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10 15 GENERAL'TAYLOR ?
Who (len. Taylor? Eglighll_\' askedl
o whea it was ascertained that .th.nt
bt had been srlvctedl h.:-, the Adm.ntls-
wop 1o thke cnm‘mand of the expedition
i[bvil‘l'g orgn'mzml_ to defend Texas
st '\[pxic;an invasjon, - .
"Who isGen, Taylor? znxiously . asked
L ndd,jwhen the naws arrived that the
| erient) irm Y Gader his command, was
atenctt with destraction by an over-
s¢'niing force of Mexicans on the Rio
l"':"'f" ‘ | 7 -
Who 4 3o Taylor’ .w.mnh*rmuly ur}d
.ﬁ;.":n'.,'l,\"""“""ir?ml millions, not only in
4 eouniry, bat juurn’pf:, whr:n the glad
i T reecived that with consum-
. skill pnd gallantry, he had extrica-
l«g‘;ﬂirtlli‘ army from their perilous po-
'ap, 40 driven the enemy beyond Ric
i || ‘
fhe slotming of Monterey, esteemed
o o tiracle, hag pafed before the
fint tictory achieved at Buena Vista,
;'d‘nﬂli“’ . t0 have answered the ques.
it lht'%lf‘{“! of this article, has at once
Q;{,.M‘-’"‘-‘l'r"m inereased rufil hm'n.' to
L etent, gratified.] Much information |
‘_ wf}i elicited, and yet not ‘Pnnnah to
i the public mind.  One informs us
Lo g gentleman of wealth and fam-
+« gho prefers the “ ghances and chang-
"';;:f:ni]|t:1r}-' life to an existence of idle-
" and pase,,| Another, that he is a mod-
' mj,,iqg,un_rbk:!-nl:uinusnmluu-rilurinn.-:
 oficer, who has deen more service.
o W mpre hard koocks, than any of
o military men now living. Others have
Lid from the ashes| of the past, a re- |
wobrance, faint, and indistrict, of servi-
e rendgred by [himp, in days past, at
fﬂ”:miiwri.- .inithe lil:lrck Hawk war,
ol at Okee-cha:-bee: The army and
gegoblic (knpw Him|as “Old Znack,”—
@l Bovgh and Ready)—the *Hero of
fleAlto, Rreacn de la Palma, Monterey.
wl Bernal Vista '—One of the Great Cap-
gt df the Age,—'One with whose name
ihst wag never coupled,—one who e-
?“-n,-u-ll eonceives his campaigns and
Wiles, oxpetes them when conceived,
ol describes them when executed. The
wmicg of the country know him as * The
mt who never sutrenders.”
Weveral Zachary Tmylor was born in
age county. Vitginia, in the year 1790,
‘le comes from an ancient Virginia
v, which emigrated from England
wh other friends‘of Jiberty, and settled
gie eastern part, of Virginia, near two
mnries ngo-—-a fAmily which las since
W great]y distinguished in its branch-
wiwhich'ls conneécted with or related to
mt of thel first fafnilies of Virginia., the
thore, Miudikeus, l.aes, Barbanrs, Pen-
@os, Conways, Taliaferros, and num-
SE aAmony T:il"‘lr omaments .‘":l'.lf‘h names
§ames ,"Ia:likum, Richard Henry Lee,
& Taylarof Carolipe, Judge Pendleton,
’wx.nnl!'UhHi]\ Bathour, Gen. Gaines,
"-.-”-.Hli nl.Tr"‘l&.“. e
s father, Richard Taylor, went to
migeky | within | a| foew months aftep
e explored the country; and then
ke on fdot, proceeded through the then
lerivss, now comstituting the States of
Messeé, Miksis<ippi, nnd Louisiana. to
Oeleans, swheneg he returned by sea
":if:inij. h;”‘lf)i”ti'{l n Colgael in the
Weeninl Atinyv.iha Berved with great
W to bimsell' through the Revolution-
ywarand was engaged in many of the
Wegiebkated bayles of that period.—
"8 with Washington at Trenton on
wmas day, 1776.° In 1790. Col. Tay-
Jogethar with Clols. Croghan and Bul-
sremoved to Kentucky—Znchary be-
A that e only it few months old.—
i Mald was atlthit time the hunting
--!l_li.,ufﬂ;n Indians—their battle field
Wit themse lvdg—scene of their con-
it and bldody exeursions against the
e séttlers, Heneée it is called Ken-
WS medning i 1heir language * 1T'he
Siand bloody ground.” In the. battles
™ the Indians, Col Taylor greatly dis- |
uished: himself, apd Gov, Grayson, of
‘ueky, is known to have said—*If |
Mt polug ta' attack! the gales of h—I, 1
iy Want Cal. Dick to lead the storm-
ben peacp was established Col.
ed many honorable and respon- |
uf'}.".““”-f“- e wis one of the framers
lu::fd ;:unhlilll!lun af Kentucky; repre-
“Jellersdn county and Louisville city
h‘!:all_‘f Years in both branches of the
gislature, and was a member of
Meeloral ¢olleges which voted for Jef-
-“ﬁdison, Moaroe, and Clay.
the ‘politicians of Kentucky, he is
( tbered as oneof the few men of the

