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r. liv-
attornoon ofy 'and go
‘in Wilkesboro where
St. Paul's Episcopal Church
-loeatod.. There -you will get a
perfect view of the valley and its
surrounding mountains. The pre-
sent activity of the Wilkesboros
becomes incidental as you sit on
this hill, looking down to the
tields, and up to the mountains;
on one side, the Brushies, carpet-
ed with fresh green trees; on the
other side, the Blue Ridge, a
clear cut and cool fringe of
mountains in the distance.

From this knoll, the noise of
automobiles ‘and business life is
muted. Suddenly you feel as if
you are living in another age.
Tractors and bulldozers are for-
gotten. Then you take a closer
look at St. Paul’s Bpiscopal Church
and you know it is certainly of
another age. Its pinky-red, uneven
brick gives a clue to itg anti-
guity. Its centennial is a thing
of the past. This building is one

hundred-one years old, complet-}{

ed in July 1849. Perhaps one of
its charter members was your
grandmother or a distant cousin.
The names are all familiar here
in the valley: Mr. and. Mrs.
James Gwyn, Dr. and Mrs. James
Calloway, Misg Fannie Williams,
and Mrs. Mary Taylor Peden.

You might expect St. Paul’s to
be built in the shape of a cross,
which is often the case with
Episcopal churches. Instead, this
church is built to resemble an ark,
probably symbolizing Noah’s Ark.
Inside, the beams are left exposed,
80 that the shape of the ark is
more evident. The beams are
solid walnut as are the front, the
pulpit, and the pews, all the ori-
ginal equipment of the church. A
contemporary member of the

church recently praised the pews!

for the beauty of their wood and
the simplicity bf deeign, then
reluctantly admitted a gross de-
ficiency in their comfort.

The original members of this
church meant for the congrega-
tion to sit up and worship alertly.
They were an alert group! In
1886, thirteen years before the
church was even built, the first
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baptismal _;_ervice of this group|to raise
was held at the home of James|Samuel Finley Patterson donated

Dodge, the nephew of Washing-
ton Irvin. Folllowing this, gervices
were held in private homes at
intervals wuntil 1847, at which
time these Episcopalians decided
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for a church.
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own churches.

We can pee the church tmh.y
and know what it looked ke n }

fthe time, we can also have & rn!
38 of ome of the early services.
I Bishop Ives wrote in.a Diocesan
{Journal in: 1849:

“On the morning o¢ thn !if.th
Sunday lttqr Trinity, consecrated
in the ‘town of Wilkesboro a
church by the title of St. Paul's.

(| Preaching on the occasion, and
administering the Holy Commun-
flon. This is a beautiful Gothic
‘ystructure of brick  erected at

‘lemall expense, with free sittings

'land without debt.”

The Bishop was evidently im-
ipressed with the “free sittings"
'which meant that there was no
‘{rent charged for use o¢ the pews.
‘1 You could sit free,

To assist the Bishop at this

‘jconsecration service, the faculty

{and  students of the divinity
school at Valley Crucis walked
forty-five miles to Wilkesboro,
They entered town at sunset, July
7, 1849, each bearing a pilgrim's
staff and chanting in unison the
“Gloria in Excelsis.” It must have
been an A inspiring sight to be-
hold.

Picture another Sunday morn-
ing when membersg of the various
prominent families came to be
confirmed in the church. As they
walked under the ivy-covered
lich-gate which still stands, the
girls were probably wearing their
daintiest dress and prettiest bon-
nets, Coming behind these parish-
foners were the slaves. The re-
cords tell of the ‘“faithful slaves’
Bynum, Phebe, Detsey, and Judith,
who were confirmed in the church,
perhaps on the same day as their
master’s son or daughter.

Exploring St. Paul's you feel
the rich quality of its history.

—_— It breathes out the love that has
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TUESDAY, MAY 16, 1950
Our Representative, RALPH McKINNI

WILL BE IN N AND
WILL OFFER THE FOLLOWING smé"'é'&?'

D Repairs to Sewing Machines -
(Free estimates gladly given)

D We also purchase used Singer Machines
D New Singer Sewing Machines

DNew Singer Vacuum Cleaners.

[[] Sewing Cabinets [[] Utility Tables . _
[:l Automatic Iorns [:] Buttonhole Attu:hmunh A
D Singer Machines for Rent by the Month

Check Any of Abave Services You Wish

Name ..

[] Hlectrie Heater

— Mail This “Ad"” To ..

1325 11th Avenue Hickory, N. C.

been given to it its members. It}

the necessary |also proclaims the dignity of the

— ON HER DAY
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AMERICA’S FINEST SILVERPLATE
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