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PHILADELPHIA, December 5.

The following Letter from the Prefident of
the United States, was read on the ‘sth
December, 1793, in the Houfe of Repres
fentarives : ;

United States, December ¢, 1793,
Centlemen of the Semate, and of the
Houfe of Reprefentatives,
S the prelent fituation of the feveral

A riatious of Europe, and efpecially of

shefe wigh which the United. States
have importait relations, cannot but'render
the ftare.ot things between them and wvs,
matter of interefting enquiry to the legifla-
wire, s8d may indeed give rife to deliberati-

ons to which they alone are competent, I

have thought it my duty to communicate to

them certain correipondences which have

taken place. 1
The reprefentative and executive. bodies

of France have manitelted generally a friend-

Jy artach.ment to this country ; have given

advantages to owr commerce and navigation,

and haves made overtures for placing thefe

:-_i'.'—‘.l‘_";lgﬁ- on !:ermanc!lt grmmd gl ] decrec

hawever of tae national aflembly, fubjecting
voilels laden with proviions to be catried ine
1 the’r ports, and making encmy goods, law-

431 prize 10 the vellel of a triend, contrary to
o e aty, though revoked at one time, as
to the United Stetes, has been {ince éxien.

: to their vellels alio, as bas been récently
beed to ns.  Heprelentations on this {ubject
wil be immediately given i charge to our
T ier there, and the relult be communica-
1.4 ro the legitiature.

iris with extreme concernI have to in-
{ e yon, thai the proceedings of the perion
w +nn they have unforrunacely appointed

.« miniiter Plenipotentiary here have brea-
sed nothing” of tue friendly fpirit of the
1 i wheeg v lear, him s theiy ten;!enry on
‘e contrary ha- been to involve us in war
awoad, and difcord and anarchy at home.
Sa-ar as nis alls or thole of &is agents, have
¢ reatened onrimmed ate commitment in the
v ar o¢ Ga rantininlt to the aonthority of the
). s, tuetr effedts has been counteracted by
tae ordizary recognizance of the laws, and
by 311 exervon of the powers confided to me.
\:'hiere thewr dangers was not imminent,
t ey hove beenborne with, from fentiments
of re-~=vd to his nation, from a fenfe of their
friensimp towards us, from a conviétion that
they weuld vor jotfer us to remain long ex-
po'ed ro the aciion of a perfon who has fo
lintle refpeccrd our mutnal difpofitions, and,
1 willadd, from areliance on the firmnefs
oi my fellow-citizens in their principles of

ace and order. In the mean time 1 have
reipeéted and puriued the flipulations of our
treaties, accord'vg 1o what | judged their
true tenfe s apd have Wililh@ld no, act of
frienothip which their affairs have called for
from vs and which juitice to others left us free
toperform. -l have gone further :—rather
than employ force for the reftitution of cer-
ain vellels which Ideemed rhe United Stares
bound to reflore, I thought it more advifable
to fatisfy the parties by avowing it tobe my
op,’nion, that if reftitution were rot made,
it wor ! be incumbenton the United States
o make ccmpenihtion. The papers now
communicated will more particularly apprize
you of thefe tranfadtions. :

The vexations and fpoliation vnderftood
o have been committed on our veflels and
commerce by the cruizers and cfficers of
fome of the belligerent powers, appb.ared to
require artention. The proofs of thefe howe
ever not having been brought forward, the
delcription of atizens fuppofed to have fuf-
fered werenorified, that on furnifhing them
to the executive, due meafures would be ta-
ken o obtain redrefs of the paft,and more ef-
fectual provifions again{t the future.—Should
fuch documents be furnifhed, proper repre.
fentations will be made thereon : with a juft
reliance on a redrefs proporticned to the ex.
igency of the cales
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The Britifh government having underta-

ken by orders to the commanders of their

armed veflels, to reftrain geitzrally our com-
merce in corn and czher provifions to their
own ports and thofc of their fricnds, thein-
{tructions now communicated were immedi:
ately forwarded to our Minifter at that court.
In the mean time fome difcuflions on the fubs
ject took place between him and them § thefz

are alio before yon ; and I nay expect tolearn |
the refult of his fpecial inflrudtions in time o™

make it known 10 thelegil'etare during theit
prefent ieflion: ; .

Very early after the arrival of a Pritith
Minifter here mutaal explanations on the ex-
ecution of the treaty of peace were entered

into with that Minifter, thefe aré now laid -

before you for your information- ,
On the fubjects of mutual intereft betwe
this couetry and Spain, negociations and

conferences are now depending. The pub- -

lic good requirifg that the prejent f{tate of
thefe {hould be made known to the legifla.
ture i confidence only, they fhall be the fub.
ject ot afeparate and jublequent communica-
{1011 ;

G. 'WASHINGTON. -

SKETCIIOF THE PROCEEDINGS OF
CONGRESS,
HOUSE OF REPAESENTATEVES.
December 6.
The Houfe relolved ittelf intoa commitree
of the whole, Mr. Trumbull in the chair, on
' the dralt of an aniwer to the Prefident’s ad-
drels—Tnis draft was reported by the com-
mitice without amendment, the report’ was
adopied by the houle, and Metlrs. Madiion,
Sedgwick, and Hutley, were appoinicd 10
wait on the Pretident to lears wnen w will
' be conveinent to him to receive this anlwer,
They before adjopra:renr reporied shar
he would receive the addrels to-morrow at
12 o’clock. This addreis follows :—
S 1R, _ .

