Although we have no doubt of his Majefty’s difpofition to re-
e every fubjeét of uneafinefs from the colonies, yet there are
comftances of precastion againft oat ancient enemies, which,
- »d to the regard that muft be paid to the fafety of men who,
m affiection to Great Britain, have expofed thewafelves to fuffer
this conteft, and to whom Great Britain owes {fupport at every

ce of blood and treafure, that will not allow us to begin
b this meafare. Fow foon it may follow the firft advances to
ce. on your part, will depend on the favourable profpeé&t you
ve of 2 reconciliation with your fellow citizens of this continent
i with thofe in Britain. In the mcantime, we afflure you that
s circomftance will give us more fatisfa&tion than to find that the
cient of oar future connexion is to be determined om principles
mere reafon, and the confiderations of mutval intere(l, on
bich we are willing likewife to reft the permanéacy of any ar-
: ts we may form.

1z making thofe declarations, we do not wait for the decifion
any military events. Having determined our judgment by
L3t we believe to be the interefts of our country we fhall abide
the declarations we now make, in every peflible fituation of
r affairs.

You refer to treaties, already fubfifting, but are pleafed to
+hbold from us any particular information in refpett to their
rure or tendency.
If they are in any degree to affet our deliberations, we think
st yon cannot refufz a full communication of the particulars in
hich they coofift, both for our confideration and that of your

conftituents, who are to jodge between uvs whether any alli-
sce you may have contradted be a fu ficient reafon for continuing
iy ennacoral war, We likewife thiok ou:felves eatitled to a fall
 mmugication of the powers by which you conceive yourfelves
horifed to make treaties with foreign nations,
And we are led to afk fatisfaltion on this point becaufe we have
ferved, in your propofed articles of confederation, No. 6 and g,
is flated that you fhould have the power of entering into treaties
4 alliances under certain reftri@tions therein fpecified, yet we
b not find promulgated any aét or refolution of the Aflemblies of
rticnlar flates conferring this power on you.
As we have communicated our powers to you, wé mean to pro-
4 without referve in this bufinefs. We will not {uppofe that
y objc&tion can arife on your part to our communicating to the
blic fo much of your correfpondence as may be neceflary to ex-
in our own proceedings. At the fame time, we ailure you,
+ in all fach ptblications the refpe&t which we pay to the great
dy of people you are foppofed to reprefent fhall be evidenced
«s inevery poflible mark of confideration and regard.
/e are, with perfe refpe@, gentlemen, your moft otedient
i moft humble {ervants, CARLISLE.

Nrzw Yorg, H. CLINTON.

Fuly 11, 1778. Wm, EDEN.
Publibed by order of Congryjs. - Geo JOHNSTONE.
CHARLES THOMSON, Secretary.

F 18§ HKI L L, Fuj3o.
AST week two brigades marched to the eaftward, to join the
army there, The Marquis de la Fayetie is gore to Rhode
"24, to take the command of o-o French troops. The Freach
sadron have f{ailed -from Sandy Hock, to co-operate with the
y againt Rhode Ifland.
By a gentleman who lefc Bofton en Thur(day laft we hear, that
exprefs arrived from Governor Cook, of Rhode lfland, to the
buncil of Maflachufetts Bay, informing them that the enemy
d landed g4ooo men at Newport, from New York.
Genersl Gates is advancing towards New York, with an army
8000 fine men, in the higheft fpirits. Our lall accounts left

m ncar White Plains.

, TRENTON, 3Jubyag.
) Y 2 gentleman from the eaftward we are informed, that lalt
) week an aétion happened between a French and an Englith
pate on 'the New England coaft, which continued with great
kinacy on both fides for a confiderable timz; but the French
piain, having loft many of his men, and his veflel being much

b

Mattered, was finally obiiged to fobmit, and was carried into

Newport. During the aétion, the Captain of the Biifh frigate,

firt lieatenant, and feveral of her men, were killed.

