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migisiraijap of ppbiic.afaire, which ie alope con.
he yeur; if the remedial measures con-
with the customs saod the public lands
recommended, shall be sdupted, and

new appropriations by Congress shall not

the expenditares beyund the officid]l esti-

Tha vew system es:ablished by Congress for
the safekeeping of the public money, prescribing
the kind of curreacy to be received for the pad
lic revenue, snd providiog sddiiional guards and
gecarities agrinst lusses, now been several
months in eperation. Althosgh it might be pre
matare, upon an ox ce of sgeh limited du
ration, to form a definite opinion in regard lo Lhe
extent.of iis influences in correciing @any evils
under which the Federal Govercmen: 3nd ihe
cov
tha

coijecting annoslly from
sales of public lands,a reveave. fully adeqaaie
to defray all the expenses 1has incurred, bet, un-
de1 no pretence whaiseever, 10 impose L5X€S opon
the people to 3 grealer amount than was acloaliy
pecessary to the public service, eondocied wpon
the principles | have siated _

In lieu of & pationa) Bank, ora dependence
upon banks.of shy desceiption, for (hetmanage -
ment of our fispal affsirs, 1 recommended the
adoption of the gyswn which is now in succesy
fol operation. 1 'hat sysiem aflords every requi
sile facility fur the transaction of the pecnniary
coneerns of the' Government ; Will, it is coofi
dently anticipated, produce in other respecls

rown out of banking expansions, a de-
precial ey, and offizial defaleations; yet
1t isbal { tv say 1hat pothing has gecurred in
the practieal operation of the system 1o weaken
i the slightest degree, but much Lo sirengiben,
..‘4{. confident aaticipations of its friends. The
rounds of these have beea herelofure so fully
'{Iphinod as to require no recapitolation, In.re-
spect 1o the facilily dnd convenience 1t ailuids
in econdacting the public service, and the ability
of the Government to cischargo through iis a~
gency evexy duoly attesdant on the | cullection,
transfer, and disbursemient of the public money
with prompiitode and suceess, | can say, with
confidence, thai the apprehensions of those who
feli it 10 b2 their duty to oppose iis adoplion
have proved to be nofounded. On 1he contrary,
this branch of the fiscal affiirs of the Govern-
ment Bas been, and it is believed may always
he, thes carried on with every deairable facility
and secarity. A few changes and umprovements
in the desails of 1he sysiem, without sffecting a- |
vy principles involved in it, will be sabmiited to
you by the Secreiary of the T'reasory, and will,
1 am sare, receive at your hands that attention
10 which they may, on examinatiua, be foand o
be entitled. '

| have deemed this brief summary of our fis-
cal affairs n=ces-ary o the dae peiformance of 3
Jduty specially enjoized npon me by tke consti.
tation. [i will serve also, to illustrate more faol-
ly ihe principles by which I have been gaided in
reference tu 1wo cunlested points inear public
policy, which were earliest in their develope
ruent, end have beep more imporiant in their
consequences, than anythat have arisen under
aar complicated and difficalt, yet admirable sys-
tem of guvernment : lallade 10 2 nativnal debdt
and nationa) bank. [L was in these that the po-
litieal coutests by which the country has been a
gitated ever since the adoption of the constitn:
tivn, in a great measuie, vriginated ; and there is
100 muob reason in apprehend that the conflict-
ing interests and opposiog principles thus war-
shalled, will continue, as heretufore, to produce
similar, if not aggravaied conseqreuces.

Coming into office the declared eaemy of both,
. [ have sarnesi!y endeavored lv prevent a resort
w either.

‘The consideration that s large pablic debt af-
furde an apology, and produces, in some degree, a
necessily also, for resorting o a system and ex-
tent of wxation which is not enly oppressive
throoghoat, but likewise so apt 1o lead, in the
end, to the commission of that mest odious of all
offences against the principles of republican go-
.vernment—the prostitution of political power,
conferred for the general benefi', 1o the aggran-
dizoment of particular classes, and the gratiffca-
tivn of individoal cupidity —is alone sufficient,
independently of the weighty objections which
have slready been urged, to render its creation
and existence the sources of bitter and unappea-
gabie discord. If we add to tLis, it imevitable
tendency to pruduce aod fosler extravaganl ex
penditures of the public money, by which a ne
cessity is created for new loans and new bardens
on the people ; and, finally, if we refer 10 the ex
amples of every Government which has existed,
for prouf how seldum it is that the sysiem, when
once adopted and implanted in the policy of a
country, has failed 10 expand iisell, until poblic
credit was exhausted, and 1he peuple were
no longer able to endare its increasing weight,
it seews impossible to resist the conelygion, that
na benefits resaliing from its career, no extent
of conquest, no accession of wealth Lo partiealar
classes, nor any, nor all its combined advantages
can counterbalince its ultimate but certain  re-
gulis—a splendid government, and an 1mpaver-
ished people.