' M&“)‘. who could be elected
L8 the itement of the * Old Court
New Coyrt question.”
L taflor diedd on his plantation near
|u0, IFM'ing three sons. (his second
: ﬂh'.som;. George and William, hav-
Previously.) Ilancoek, Zachary
Py and three daughters, Eliza-
e and FEmily. |
“Jlmm Taylor, of Newport, (Ky..)
Ul 0 0F Col. Taylor, and brother
h")" as has | sly sta-
T s been erroneously sta
e g cousin. _
te toock, Elizabeth, and Emily, have
et P8 heir father, so that Joseph and
: :f*”m t'ml_\' brother and sister of
‘!bq oW living. ' The descen.clan!slol'
e;;_!'"d members of the family, wit h
" K Plions, ' live in and ncar Louis-
; ! ?n!uck}-_,
B the dangers and difficulties of
Warfare, and the hardships and
_‘m:“-“f?\ fronlipr life, was General
Ny :f‘“""l 4nd educated. . As a boy
-eam,l"gtlnnn, lie was noted for his
W 2eter-hisblunt, stardy straight-
Besg_ i
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acter which has so wonderfully displfijefd
i [ -

sketch applied for a commission in the

Is SAPE.”
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or.—~Many family and neighborhood an-
ecdotes are told of his feats and hardihood
and his adventores. . ?
Night after night was he in the habit
of seeing the house barricaded, and the
arms prepared to repel any attack that

might be made before the morning dawn-
ed.

Seatcely a wéek passed that there
was no‘n alarm, or an actual incursion
of Indians amongst the settlements. Even
on his way to school was ke in danger of
the tomahawk and scalping knife. | |

On one occasion, some of his school

males were murdared and scalped by the |

Indians, within a hundred yards of the

point where He and bis brothers had sep-
arated from them. 1

Who.can say what effect a boyhoodso
passed had in the formation of the ch

itself in Mexico? o
Amongst his intimates at school, were

his brother, Col. Jos. P. Taylor, who dis-

tinguished himself 4t the Battle of Okee-

scarcely baye denicd him.

‘ergetically

cho-bee, and has now the control of the
Commissary Departments in Mexico, and
Col. Geo. Croghan, subsequently the * He-
ro of Sandusky.’ ; !:
In 1808, after the affair of the Chesa-
peake and Leopard, the subject of this
Army, and was: appointed by Mr. Jeffer-
son, then President of the United Sta
a Ist Lieutenant in the 7th Infantry. His
career from that time to the breaking out
of the hostilities between this epuntry and
England, has buat little interest for.the
public. Attending to the routine of his
duties, he but prepared himself for the
more active service of his profession, when
opportunity should offer. ' |
Atthe opening of the campaign in 1812,
we find hin a Captain in command of
[Fort Iarrison, a rude and weak stockade
on the Wabash, with a small force not

exceeding fifty men, most of whom were |
like himself, disabled by sickness from |
doing duty. In this state, a body of 400 |
British and Indians endeavoured to get
possession ol his defences by stratagem.
In this they were foiled by his wariness |
and eaution. They then on the 5th Sep-
tember, 1812, aitacked him and made
most strenuous efforts to carry his works,)|
They suceeeded in firing a block house,
which constituted one side of his d=fences, |

and thus opened a way for their assaults. |
I spite of this, his own sickness, and the
inetlicicney of his command, he succeeded |
in repulsing them with considerable loss. |
They abandoned the undertaking. For-

this gallant defence, My. Madison confer-

red upon him tke Brevet rank of Major— |

the first Brevet ever conferred in our Ar-
miy.