THE Reprefentatives of the people of the
United States, in meeting yon ter the firit
ume, fince you have been again calied, by
an unanimous fufirage, to your prefent fta-
tion, findan occalion, which they embrace
with no lefs {incerity than promptitude, for
exprefiing te you their congratulations on {o
diftinguiihed a teftimony of public apprcbati-
on, and their entire confidence inthe purity
and patriotifm of the motives which have
preduced the obedience to the voice of your
country. It is to virtues which have com-
manded Jong and univerfal reverence, and
fervices from which have flowed great and
lafting benefits, that the tribute of praife be
paid, without the reproach of flattery ; and
it is from the fame f{ources that the fairelt
anticipations may be derived in favor of
the public happinefs. ‘_

1 he Unitca Stares having taken ne part
in the war, which had embraced in Evrope
the powers with whom they have the moft
extenfive relations, the maintenance of peace
wasrjuitly to be regarded as one of the moit
important duties of the magiftrate, charged
with the faichtal execation of the law.
accordingly witnels,| ‘with approbatiop and
pleafure, the vigiiance with which you have
guarded agaiot an interrupiien of that blefs
{iing, by your proclamation admonifhing our
citizens of the confequences o;f-i-il_licit cr hof-
tile aéts towards the| Belligerent parties : and

moting, by a declarauon of the exiiting
lega : = :
our rights to. the immunities belonging to
our fituation. : ’

-

| ftate of thing s, an -ealier admiflion of

J

We

_ The conne&ion of the United States with'f

Europe, hasevidently become extremely in-
tereiting. The communications which re-

main to beexhibited o us, will, no doubr, .

aflift in giving vs a fuller view of the fubjed,

andin guiding our deliberations, to fuch re-

fults, as may comport with the rights and
true interefts of our ‘country., :
We learn with deep regret, that the

S ———— - - ‘

- pat€hes were

meafure, diftated by 4 love of peace, f

obtaifing an amicable témmination of the af«
flicting war on our fipntiers, fhould have
been truftrated, and ¢at.a refort 1o offen-
five meafures thould again be€ome neceffary.

As the latter 3 howeser, muft bé rendered

more fatisfactory, in gropertion to the folici-

tude for peace manifefe.d by, the former, it
is to be heped they willbe putiued under the
ler avipices on thajaccaunt, and. be fi-

My crowncd with mire bippy fuccefs.

- In relation to the  purtieriae. tribes of In.
dians, againft whom offenfive meafures have
been prohibited,.as on all the other impor-
tant {ubjects which you have ‘prefentea 10
our view, we fhall beftow the attention
which they claime We cannoc, however,
refrain, at this time from’ pamicularly ex-
prefling our concurrence in your apxiety,
for the regular difcharge of the public debrs,
as fait as arcumftances and events will per-
it : and’in the nolicy of removing any im-
pediments .that mnay be feund in the way of
a faithful reprefentation of public proceed- -
ings thronghons the United ftates 3 -béing

“perfuaded with you, that on no fubje more

- than the former, can delay be more injuri-
ous, Or an ecouomy cf time more valuable 3
and tuat with refpeét 1o the latter, no re.
fource istoo firm for the government of the
Uuited Staresy as the affetiors of the peo-
pie, guided by an enlightened policy.

Turcughout our deliberdtions, we fhall
endeavour to ¢herith every fentiment which
may contribute to render them conducive to
the dignity, ‘as well as to the ‘weltare of the -
United States ; and we join with vou in ime
ploring that being on whom the fate of na-
tions depends, tp crown with {uccefs our
mutual endeavpurs. [ '

| Anfwer of the Prefideat of the United Statesy

1o the adar 15 of the fHoufe of Reprefentas

tives » -'

GCENTLEMEN,

1 SHALL not affect to conceal - the cor-
dial {ausfaétion which [ derive trom the ad-
drefs of the Houle of Reprefentatives.——
W hatever thofe iervices may be, which you
have fanducned by your favor, itisa {uffi-
cien. reward, | that they have been accepted

‘as they werg meant.  Fer the fulfilment of
your anticirations of che future, | can-give
no other affuranee, than that the motives
which, you approve, thall continue unchan-
ged. B2t 3t B

It is truely gratifying to me tolearn, that
the proclamation has*been confidered as a _
feafonable guard againft the interruption of
the pubiic peace. . Nor can I doubr that the
fubjeéts which 1 have recommended to your
attention, asdepending on -!cgi_ﬂanve  pros

'vifion, will receive adifcuilion fuited to

‘their importance. With every reafon, then
it may be expeéted that your deliberations,
under the divihe blefling, will he matured

'to the honuur and happinefs of the United

| Statess = : |

-~ G. WASHINGTON.
1. O N D ON, Septemberty. "

a
(™

+ The fall of the ga]lan't and polire captafn,
Conriney, is a nat:onal misforture, and ren-
ders the {ituation of his much refpeéted and

‘amiable lady the objeét/of general concern,
| particulurly to the more immediate circles of -
_her acquainiance, who at. this untertunate -
‘jun&urefeem to vie with each other to afford

“ her every confolation in their power.

* The Britith fleet under lord Hood]. now
in the Mediterranean, ‘confiits of twe of 100

' guns, three of 98, twelve of 74, three of
64, ftore-fhip of 44, two frigates of 39,
feven of 32, twoof 28, two of'24, one of

16, two of 12, and two fire-fthipe. ey 7
September 13. Yelterday evening defs =

brought by Mr. Sil YRR

who léft the Britith camp, near Thourout

‘on the 15th 3 and banpily fuch information
was immediately g.ven {rom thefe, asretuted
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