If a oational bank was, as is cndeniabla, repa-
diated by the framers of the Copstitation as in-
compatible with the rights of the Siates aod the
liberties of the people ; if, from the beginoing,
it has been regarded by large portions of our citi
zans as coming in direct collision with that great
and vital amendment of the Cunstitution, which
declares that all powers not conferred by that
Iastroment on the General Government are re-
served to the Sates and to the people ; if it has
been viewed by them a3 the firat great s'ep in the
march of latitodioous eonstruetion, which un-
checked, would render 1hat sacred instrument of
as little value as an unwritten Constitution, de-
pendent, as it would alone be, fur ils mesning,
on the interested interpretation of a dominant
party, and aﬂ'urd{;g no securily to the rights of
the minority ;—if sach is undeniably the case,
what rational grounds eould have been conceived

_ for anticipating anght but determined oppesition
to such an institution at the present duy ?

Could » different resnlt have been expected,
when the consequences which haye flowed from
i{3 creation, and particularly .from i*s sirnggles
lo perpeioate ils existence, had conffrmed, in so
siriking a manner, the apprehensivns of its ear-
liest opponents ;  when it bad been so clearly
demonstrated that & concentrated money power,
wielding so vast a capital, and combining such

. iocalcalable mesns of influence, may, in those
peculiar conjunelores to which this Guvernment
is unavoidably expused, prove an overmatch fur
the po“lic:ll power of the people themselves ;
when the troe character of i1s capacity to regulaie
acsording toits will and s interests, snd then \
teresis of its favorites, the value and prodnotion |
of the labor and property of every man in this

to time expectedl from the creation of a national

the manifold evils inseparzble from such an in-
stitation; diminish, 10 a greater exient than could
be accomplished!by any other measure of reform,
the patronage of the Federal Gouvernment—a
wise poliey in all Goveraments, hnt more espe

| cially ®o0 in ane like ours, which works well unly
in proportion 2s it is mwade 1o rely for iis supporl
apon the unhiasded and unadalterated opinions of
its constituenis;ido away, forever, all dependence
oa eorporate budies, erther in the raisivy, collect

ing, safe-keeping, or dishursing the publie reven-
ues ; and place the Government (qually above
the temptation pf fostering a dangereus aod un-
constitutiona) institetion at home, or tha neeessi

ty of adapiing its policy to the views and infe-
resis of a sull more formidable money power
abroad. .

[1 1s by adapting and carrying out these prin—
ciples, under sircumstances the mnst arduons and
discouraging, that the attempt has been made
thus far foccessfully, to demonstraig to the people
of the United S1ates that a national Bank at all
times, and a national debt, except 1 be ioscorred
at a period when the honor and safety of the oa-
tion demaod the temporary saciifice of a policy,
which should only be sbandoned 1n such exigen~
cies, are not merely anneccessary, but in dim_:t
and deadly hosiility to the principles of their
goverpment, atd to thei: own permanent welfare.

The progress made in the developement of
these positions; appears in the preceding skeich
of the past hisfory and present state of ihe ﬁ'n?n-
cial concerns of the Kederal Government. 'The
facts there stited fully anthorise the asserlion,
that all the parposes for which this Governmeo!
was instituled: have been aceomplished during
four years of greater pecuniary embarrassment
than were befure experienced in lime of peace,
and in the face of opposition asformidable as any
that was ever befure arrayed against the policy
of an adminisiraiion ; that thi€ has been done
when the ordibary revenues of the Government
were generally decreasing, as well from the ope
ration of the laws, as the condition of the coun
iry, without the creatiou of a perwnaneat paublic
debt, or incarfing any liability, other than soch
as the ordinary resources of the Government will
speedily cischarge, and witkoul the ageacy of 2
national bank.