In 1832 he commanded the regular
troops in the Black Hawk war, and en-
dured the hardships and privations of that
most vexatious campaign. For several
vears after that he remained in command

of" Fort Crawtord, at Prairie du Chien,
(built by him.) and keptin awe the Indian |
tribes in that quarter.
called * Big Chief™

In 1836, as Colonel of the 1st Infantry,
hes went to Florida—relinquishing far-
lough (we think) to doso. There he was
placed in command of a sepérate column,
composed of the 1st, 4th and 6th Infantry,

- —some artillery. and the Missouri volun-

teers. On the 25ih day of December, 1837,
Christmas Day, with the above named
troops, amounting to about 5900 men, he
attacked and defeated at Okee-cho-bec.
seven hundred Indians under the com-
mand of Sam Jones, Alligator, and Coa-
choo-chee. "The Indians were strongly
posted in a dense hammock, perfectly con-
cealed, and confident of victory.. The
hammock crossed in [ront and partially
flanked on either side, the only approach
to their position. This approach was per-
feetly exposed, and led through a swamp
covered with saw-grass, in the mire of
which our men sunk to the knee at every
step. Gen. Taylor (then Colonel) was
then as now not to be deterred by difficul-
ties and dangers. e attacked the ene-
my in their position, and after a bloody
and desperate engagement for three hours,
succeeded in driving them before him
with great slaughter, at the point of the
bayonet. Some idea may be formed of
the severity of the contest from the fact,
that Gen. Taylor here lost Col. Thompson,

Col. Gentry, Capt. Van Swearengen, Lits.

Brooke and Carter, and 149 men—more
than one-fourth his whole force. Major
Noel, who was hreveted tor his gallantry
in this action, entered the swamp with a
{ull company and had only seven men at
the close of the battle. This was the se-
verest battle, and the last one in the Flor-
ida war. Gen. Taylor, as is his custom,
was every where|in the thickest of the
fight. For this action he received the
brevet rank of Brigadier General, and the
command in Florida, After four or five
years hard service amengst the swamps
and diseases of Florida, Gen. Taylor de-
sired to be recalled, and was assigned the
command of the 1st Military Department,
composed of Louisiana, Mississippi, Ala-
bama, Arkansas, &c., with his headquar-
ters at Fort Jesup. There he remained,
waiting quietly until his country should
require his more active services.

When it was determined by the Admin-
istration to send an army to the frontiers
of Texas, Gen. Taylor was selected to

8 firmness of purpose— command it. He was (we are informed)
ess—his foresight and de- |

requested by the War Department to with-

and retiring demean- | draw an application for a furlough which |

&

-

By them he w;asf

h'? bad_'previomly' filed, and which fréum
his uninterrupted services, the courtesy
and custom of the Department could
Ever self sa-
crificing and always scrupulously atten-
tive to even the shadow of duty, he gave
up his furlough, as he had before done,
when ordered to Florida, and entered en-

tatement may at first view appear
ciate Gen. Taylor as he deserves.
whole country rings with his fame—

tliq"great and small, rich and poor, de-
light to do him honor—scarcely a breath

;.His own fo!

|

f detraction mingles with the homage al-

‘most universally awarded him—yet, we
repeat, bat few appreciate him as he de-

rves. Canmght and blinded by the splen-
dour of his most astonishing victories, how

few consider the labors, the cares, the

ieties, the diificulties, he experienced
preparing, in organizing this expedi-

tion, in & country unprepared by pelicy
and in fact, for entering intora campaign.

How few think of the obstacles to be over-

: .cn}i,neil'l‘t'he embarkation—uponthe march,
—and in the camp.
his feelings—his distress—when in his
camp he saw his men destitute of the com-
‘monest necessaries, dying, day after day, |
from disease and exposure.

IHHow few consider

0 How few ap-
preciate his extended views of policy, his

in bis despatclies to the War Department,
written about that time. Ilow few ap-
preciate the readiness and ability with
which he accepted and carried out the
views, half military, half political, of the

government, from the moment he landed

at Corpus Christi. throughout the war, but
more especially in his march to Matamo-
ros—his conduet an the march—and his
course whilst at Fort Brown. At the risk
of his liTe, and that thing dearer than life,
his reputation, hie swerved not in the
slightest degree [rom the spirit of the line
of policy marked out for him by his gov.
ernment. Who would envy him his feel-
ings whilst in the face ol an enemy, who,
he knew, could make all preparations
and strike him or remain friendly, at their
own election; and at whatever time and