We hear that the enemy, previous to the arrival of the French
fleet, reinforced Newport with 1300 men from New York. A
detachment from our army of about 3000 continental troOps
marched lat week for Rhode Ifland. - .
ExtraZ of a luter from Elizabeth Town, dated Jaly 14,1778,

t« Lord Howe has ttripped the Britith tranfports, &c. at New
York of their feamen, and took on board twa or three thoufand
fcldiers to complete their marines, and fell down to the Hook
with the avhale of his thips of force. General Maxwell’s brigade
is ftationed here, -

PHILADELPH:IA, dagef 4.

¥ a pentleman from the American army at White Plains,

which he left laft thar{day, we have the following accounts.
Tpat fome time fince a detachment of about 2000 men, ander
command of that aive young officer the Marquis de la Fayette,
were fent to reinforce a body of troops in the vicinity of Rkode
Ifland, commanded by General Sullivan. Thefe forces are de-
figned to a& in concert with Coant d’Eftaing’s fquadron, and we
may flatter ourfelves with the fpeedy rout or eapture of that neft of
inferaals who have (o long with impunity ravaged the neighbour.
ing coafts; that defertion prevails in the Britith army to fuch a
degree, that no pickets or fentries:are trafted outfide of their liness
and a corporal with his guard of fix men had come off. The ac-
counts of all the deferters are, that provifions are very fcarce with

the enemy ; that they have no bread, but rice is ferved to the

fhen ; thata general diffatisfaltion prevails among both the offi-
cers and men ; and that a cornet of horfe had Jately come off from
the enemy, and brought his wife and a quantity of baggage with
him. This was a matter of much fpeculation in the American

camp. : _
Extra® of a ietter from Elizabeth Town, daied July 27.

«« We are told, the French fleet, which failed oft a few days

ago, appears again at their former ftation, but whether the awbole
fleet, I am in doubt.” :

WILLIAMSBURG, Augsf 140 ,
VESSEL in thirteen days from St. Eaftania, juft arrived at
York, brings advice of Admiral Byron’s having failed from

kngiand, in queft of the Count d’Edlaiog, withtwelve fail of the :

lice and a number of frigates ; -and that Admiral Barrington was
arrived in the Weft Indies to relieve Admiral Young, who had
ordered all the heavy fhips off that ftation to_the relief of Lord
Howe at New York. We have certain intelligence likewife, by
the {ame vefl<l, of his Pruffian Majefty and the Emperor of Ger-
many having engaged in a war, which will give foll employment
to.the mercenary foldiers of that coantry, leave Great Britain to
fkife for herfelf, who, feeing nothing but ruin before her, will
gladly acknowledge our independefice, -and court our friendfhip
almoft upon any terms. _ :

We learn, by an exprefs from Philadelphia, that 13 fail of the
Corke fleer, laden with provifions for the ftarving crew at New
York, are taken by the Count d’ERaing’s f{qvadron; that the
city is clofely blecked up, fo that nota fingle veffel can get in or

out : and that the foreign troops have aftually mutinied; and re-
fufe to do.any duty. '

The grand ar_my."rhcamped on the 21t ult. near White

Plains, had been joined by the troops under General Gates, a-
mounting to about 8000 men ;. and it was ex that the whole
would foon move towards Kingfbridge, to diflodge the enemy
from that important poft, which will quickly give them poficflion
of New York, and put a finifhing ftroke to the tyrant power of
Britain in America. )

A French fhip mounting twenty guns, from Nantz, is arrived
at Hampton, laden with dry goods, falt, and wines. Another
ve{lel, from the fame port, was caft away off Old Poiat Comfort
Jaft Tuefday night daring the fiorm ; and fcarcely any thing was
faved out of her, notwithftanding fhe had every aflitance pofiible
fr6m Hampton. Moft of the veffels which lay in Hampton creek
were likewife drove afhore. ) i
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