[f this view of the proceedings of the Guvern-
meat, for the period it embraces, be warranted by
the facts as they are known to exist ; if thear
my and navy have beeon sustained to the full ex
tent authorized by law, and which Coongress
deemed suffivient for 1he defence of the country
and the protection cf i1s rights and iis homor ; il
its civil and diplomatic service has been cqnally
sustained ; if ample provision has been wmade
for the administration of jestice and the execu-
tion of the laws ; if the claims vpon pnblic grat
itude in behalf of the soldiers of the Revolution
have been promptly met, and faithtully dis
charged ; if there have been no failures in de-
fraying the very large expenditures growing out
of that lung-continued and saloiary policy ol
peacefully removing the Indians to regivae of
comparative safety and prosperity ; if the pub
lic faith has a1 all times, and every where, been
most sciopulously maintained by a prompt dis-
charge of the numerous, extended, znd diversi-
fied claims on the T'reasury ;—if all ihese great
and permanent vbjects, with many others that
might be stated, have, for a series of years,
marked by peculiar cdstacles and difficnliies,
heen successfully accomplished without a resert
to permanent debt, or the aid of a nstional benk;
have we not 3 right 1o expect that s policy, the
object which has been to sustain the public ser
viee independently of either of these froitful
sourees of digcord, will receive the flual sanc-
tion of a people whose unhiassed znd fairly eli-
cited judgment upon pablic affairs is oever ulli-
wately wrong 2

That embarrassment in the pecuniary con-
cerns of individuals, of unexampled extent and
duration, have recently existed in this 38 in oth-
er commercigl nations, {is undouvbted true. 1o
suppose it Racessary now (o trace these reverses

intelligence of my fellow-citizens. W hatever may
have been the vbscurity in which the subject was
involved durjng the earlier stages of the reval-
sion, there ¢annot pow be many by whom the
whole question is not fally noderstond.

Not deeming it within ihe constitutional pow
ers of the General Government 1o repair pri
vale losses pustaioed by reverses in business
baving no connexion with the public service, ei
ther by diregt appropiiations from the Treasuory,
or by special legislation designed 1o secure ex
clusive privileges and immunitias 1o individusle
or classes In) preferacce to and at the expinse of
the great majority necessarily debarred frum any
participatios in them, no attempt 1o do so has
been erher made, recommended, or encouraged,
by the present Executive. -

I1 18 belidved. however, that 1ha great porpo-
ses fur the attainment of the Federsl Govern-
ment was ins'itoted, have not been lost sight of.

tiously enumerated, distinctly specified, and de-
fined with |2 precision and clearness which

my consiant sim to confine myse!f within the
‘imits so clearly marked ont, and s carefully

guarded  lluving always been of opinion that
exieoded country, had been so fully and fearfully | the best preservative of the union utpzhe States

60'0{09«1; when it was notorious that a!l classes | 18 1o be fonnd in a total abstinence from the ex-
of this great communily had, by means of the | ereise of all doobifal powers on the part of the
power and influence it thus pussesses, been in- | Kederal Guvernment, rather than in al'emps o
fected 12 madness with a spirit of heedless specu- | assume them by 2 loose consiruction of the con
lation ; when it had been seen that, secore in the | stitution, ot an ingenivus perversion of its ﬁ'u.}d'e:,

sappuri of the combination of inflgences by which | [ have enisavared to avoid recom
it was surrounded, it conld viclate its charter, and Hamandihg Wy

set the laws st defiance with impasity ; snd
when, 100, it had become most apparent that 1o
believe that suck an accamulation of powers can
ever be granted withont the certainty of being
:bm‘ed. was (o iodnige in a falal delusion ?

To avoid the necessity of a permanent debi,
and its inevitable consequences, | have advoca-
ted,and endeavored 10 carry into sffect,ihe poliey
of confisiog the appropriations for the pablic ser-
vice Lo sach objecis only as 2re clearly within the
constitutional suthority of the Federsl Govern-
ment ; of excloding from its expenses those im
provident aod enautborised granis of public mo.
ney for works of iniernal improvemen!, which
were 8o wisel
interposition of my predecessor, and which, “i
they had not been checked, woold loeg before |
this time have involved ihe finances of the Gen- |
eral Guvernment in embarrassments far i

y anyof |

than thuss which are now experienced b the efficiency of -

e - ef] §y ot a government si: he bes
the States; of himiting all our expenditures to ! of all possible slrengg!h he (‘-Unﬁl:!ﬂei:': ;n:i :—t
(at elmple, anostentatious, and ecosumisel ad- ' rechment uf all rhose who make up he songitn.

in the opinion even of a considerable minornty of
my fellow pit.2zens, be regarded as irenching on

hallowed jnstrument of our Unjon. Viewinz
the aggregnie powers of the Federal Govern-
ment as a Voluniary coucession of the Siates, it
seems Lo e Lhat sach only should be exercised
as were at the time i1atended to be given.