| under whatever circumstances best suited

them. while he must lay quiet and await
the blow? Who can sufliciently praise
him for his foresight, forbearance and en-
durance, when, although his camp was
almost in a state of mutiny, he refrained
from crushing, as le could easily have
done, the small parties which (irst crossed
the Rio Grande? Had he done so. he
would have bad on his hands an endless,
vexatious, guerilla war, and the glorious
battles of the 8th and 9:h would have ne-
ver been fought. As much as Gen. Tay-
lor deserves for those battles, (and who
will say he does not deserve greatly ?) he
deserves ten-fold more for his conduct
prior to the time when they were fought,
The former showed him a General of skill,
coolness, gallantry—the latter proved him
not ouly a soldier, but a man of energy
and endurance, one who could not only
act but wait, a man of sirong mind capa-
ble of extending military and political
views,

great military plans since disclosed to us’

To follow Gen. Taylor's course through

the Mexican ecampaign from the 7th of
May, 1816, to the present time would be
a work ol supererogation. What man
with American heart and feeling need be
reminded of achievements which have
done more to give us confidence in our-
selves to raise us in the estimation of the
world than anything which has occurred
since the gallant actions during the war
of 18127 Through city and village—aup-
on hill and plain—trom the highest to the
lowes!, the name of Gen. Taylor has be-
come a household word—his victories and
his despatches the theme of every tongue.

On the 8th and 9th of May, were fought

the battles of Palo Alto and Resaca de la .

Palina. Who has forgotten the anxiety
which ‘pervaded the country, when the
news arrived that our little army at Mazt-

~amoras was surrounded by three or four

times their number ol the enemy, and their
communicationscut ofi ! Some commen-
ced cavilling at the capacity of the Gener-
al in command. The many inquired anx-
iously as to his character and capacities,
the very few (yet were some found) know-
ing the man and recollecting his services
in time past. predicted that all would be
done that skill and gallantry could effect.
Even the most hopeful inquired, the num-
ber of rations in his camp, and calculated
how long he could maintain Fort Brown,
and when reinforcements could reach him.
He however entertained no suach ideas as
these. He decided upon and performs a
coup de main, which at once stamped him
as a general, and which we are informed,
is the same suggested by the Duke of
Wellington in conversation, upon the ar:
rival in England of the news of the posi-
tion of our forces. Leavingin Fort Brown
a garrison with instructions “to hold out
to the last extremity,” he with the main
body of his army moved down to Point
Isabel, put that post in a state of security,
obtained additional ammunitions and pro-
visions, and commenced retracing his steps
to the relief of the gallant men he had left
behind him, and to the maintenance of
the position he had taken. To the war
Department he wrote detailing his pro-
ceedings, and saying ™ if the enemy ob-

struet my march, in whatever force I will | was by Gen. T
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| ce-amounted to 2000 men, en-
cumberéd with a long train of wagons.
He could bring into the fight only 1700

| men, yet with these he drove the enemy

from théir position with great loss. and
slept upon the battle field. On the morn-

upon the work assigned him. | ing of the 8th a council was called as to
With his career since that time,—glorious

and dazzling as it is—the country is fa.
n'iﬂhl‘. ‘Yo;&y, comparatively—strange

the expediency of proceeding,—fortifying
themselves and awaiting reinforcements.
or falling back to Point Isabel. In the
council there was a diff:rence of opinion.
Gen. Taylor’s decision deserves to be re-
corded in history—* If I live, I will sleep
in Fort Brown to-night. 1le was as good
as his word, and thereby saved the noble
garrison which had defended Fort Brown
against the unremitting attacks of the
Mexicans for five days and nights.

