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State Is Meeting 
Highway Deficiency 
North Carolina is spending more 

proportionately than any other state to 

overcome her highway deficiencies. 
Tiro Ajr^if^n Road Builders Association has released this information as part 

of a nation-wide survey of highway needs. 
The survey says North Carolina has $132 
million worth of deficiencies. It lists State 

Highway expenditures for the calendar 

year as $75 million. 

(Actually the State Highway Commission is spending a vastly larger amount 

than $75 million. During the fiscal year 
just ended the Commission spent a total 
of $117 million for all highway purposes. 
(This includes funds from the $200,000,000 secondary road program.) 
^Ranking behind North Carolina in 
meeting road deficiencies are Florida, Virginia, 
Wisconsin, Pennsylvania, Alabama, Missouri, Kentucky, Indiana and Oklahoma. 
The survey states that the highway 
systems of the various states won't meet the 

demand of 1950's traffic for an average of 

16 more years at the current rate of road 

construction expenditure. 
In commenting on the survey, Dr. Henry 

W. Jordan, chairman of the' State 

Highway Commission, said: "These figures 
show that North Carolina stands high 

among the 48 states in amount of work 

being done to overcome highway deficiencies. But it also shows that we must do 

even more to keep pace with the heavy 

growth of traffic and the continuing 

obsolescence on our highway systems." 
o- 

Uniform Signs 
Aid Motorists 

L. R. Fisher, director of the Highway Safety Division of the North Carolina Department of Motor Vehicles, today cited the 

present obscurity of this once-familiar 

highway sign as an example of the rapid 

growth of our system of traffic signs and 

signals during the past 35 years. 

"Motoring in America," he said, "is a 

perfect example of an innovation that grew 
too fast for its own britches. We had the 

vehicle before we had the roads to 

accommodate it; by the time we started getting 

enough roads, other difficulties were rapidly being created," 
* 

One of the chief handicaps plaguing the 

pioneer motorist, according to Fisher, was 

the absence of directional and warning 

signs on existing highways. 
The widespread boom in the construction 

of inter-state arteries preceding World 

War I, however, speeded installation of 

such signs accordingly. 

"Ironically," Fisher said, "this rapid 

outcropping of traffic signs was almost 

as much of a course as a blessing. Shapes, 

sizes, and colors of the signs were left to 

the discretion of the local, state, or county 

authorities, and official imaginations ran 

wild." 
The amazing strides that have been 

made in the standardization and use of 

traffic signs and signals are being emphasized this month by the North Caralina Department of Motor Vehicles as part of its 

August program of traffic safety 

education. 
"Standardization of traffic signs and 

signals was the only 
solution to the 

confusion that resulted from the early 

hodgepodge of vari-shaped and colored road 

markers," Fisher said, "but the present 

degree of standarization 
has still failed 

to reduce accidents as much as it was originally envisioned." 

Reliable, and wisely engineered, signs 

and signals are useless, if drivers ignore 

them. As proof that this is the case, the 

North Carolina Department of Motor Vehicles reports that, in 1949, out of 720 fatal 

accidents there were 44 instances of a 

signal, or traffic officer having been overlooked or ignored. 
"We now have a good, nation-wide, system of signs and signals," Fisher said, 

"let's not nullify all the good work that 

has been done to protect us in this 

respect "by ignoring them. Most important 
— let's stay alive by heeding these 'Signs 

of Life'!" 
O—L. 

Borrowed Comment 
IGNORANCE'S ONSLAUGHT 

(Greensboro Daily News) 
With the reinstituted draft only a few 

weeks old, North Carolina must again be 

shocked by the mental deficiencies of its 

young men who are being called up 
for 

induction. 
The mentally deficient, it is shown in 

first statistics to be released by the state's 

three draft processing centers are 

running substantially ahead of the physical* 

ly deficient. At the Raleigh center, for instance,of 73 Alamance registrants 

examined, four failed to make the physw&l grade' 
and 18 the mental. Of Wake group of 

38 men 14 failed to clear the mental hurdle. 
Yet, as army officials explain, the 
mental tests are relatively low. Somewhere we 

have noted that the same standards applied 
during the war prevail, which means the 
mental requirement entails the equivalent 
of a fourth grade education. Army spokesmen at Raleigh say draft boards are sending them selectees who cannot read and 

write and others who have finished only 
the first few grades of school. 

o 

: LIFE'S BETTER WAY : 
WALTER E. iSENHOUR 

High Point, N. C., Route <* 

/ • EASt TO FORGET^ 
It is easy to forget that which we should 

remember. As a consequence we should 

remind ourselves quite often of our prom1 
ises and vows to God, also our promises 
to each other. 

