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THE TWO BILLS.
UL readers have feen the alterations
that have been made in the conmittee

on—the bill to prevent feditious meetings.

We-fubnit them to reflefling minds, and
chailenge any man to prove that the poifon
Is extinguithed. =

A fingle magiftrate has ftill the power of
difperfing a meeting, and in cafe they do not
leparate they fhall be adjudped ¢ felons,
and fhall {uffer death as in cales of felony,
without benefit of cdlergy.” Fe may arreit
any perfon for ufing words which he may
think are calculated ““to [tr up the people to
hatred, or contempt of government” —and in
cife of what he may call obitrultion, he may
difperfe the meeting, under the fame penal-
ty.  Asd in cale that any perfon or perfons
““{kall happen to be killed, maimed, or hurt,
in the difperfing, feizing, or apprehend-

ing”’—the juitice “fhull be freely dilcharged,

angd indemnified of, or for the Killing, siains

13y, or hurting fuch perfon or perf{ons.”
And whrti, 10 our minds, more importar t
than any oiher port of the bill, the claufe
which autharizes domiciliary vilits, after the
pure model of the tchool of Roberfpierre,
remans : by this clanfe no dwelling can be
facred ; no tarern club, no fociety, no pri-
vate family even can be {ife againtt the for-
cible intrulion of the » rmxdons of office.
For mark the words—¢¢ it {hall be lawful
for any jultice who {liall by information up-
“on oath, have reafon to fuipedt (the word is
curious) that any houfe, room, field, or place,
are, or is opened or ufed for the purpele of
delivering lectures or difcouries, or tor pub-

* lic debate, contrary to the provifions of this

act, to go o fuch houfe, room, or place,
and demand to be admitted therein; and in
cale fuch- jufltice fhall be refufed admittance,

th® fame fhall be deemed a ditorderly houie,.

and every perfon refufing fuch admittance
fhall forfeit one hundred pounds, to any
per on who fhall fue for the fames”

W hat may not be the abufe of this unqua.

e Jified ouitrace _on the privacy of families ?

Wh t harmlefs lodge of free mafons ; what
body o: religious men, meeting for mutual
mitruction ; what friendly fociety of neigh.
bours who make themfelves felect by ballct,
and who pay a nightly fum for the expences
of their meeting, can be fafe after this bill
fhall pafsinto a law 2-—What private houle
even may not be violated, under the pretence
of an information? We know of what ma-
. terials commion informers are compofed : and
it is not an unwarranted conjecture that even
jultices'may be found {o devoted to power as
to violate thut which the principles of the
confiitution call the caftle of an Englilhman.
This bill has with truth been aflerted to be
on extinttion, directly and pointedly, of the
feeds and fources, the element and germina.
tions, of civil freedom in this country. A
demolition of that on which tauds the wide
fabric of Britifh liberty, frecdom of thought,
freedom of communion, freedom of difcuflion,
freedom of petition, (growing in ‘the very
heart and vitals of a free ftare, even if it were
not confecrated by exprels laws) in a word,
that which copftitutes the ellence of our go-
vernment, without which, whatever liberty
remains to us is comparatively nothing, even
if that remainder muit not foon totter, after,
its foundation is removed by paling the bills.
Mr. Adair, in the committee, faid in fub.
{tance, that the right of difcullng the con-
duct of minikers remained untouched by this
bill, and that by the alteration in the prin-
cipal clanfes there would now be an end of
mi{reprefentation, for the great grievance
was remedied, that we affirm this bil, as it
ftands at this moment, is more dingerous
atd deteftable than before it went o that
committee.
‘Ihe original bill confifted of twenty two
claufes j the amended bill of the fame Bumi.
ber, with fome compreflion and traupoliti.

- I- I .. -il-"
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4th,, 6th, 7th, Bth, oth, rof, 11th, 12th,
13th, 15th, 16th, 37th, foth, 20th and
21t claufes in the amendedbill, are moftly
word.for word, the fame asin the originals
Their meaning is firictly fo—-and the on-
ly addition to them isthe filljg up the blanks.
‘A he 14t and 22d are new
relates to the commencemt and duration
of the bill ; the 14th extertls the power of
the magiiirate to places thet are licenfed, as
well as to thofe that are npt, inflicling the
penalty. of 1ocl. there uponpefnfal of adiif-
tion, as well as where nolicenfe has been
obtained. '

very materials "L his dlaufe in the original
exempted. the Diflenters, according - to the
law of the firft Willian: and Mary, and the
Papifls, according to the 31t of the prefent
king, from the operation of this bill, as well
as the univerfities of ti
Cumendg '
on in favor of tie
pilts,, and only protects te Tinferfitiés.
Lhe firft caule takes out of the bill a
greater defeription of meetings than were ex-
cepted in the original bill, and fo far the a-
meuded copy is better than the original ; but
as thefe do 1ot extend beyond meetings cal-
led by aldermen, head ofiicers of diflricts, or
gridnd juries, the mals of the people are.lia-
ble to the inconveniences cfthisbill in af'em-
bling together, in direct violution of the fifth
articte ot the bill of righte—which, let it be
obfcrved, was made 1or the peor and pov. er-
lefs, rotthe richand great.  But this iucon-
veuicne finks into voihing, bifere theother
evils of this kill, ¢ for where the malady is
placed, the lefleris fciredy felw’”  An in-
convenience in the mode of meesng is a trifle
bght as air,in comparifon to the blocdy con-
fequerces which the bloody cod€ or laft Fri-

of England.