I have been sirengthened, oo, in the propriety

to go beyund this, tend only 1o prodoce dissais.
factivn and: distrust, 1o excite jealousies and (o
provoke resistance. lnstead of adiding sirengih

weakness, by alienating a portion of thise whose
adhesion is indispensable 1o the great agaregate
of united strenath, and whose voluntary atisch-

i haracter of our institalions ; dfi
e ek the ceostvms, snd the | eure tv the Wbl

ttg.have hitherio saffered —espeeially those I many of the bendfits which have been [rom time |

banls, bat whichjhave never been reaiized ; avyid |

to their resources would be a reflection on the |

Intrasted odly with certain limited powers, can |

would seem 1o dely misconstruciion, it has Yeen |

measure which | hed reason 10 apprehend would, |

the rights of the States, ur the provisions of ihe |

of this coarse, by the conviction thai all effurls |

men!, w| 10 the Fudersl Government, even when success- |
y srrested by thp Constirational | ful, they must ever prove a source of incursble

greater | wentis, in my estimalion, far mure essential to |

1 en eleenit, »,."".
‘b been my parpose 1o se-
"“lhu belle ’{' “‘ and 10 every member
% - eral, nlumry-!"’ i
oSt of those republican
I Justitations whichWitas the end sad aim of d'l"‘
coustitatige 10 establish, and the imparial wfle-
eren of which is, in my judgment, i,mh'w'“l}
ble 1o their preservation. | csonul bring inyse
1o believe that :he lasting happivess of the peo-
| plg. the p]uspe[ii’ of the Slllel_, Dl'. the P@fﬂ_."
{ peucy of the Unioh, ean be mainisined by g1V
ing preference or priginy o any clase of citizens
in the distribation bf benefiss or privileges, ot by
the adoption of measires which enzich one por
| Vion of the Unijon at ihe expense of another; nor
| can | see in the interference of the Federal Go-
| yernment with the lucal legislation and reserve
rights of the States a remedy for presenl, or a
securily againsi tutuge daogers.

‘I'he first, and assaredly net the least, impor-
tant step towards relieving the coaolry from the
| condi‘ton inte which it had been rlln?ﬁ by ex-
| cesses in (rade, banking, and crediis © all Kinds,
was to place thifibusiness transactions of the Go-
vernment itself bn a3 solid basis ; givieg and re-
| ce.ving in all cases value for value, end peither
countancing pot encvuraging ia others that de-
lusive sysl:m uf crediis irom which it has been
found so difficalt to escape, and which has left
nothiog behind it bat the wreeks that mark its
fatal career.

‘I'hat the fipancial affairs of the Guvernmeant
are now, and have been during the whole period
of these wide-spreading difficalties, eol_ldncled
with a strict and invariavle regard 1o this great
fundamental srinciple, and that by the assump-
tion and maintenance of the stand thus taken on
the very threshold of the approaching crisis,
more than by any other cause or caeses Whate-
ver, the cummonity at large has been shielded
from tbe incaleulable evils of a general and inde-
finite suspeasion of specie payments, and a con-
sequent anninilation, for the whele period it
might have lasted, of a jost and invariable sian-
dard of value, will, it is belleved, at this periud,
scarcely be questioned.

A sieady adherence, oo the part of the Gov-
eromeat to the pulicy which has produced such
salutary resulis sided by jodicioos Siate legisla—
tion, and, what i« not less important, by the in-
dustry, enterprise, perseverance and economy ef
ihe American peuple, cannot fail to raise the
whule country, ai ao eatly period, 1o a state of
solid and enduring prosperily, not subject tn be
sgain overthrowa by the suspension of banks or
the explosion of a bloated credit system. It is
for the pedple,and their re e
cide wheihgr or bot the permgpent welfare of
the country (which all guoa cilizens equally de-
sire, however widely they may differ as to the
means of its aocumplishment) shall be in this
way seour-d } or wheiher the maoagement of
the pecuniary concerns ol the Guvernmeant, and
by consequence, (o a great exient, those of indi-
viduals also shall be carried back to a condilion
of things which fostered those coniraciions and
expsosions of Lbhe currency, und ithose 1eckless
abases of credit, frum the baleful effects of which
the country hus eo deeply suffered—a retarn that
can promise, 10 the end, no betier results than to
produce the embarrassments the Governwnent bas
experienced ; and tu remove from the shoulders
of the present, 10 these of fresh victims, the bit-
ter fruits of thai spint of speculative enlerprise
to which oor countzymen are so liable, and upon
which the lessocos of experience are so onavail-
ing. T'he chnice is an iroportant one, and | sin-
ceroly hope that it may be wisely made:

A report fram the Secreiary of War, present-
ing a delailed view of the afairs of that depari-
ment, accumpanies Lhis commvaoication,

The desnltory dulies cunoected with the re-
moval of the ludisns, in which the army has been
coonstantly engaged on the northern and western
fruntiers, and 10 Florida, bave rendered it im-
practieable 1o carry 100 full effect the plan re-
commended by the Secretary for improving ils
discipline. In every insiance where the regi-
ments have been cuncentreted they have made
greal prg d the best resulis may be an-

Qontinuance of this system.

of the conlederad
qual laws slope,

& assigned thew in the west

8 have performed efficiently,

y homaaity ; and that por

h has been stationed in Florida

continued aclive operations there throughout the
heats of summer.

The policy of 1he United Stales in regard to
the lodians, of which a succinct accoant is giv—-
eu In my messsge of 1838, and of the wisdom
and expediency of which | am fully satsfied,
hias been continued in aciive operation throvgh-
oot the whole priod of my sdministration. Since
the Spring of 1837, more than forty thousand In.
dians have been removed 10 their new homes west
of the Missiesippi, and | am happy 1o add, thai
all sccosnts concur in representing the resuli of
this weasure eminently beneficial to that people.

The emigration of the Seminoles alone has
been attended with serious cifficalty, and occa-
sioned bloodshed ; hostilities huving been eom-
menced by the Indians in Florida, under the ap-
prehension that they weuld becompelled by force,
to comply with their treaty stipulations. The
execulion of the treaty of Payne's Landing,
signed in 1832, but not ratified ontil 1834, was
pustponed, at the solicitation of the Indians, un
til 1836, when 1hey again renewed their agree.
{ ment lo temove peaceably to their new homes in
| the west. In the face of this solemn and re-

vewed compact, they broke their faith and com

menced hestilities by the massacre of Major
Dade‘s. command, the murder of their sgent,
Gen. Thompsun, and other acts of croel tieach

ery. \When this alarming and unexpected in-
telligence reached the seat ol Government, every
j effurt appears 1o have beeo wade 0 reinforce
| General Clinch, who commanded the troops theo
| in Florida, General Euvstis was despatched with
teinforcemerts- from Charleston, troups were
called oot from. Alabama, Tennessee and Geor-
(@12 ; and General Seott was sent 10 take the
| comwmand, with ample powers and ample means.
At the first alarm, General Gaines organized a
| force 2t New Urleans, and, without waiting for
| otders, landed in Florida, where he delivered
| over the troops he had brought with him to Gen.
| Secott.
| Governor Call was snbseqnently appointed to
| eondpct a° summer campaign, and at the close
' uf 1t was replaced by General Jesup. These
' even's and changes lovk place under the admin-
isttauon of my predecessor Notwilthsiandin
| the exeriuns of the experienced officers who b
' eummauded there for eighteen monihs, on entet-
| ing apen the administration of the Guvernment
- [ toand the Terntory of Florida a prey to Indian
Latroeities. A sirenoous effurt was immediately
{ made 10 dring Me<e hostilities to a close ; and
| the armiy, under Gen. Jesup, was reinforced vn-
| til it amuaoted to ten theusand men, and furnish-
ed with abuacant supplies of every descripiion.

. Ia thie eampaign a greal nnmber of the enemy i

| were capiured and destroyed ; but the character
of the euntest was only changed. The [ndisus,
| bavirg been drfeated in every engagement, dis-
, Pe:sed 1a sauzil bands thronghont 1he country,
| 3nd begame an enterprising, furmidable and roth-
l less bandini, Gen Vay'or, whu suceeded Gen-
(eral Jesap, used his best exertiogs to swbdue
{ them. ang wss seconded 10 his efforts by the offi
cers nnder 113 cotomand, bui he, tou, failed 1o

pratecl Me Terdrore fom thelr d-Preditbes.