I'm thinking now of the promises and 
vows that were made by tens of 

thousands of people during the last great war 
through which we just recently emerged. 
No doubt parents all over the land promised and vowed to God that they would live 
for Him, go to church and Sunday school, 
give liberally of their means toward the 

support and spread of the Gospel, have 

family prayer, read and heed the Bible, and 
live godly, if God would only spare their 
sons and permit them to return home. No 
doubt the vast majority of those who made 
such proimises and vows have not carried 
them out. After the war was over and 

their sons returned they forgot, or simply 
neglected, those promises and vows, 
consequently have drifted along and lived 

carelessly, many of whom have served the 
devil. Their lives have meant nothing to 
God's cause. 

Then we think of the thousands of our 
soldiers who promised and vowed unto 
God that they would live for Him if He 
would spare them and let them return 
home to loved ones and friends again. God 
took them at their word and they were 
Spared, but we believe the vast majority 
of them have been untrue to those solemn 

promises and vows. No doubt many preachers of the Gospel, and many Christians all 
over America, expected to see the young 
men of our communities and towns, cities 
and villages going to church and Sunday 
school, living for God and doing much 
good, who have been sadly disappointed. 
God spared the majority of our young men 
who were in service in the recent World 

War in answer to prayer, and through 
confidence in ther promises and vows, but 
when they returned we have seen very few 
in church and Sunday school, and have observed very few that have lived for God 

and fulfilled their promises and vows. It 
is simply too bad. Multitudes of those dear 

boys have simply given themselves over to 
the devil, become drunken, adultrous, 

wild, rowdy and wicked, while many others 
have merely drifted along carelessly and 
failed to live for God. 0 dear people, 
repent, get to God and go forth, even at this 

late day, to fulfil those promises and vows! 
o 

Snnnnrt Y. M. C. A. Effort* 

In 1700 it took 19 people 

working in the soil to produce food 

for 20 so one could go to town. 

Now, 1 1-2 to 2 can produce 

enough for 10. The city is a 
product of the agriculture machines. 

FARMERS CONTACT 

MAYMEAD LIME COMPANY 
SHOUNS, TENNESSEE 

FOR YOUR LIME REQUIREMENTS 
WHEN YOU TRADE WITH MAYMEAD LINE CO. YOU GET: 
LIME that more than meets all Government Specifications 
UME that teats high and gives quick results. 
LIME that is ground fine and spreads easily. 
LIME that has a very low content of moisture. 
LIME THAT WILL BE DELIVERED WHEN YOU WANT IT. 
LIME that has a guaranteed weight. 

You Get a weight ticket with each load. 
k CARD TODAY WILL HAVE YOUR UME ON THIS WAY 

The soil is the foundation of 
vA 

the farm family's liying. How 
well It yields wiii depend on,how 
well you treat It. 

History proves that indi 

development la unstable unless it 

rests on a board, adequate 

foundation of soil production. 
—————— 

5 Miles North of City on No. 18 

Cartoon and Comedy Each Night 

Monday and Tuesday, August 14 and 15 

"EL PASO" 
In Cinecolor 

With John Payne 
Gail Russell - Sterling Hayden 

Wednesday, August 16th— 

Wild Bill Elliott In 

"VIGILANTES OF DODGE CITY" 

Thursday and Friday, August 17th and 18— 
Bud Abbott and Lou CosteHo in 

"AFRICA SCREAMS" 
Also Selected Short Subjects 

TWO SHOWS NIGHTLY — 7:30 - 9:30 
rue la Every Day At 1:00 P. M. and 5:05 P. M. to Station WKBC 