No mecting of were than 50 perfons can
be held otherwife than vrder thisaér. At all
mcetn gs, v hether convened according to

them, avy magifirate hasthe right ro arrefl
any fpeaker achis difcretion.  1e has aright
to difperfe the weeting 3 and if 12 perlons
remain one hour ufter his_proclamation, he
has a right to order thofe to bekilled, audis
mderunitied, together with all his afiftants,
militiry wnd avil, from all confequences !

1 the perfon arrelied by the juitice fhould
n wny way rehift, theypenalty is death.

If any perton thould in any way, aid the
fpeaker to arrclied, the penalty is death.

Ifmore than 12 perionsreman one hour af.
ter the mag tirate orders the mgeting to dif-
Forie the pendey is death.

Ifany perfon or pertons hould oppofe the
magilirate, Ly arm o without ; in the words
of the act iticly, i they 1hould *in any man-
ner let, hirder, or hurt,” the jufliceor his
aflilants, er obilru¢t themin any way, the
penalty is death ! death ! death !

From fuch a law may the Almighty God
defond our country, ourfelves and our pof-
terity. | !

Lvere. Do not promoters of thefe bills
fubject themielves to an arraignment for high
tieajon, for endeavouring tw procure laws,
v hich in the application for the royal affent
may fairly be conitrued into alts tending to
ntligate his M :jeily to violare his coronation
outh, by which hie fwore to maintain inviolate
every article of the Bill of Kights, the sth of
which declares © that it is the right of the
fubjects ro petition the King, and that all com.
witent and profecutions for fuc h pl'tilinning
are legal : " one of the conditions by which
the hou'e of Bruniwick holds the crown of
thele L'u;r foms ¢

i hele bills we are informed, are to be
followed by a bill whchwill at o ce blot out
fromour fyilen the freedom of the prefs, by

ouliging every wan to lign his name 1o cve-

laules ; the 22d |

In the 18thclaufe, the dllﬁlrénccis indeed |

us kingdom..~In the _
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day has he'fied over the heads of the people

the provifions of this act, orin neglect of

. C(}mw haﬁl 'm mod topn-
venit thefe bills from palling intolaws ; but
no time istobe loft. New meetings. fhou'd
be called, and hunible petitions fent to-his
Majeily, praying him to ufe his royal prero-
gative in refufing the royal aflent to the bills,
ihould they pafs in the two houfes of parlia-
ment. :

The ancient and royal city of York, ata
public meeting of the inhabitants, fummon-
ed by the Lord Mayor, canieto fpirited re-
folutions againft the bills now ‘pending in
parliament. To:morrow thereis to be a
p+ blic meeting of thefreeholders of that great

-country, when fimilar reflolutions are expec-

ted to be carried.

The largeand populous city of Glafgow
too have come forwardina {pirited manner
againit the bills.

The county of Northumberland has pe-
titioned againit the bills, aswell as many 0.
d wilie places.

(N. P.) December 4.

Yefterday the privateer {chooner Ranger,
captain  Mackenny, returned here irow a
cruife to windward.

On the 23dof November, atter a chafe of
12 hours, the Ranger brought to and cap-
tured a French fchooner Packet, called the
Ditputch, bound fiom Aux-Cayes to Balti-
more, under cover of American papers, and
loaded with coffee, fugar, &c.  She had al-
{o on board a quantity of fpecie. andcannon
and ammnnition in the hold. 1here were
I'kewife on beard difpatches for the . ational
convention, cafed inleaden covers, well fol-
and fived with iron rings; one of
ywas fecured, ghe others had been

o overboard. Difparches from N
Hanimon®to Gen. Willumfon at St. Lo-
mingo were alfo found on board, fuppoied
to be tuken with a ¥ renchoothcer in our fer -
vier, and were going to V. Adet, the French
Minifler at P'h:ladelphia- ‘) here were like-
wife difpatches from Gen. Rigaud to Vi. A-
det, under the care of ci izen Blanche, co-
loinel by Brevet, and Lieutenant-colonel of
the legion Egalite, (Rigaud’sown corps-)

In the gale of wind, on the 24th, carry-
ing a prefsof fail to- get into a harhour wie
prize very unfortunately overfet, and by the
weight of the c-nnon fur aft was carried down
{tern foremoft in a few minutes.

Lhe Ranger found on fhore at Marygna-
ra, a {choouer bilged, without “any 'perfon
on board. At Heheagna fhe found an Ame-
rican {hip, bound from New-York for Ja-
maica, on fhore, got her off, and enabled
her to proceed on her voyape.

December 18,

Yc‘ﬁcrday 18 Frenchmen were brought to
here in three harbour Ifland veffels from A-
baco. They were the crew of the Parfien.
ne, a French rprivateer ‘fchooner from
Charlefton, which was caft away about a
fortnight {ince near the Whale Key. The
crew fay they had their guns and other mil.
tary ftores in the hold, and were going to
Cuba for ntore hands.

December 25, '

The brig Telegraph, Mariner from Ha.
vannah for Phi]u&ﬁ:lyh&a, was driven afliore
in a gale of wind, at 5 o'clock A. M. on
Monday the 1 4th inftant on Sandy Key Recef.
The mafts were immediately cut awgy to fe-
cure the veflel, then bearing head on the
Reef. * All the people got fafe alliore on the
key, with fome provifions, ba gage, and
alio about 40,000dollars.  On Tueiday the
15th, the floop Jane, from North-Carolina,
fell in with them, and brought intelligencs
of their fitnation to this place 5 upon which
feveral vellels went oft to their aflittance. O
Monday laft, the Ranger, Mackenny, frot
to them, 51d took (he peaple withi what thet
had fecured on board, and returned her

yelterday.
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