ntatives, to de-

comb, who was

3
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rying into effect the ex
sl oy Jr ce:-'g’::, and have continced thelf
devasisiions ever sinoe. Gen. mulc:‘;t"h‘:]
was in Flosida when General "Faylor :d d
army, 5y pumiuion,uwn_ed the ummab ,and,
sfisr aclive summer operalions, was mel ly plpnp;
ositions for peace; snd, from ﬂ_ng.‘l'o:'lun : ?am »
| cideace of 1he lru!-al in Fl:!l:la évminnkl -
| pericd, of a delegation from O ad
ste happily settied west of the Mississippl, e
are now angzious 10 persuade their countrymen 1o
join them there, h were (or some li:;d u:
terizined that the Indizos might be m;lﬁ‘= Y 0
leave the Territory without further dificuhy.
These hopes have proved fallacious, & hostilities
have been renewed throoghout the whole ofdlhe
Territary. That this contest has endured so
long is to be atinbuted to causes beyond the co:;-
trol of the Guvernment. [Experienced Genenals
have had the commsnd of the troops; officers
and soldieis have slike distinguished lhemulvu.
for their activity, patience, and enduring courage;
the army has been constantly farnished with
supplies of every description ; and we must luok
for the causes which have so long procrastinated
the issue of the contest, in the vast extent of
the theatre of hostilities, the almos! inssrmount
able cbstacles presented by the valure of the
country, the climate, and the wily character of
the savgges. e -

I'he sites for marine hospitals on the rivers

and lakes, which | was authorised to selec! and
cause lo be purchased,bave all been gesignated ;
but the sppropriation not prowing sufficient, con-
ditional arrangements ooly have been made for
their acquisiion. It 18 for Congress 1o decide
whether those conditional purchases shall be
sanctioned, and the bumane intentions of the
law carried into full effect.

‘Piie Navy, as will appear (rom the sccompa-
nying report of the Secreiary, has been osefully
and tononbly employed in the protecticn of ovr
commerce anc gilizens in the Mediteranean, the
Pacific, on the coast of Brazil, and in tbe Golf
of Mexico. A small equadron, consisting of the
frigate Constellation, and the sloop of war Bos-
ton, under Commodore Kearny, is now on
its way 1o the China and Indian seas, for the pur-
pose of attending to our interssis in that quarier;
& Com'der Avlick,in the slovp of-war Yorktown,
bas beeun instructed fo visit the SBandwich and
Society Jslands, the coasts of New Zealaod and
Japan, together with otber poris and islands fre-
quented by our whale abips, for the purposs of
giving them connienance asd preteciion, should
tbey be required. Other smaller vessels bave
béen, and still are, employed in prosecutiog the
surveys of the coast of the United Smtes, di-
rected by various acts of Coagress, and those
whioh have besa completed will shortly be laid
before you.

The exploring expedition, at the laiest date,
was preparing 1o leave the Bay of Islands, New
Zealand, in further prosecation of objests which
bave thus far, been' successfolly accomplished.
The discovery of a sew connnent, which was
first seen fn latitude 66 deg. 2 mia. s_unl.h. lon-

itode 153 deg. 40 min. east, by Lmu_teunls
{’Vilkeo and Eudm. for an extest of eighteen
hundred wiles, bat oo whieh they were pre-
vented from landing by vast bodies of iee which
encompassed it, is one of the honorable ru_nlu
of the enterprise. Lieot Wilkes bears testimo-
ny to the zeal and good conduct of his officers
and men ; and it is but justice to that officer to
state that he appears to have perforu.ed the do-
ties assigned to him with an order, ability, and

rseverance, which give every assuraccs of an
onorable issue to the uonderiaking.

‘The report of the Postmaster General. here—
with transmitted, will exhibit the service of that
depariment the past year, and its preseot condi-
tion. ‘The transportation has been maiutained
daring the year to the full exteat authorized by
the ex’sting laws: some improvements have
been effected, which the pablic interes! seemed
argently io demand, but not iovolving any ma-
terial additional expenditure; the cublraclors
have generally performed \beir engagemeonis
with fidelity ; the posimasters, with few exce
tions, bhave renderered their aceounts and paid
their quarierly balanees with promptitude ; 2od
the whole service of the department has main-
tained the efficiency for which it has for several
years been distinguished.

