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Optimism In The South
. E>ver since the war between the states,
the economic problems of the South have
been the subject of much discussion, but,
until lately, very little action.

The late Henry W. Grady, fifty years
ago, began to preach the doctrine that
what the South needed was outside capital
to develop industries that would consume
its vast wealth of raw materials, instead
of depending upon agriculture alone.

Now the South is beginning to lose its
role of “America's most dificult problem.”
One after another, great industries are
finding the South measuring up to their re-
quirements of transportation, climate, stra-
tegic location near markets, raw materials,
[oT?: living costs and all the other requi-
sites for soundly based manufacturing en-
terprises.

Among the nationally known industries
which have expanded their production ro-
fiources by establishing new plants in the
South in the past few years are DuPont,
Eastman Kodak, Johnson & Johnson,
American Sugar, International Paper and
Pulp, B. F. Goodrich Company, and scores
of others.

Users of cotton find it more economical
<o locate their plants where the cotton
grows, which is the reason for the model
community of Silverton at Thomaston, Ga.,
where the Goodrich Company consumes
50,000 bales of cotton a year in tire manu-
facturing, and is adding to that a mechan-
ical rubber goods factory at Clarksville,
Tenn.

International Paper, Continental Con-
tainer and other producers of wrapping
paper and corrugated board have built a
dozen mills throughout the South to make
paper from slash pine, the South's most
prolific natural crop. One of the largest
chemical industries in America, the New-
port-Armstrong Industries, makes artifi-
cial camphor from pine stumps at Pensa-
cola.

As a result of this recent industial ex
pansion. Southern banking facilitie. have
tripled, manufactures have doubled and
instlalled horsepower has quadrupled with
the past few years. The South is at last
entering upon the industrial era which
Grady foresaw fifty years ago.

New Road Problems

With the network of highways in the
state reaching a point where practically all
principal points are served by hardsurfac-
ed highways, a new problem now con-
fronts the highway commission.

In the state are many miles of narrow
pavement. A great part of the narrow
pavement is concrete only 16 feet in width
and much of that type of road is crooked.
To illustrate this we point out Highwa'-
421 from this city to Millers Creek as one
example.

Some vehicles a'e half as wide as the
road and when two of that type meet it
necessarily means that a collision is nar-
rowly averted. The difference between
safety and death is only inches and that is
too close for comfort.

This means that the utmost vigilance
must be exercised, even by drivers of stan-
dard width automobiles, in order to avoid
collision. To say the least such vigilance
produces a strain upon the driver.

And if vigilance is k)nce relaxed, or if
something about the vehicle goes only
slightly wrong, the morgue may have a
new occupant and the junk yard some ad-
ditional wrecks.

Thus the state highway commission
finds a new problem, one of widening and
.i”™vkion existing {routes ;as well as con-
_Atruction of new highways.

It is a big problem. The Millers Creek

, highway, while being one of the worst in

.Ihe category of dangerous highways, is

1 <mly,one of many such sections of high-

""mwmyit in the atete in desperate need of
-iridaiiBg or revision.
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