‘T'he acts of Congress establishing new mail
routes, and requiring more expensive services on
others, and the increasing wants of the cvuntry
have for three years past,carried the expenditures
somethiog beyond the accruing revenues ; the
exness having been met, until the past year, by
the sorplus which had previously accumulated.
‘T'hat surplos having been exhaunsied,and the an-
ticipated inrefise in the revenve not having been
realized, owing to the depression in ibe com.
mercial business of the country, the finsnces of
the department exhibit a sivall deficiency
at the close of the fiscal year. Ilis resources,
however, are ample; and the reduced rates
of compensation for the transpottativn services,
which may be expected on the foture lei-
tings, form the general reduction of prices, with
the increase of revenue:that may reasonably be
anticipated from the revival of commercial activ—-
ity, must eoon place the finances of the depart-
ment 1o a progperous condition,

Considering the unfavoible cir~umstances which
bave existed during the past year, 1t is a grat-
ifying result that the revenue bas mot declined,
%8 cempared with the preceding year ; bat,
on the contrary exibits a small incresse;
circamstances referred to having no other -effect
than to check the expected income.

It will be seen that the Postmaster Gen-
eral soggesis certain improvements io the estab-
lishment, designed to reduce the weight of the
mnil_s. c:hcape.n tragsporiation ,cusure greater reg-
ola_my‘ in the service, and secure a considerable
reduction in the rates of letter posiage—an ob-
ject bighly desirable. The subject is one of gen-
eral interest lo the community, and is respectful-
ly recommended to your eonsideration.

The soppression of the Afriean slave-trade has
reeeived the continaed atiention of the Gevern-
meat. The brig Dolphin and schooner Grarm.
-pus have been employed during the late season
on the Coast of Africa, for the porpose of pre-
venting such portions of that trade as wss said
lo be prosecuted under the American flag. Af-
ter cruisiog off those parts of the cosst most uso-
ally resorted to by slavers, antil the commence -
ment of the rainy season, these vessels retarn-
C.d to the United Siates for sapplies, and have
since been cespatched on a similar serviee.,

. From the reports of Ate enmmanding officers,
It appears that the trade is now principally car-
ried on uader Porteguese colors ; and they ex-
press the opinion that the apprehension of theis
presence vo the slave eoast hag. i

gree, arrested the prostitution of t:ha. 'Ar::n‘::;
Flag, 10 this inhomane purpuse.

om: Itistobe b

e: that. by continving to waintain this foree 0%:
\hal quarier, and by the exertiuns of the -officers
I command, mach will be dune 10 pol a stop to

whatever porion of this traffic may hav
cartied on under 1be Americnp Fla, andelnb:r:
VESL it use in a trade which, whi : it vlolates
the laws, is equally an ouirage on the righis of
others and she feelings of bumanity, ‘I'he ef.
forts of the several Governments nl;o are tnx-

fvasly seeking : o surpress 1h
however, be directed 'll;lin: . s

from Washingion for the }ep-euh merchandize, a0d articjgg pophtcied

with the proseculion of the slave giade ar® 'l 18§ of
ondersiond, fieely =earried bY Vessels of - Si€r-
ent mations to ke slave faciories ; and the effects
of the fuctors are transporied openly from' one
slave station lo another withouy jinterruption or
pooishmeat by either of the nations 10 which
g engaged inibhe commerce of that

iom. 1 sube our judg whether this
Gwew'hﬂ% the fizst 1o prohibit by
adeqnale penaltias, slave-irade—the first 1o
declare it piracy —should not be the firsi, alsn o

Morbid to s citizena all trade with the slave fac.

tories on the coast of Africag |

ing an example
1o s}l nations in this tespeet,’

ich, if fairly fol-

lowed cannot fail to produce the most effective
resolts iu breaking up those dens of inignity,
M.VAN BUREN:
IV ashingion. December 5, 1840,

REMARKS.

Of Mr. Bamirrox C. Joxngs, of Ronén, -
on the Bill to locale the Judges.

Mr. Sreager : Tha Bill that has come
hither liom the Senate, 1hiealens so serious
an infraction opon the Jadicial character of

sttention 1n en examination of its provisions.
It proposes that the Judges who may be
hereafter elected, shall reside, one withn
each of the Judicial Circuits of the State.
The effect of this rule will be (o nartow
down the field of selection from the whole
State to one-seventh part of it. Nay, sz,
in times of high party excitement-such times
as some of us have more than once witnes-
sed in this Hall, it will te hmited to a sull
smeller fraction ; for it will be made from
the Attoroeys within that limit belonging to
the dominaunt party. Has it not been the fact
in more instances than one, and at sarious
times, that there was nol more than ope
precusing Lawyer within a gweo Judicial
Circuit belonging to the party baving a ma-
jority in this Assembly ? and that Lawyerby |
no means distinguished ¢ Yet, sir, the prac-
tical operation of this law would to
“ thrust greainess ” on him. Will you pol,
by the Senate’s Bill, choke up the spring of
professional merit, and lessen the quanfum |
of material out of which to make Judges
over the whole State? What will tecome

of the esprit de corps 2 What of that no-

ble emulation, which makes the ardent mind
struggle oo to eminence, at the expeunse of
health and domestic happiness ?

Ab! who eould tell bow hard it is toelimb

The steep, where fame’s proud T'emple shines
afar!

Who would attempt to chimb? Who
would toil againsi the rugged steep, when he
saw snother, tsken perhaps from the very
rear of the Profession, lifted by vperstion of |
lsw to the | of his sspirstions ? Whe
would roin his orgens of digestion over the
** digested laws,”” when be hed a fair hope,
himsell, of being thus easily translated to the
piooacle of his hopes without this sacrifice ?

But | may be told, that this Bill does not
confine the selection to the Circuit. T only
provides that when selected, he shall Gx his
ressidence within the vacant Circuit. 1 will
not advert to the 1ndelicacy cf s candidate’s
moking a bergain to break up bis established
home end go into an infected region, for 2n
office of this sacred kind ; but sir, the ope-
ration and effect will be generally, as I be-
fore stated it—to confine the selection to
the vacant Circuit. There is no law com-
pelling 8 Solicitor to reside within his Cir-
cuit, much less to confine the selection to a
given section ; yel, whoever thinks of any
ooe for that office, but the Attorneys living
witbin the Circuit.  Although another may
have the very highest degree of gqualification,
and although bhe may bave personal favor and
influence in the Assembly, and slthough he
may be a favorite with his party, (3s we our-
selves have witnessed at Lhis very session,)
thers is always a strong disinclination to pre-
fer bim to this office. Professional pride
and local jealousies take fire ot the bare sug-
gestion. Like the Officer of the Syrian King,
they say “ are oot Absna and Pharfar, nivers
of Damascus, better than all the waters of
Israel ¢’ Are not our own*Attorneys ss good
es the Allorneys of any other Circuit ? Shall

we be beholden to others for our resident
Judge ?

But what is the greal good to come, of
breaking up our old and venerated sysiem ?
It 18 slleged, that great inconvenience arises
from the want of a Judge in vacstion, to
grant Writs of Injunciion, Cerliorari, Re-
cordari and Habeas Curpus. To tius | an-
swer—ibat in all the cases mentioned, but
the laet, relief can be had by preparing the
papers and sending them by mail even tothe
most distant pert of the State ; end 1n all
the cases, the three Judges of tbe Supreme
Court have concurrent power with the seven
Superior Court Judges to grant these extia-
ordinary writs. With these ten officers
scaliered, not always promiscuously, {for ce-
teris paribus his locaticn 13 always wore or
less regarded in the present mode) there is
no grest danger of extreme hardship. Be
It remembered, 3lso, that. there is alrcady a
tribunal for granting the privilege of bail ; to
wit, the examining Magistrates. If they do
not executo their office over ngidly, there is
no neceesily for the application. Deos 1
Dot comport with the observation of every
gentleman present that these officers, are
prone to the side of mercy ? s not sech
the case even to a fault? Let gentlewen
jost consider how rarely a case of hardship
occurs in fact. When has it been seen that |-
® man, obviously not guilty, has been refused
bail in a capital case by a Magustrate 7 And
when has 1t occurred that even in such a
case he hassuffered oppression long fur want
of a Judge to examine into the cause of de- | ¢
lainer ? If sach untoward occurrences do |

hsppen, they sre certaiply very rare and

ought aot 1o form the basis of legislation.—

Itis wrong (o reason from extreme cases,
but it is ovt of the question to make expeii-,
ments upoa the vital part of our Judielary,

lest a few poor snd respeclable mavslsyers or
bouse-breakers may happen to stay 1a juil a

few days longer than they deserved.

tb TN ) .
{orded Oy wifar are mm@m;_m‘,' ‘f'.';,':,',:;

Bt there is another festore 1a this Bill
which | regerd as peculialy objeetionable.

- o

North Ceroliga, that this [louse will pardon | v
me for occupying a sma!l pertion of their | he