He resumed his march and continued it
until he reached the Resaca or de la Pal-
ma. llere Le found the enemy, who hav-
ing been reinforced now amounted to 9900
men, advantageously posted in a position
of their own selection, crossing the road
along which he must pass, having their
front protected by the ravine and their
flanks™ by the thick chapparal. e did
not hesitate to attack them, and a most
glorious and complete victory crowned
his arms. The enemy were driven be-
vond the Rio Grande and that night Gen.
Taylor Slept in Fort Brown. The loss of
the Mexicans in these battles, amounting
itfs believed, in killed and wounded 1o
two thousand men (though Gen. Taylor's
modesty estimates the number less in his
despatches.) proves that they fought well.
There were collected there the choice
troops of Mexico. Rank alter rank was
mowed down, and replaced—the guns
were again and again captured, retaken,
and manned, and the vietory was ouly
complete when at least one seventh of the
whole Mexican Army had been placed
hors du combat.  The limits of this sketch
will not allow us to speak fully Gen. Tay-
lor’s praises, nor to recount the thousand
acts of gallantry displayed in these two
days.  The first mail which teuded to
relieve our anxicties brought us the news
of the brilliant victories. The country
was electrified, the world astonished, and
Gen. Taylor was at once and deservedly
ranked amongst the great Captains of the
world. = His indifference to danzer was
attested by his being everywhere in the
thickest of the fight, and the perfect ecol-
ness and calmness with which he survey-
ed the field, and gave his orders; when
desired by his stafl} to retire from a posi-
tion where the balls fell thick he replied,
“Let us move a little nearcr and they
will pass over our leads.” We cannot
refrain from telling one anecdote illustra-
tive of his tact. A large body of Mexi-
can cavalry was about charging a weak
battalion, which was thrown into sqnare to
repel it. It being imposible for Gen. Tay-
lor in the then stage of the tight to detach
any troops to its support, he himsell, alone,
rode amongst them saying—-= Men. | place
mysell in your square.”  The soldiers re-
cognised their Gen,, gave him a cheer, and
receiving the enemy with a well dirccted
fire, repulsed them with Joss,

For these battles Gen. Tavlor received
the Brevet rank of Muajor General, the
thanks ol Congress, and a gold medal com-
memorative of the events. Thanks were
voted him, and swords presented him by
Louisiana and other States. lle was
subsequently appointed a full Major Gen-
eral under the Supplement war bhill. A
few days afier these Lattles Gen, ‘Paylor
crossed the Rlio Grande, :
sion of Matamorss., From that time to
the early part of H»-;-]rir-n':ln-r ke was en-
gaged in receiving, organizing, disciplin-

1 (]
and 1loo DOsSses-

ing his reinforcements, principally volun-
teers 3 establishing depots—collecting pro-
visions and munitions ol war—procuring
means of transporting his army into the
interior of Mexico. These duties always
much more vexatious and laborious than
fighting, and at the same time lessappre-
ciated. After making every

eifort iIn

his power he found in the early part of

September that he had early transpora-
tion suflicient for the provisions, munitions,
and material, for 6000 troops. With this
number however he determined to move
forward to Monterey, the capital city of
the State of the Nuevo Leon. This he
found admirably fortified as well by na-
ture as by art, and defended by 10,000
troops,besides the armed inhabitants. The
situation of this city rendered it defensi-
ble.

There were strong works upon the
right and le(t of the town extending to the
rear. In the city there is the Black Fort,
-—almost impregnable when properly man-
ned. Besides all this their streets were
barricaded, and every house constituted a
fortress, being looped for musketry Nt_)-
thing daunted, Gen. Taylor attaciked this
wGibralter,” and after three days hard
fighting compelled Gen. Ampudia the
commandant to capitulate.—That he should
have succeeded against such odds, ar.]d un-
der such disadvantages, is as he himself
ingeniously remarks, *ore ol the unac-
countable events of the age.” It was ac-
knowleédged to be an achievement more
brilliant than the victories of the Palo Al-
to and Resaca, and has been character-
ised as. “ an instance of daring and suc-
cess which has few if any parallels in mo-
dern warfare.”—Never was more consum-
' mate generalship displayed than there

!
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{have retained Gen. Twigg'sin front. These

aylor on this occasion. It|and in chief, that in the event
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w been his plan onjginally to send Gen,
Yorth's division to the right of the town,
Gen. Batler's to the left and rear, and 1o

positions were (o have been taken on the
21st. 'On_lhe night of the 21st he, with
Twizg's divisions wduld have carried the
citadel.  On the mofning of the 22nd the
three divisions were o have moved simul-
tancously to the attack from their various
pomrl‘qn. and the city must have fallen un-
der this well digested plan. “Man pro-
poses, but God disposes.”
of the original plan of Gen. T. to create
on the morning of the 21st a diversion in
the favor of Gen. Worth, who had on the
20th been ordered to take up the position
contemplated as above described. On the
night of the 20th Gen. Worth having dis-
covered that the opposition offerred him

would be most formidable, wrote a note
to Gen. Taylor urgidg him to make the

diversion a strong one. In alfecting this
on the morning of the 21st, Garland's di-
vision became involved. Tosave it, Gen.
Taylor found it would be necessary to
move up the whole volunteer division.
Oa the instant he changed his entire pro-
conceived plan of operations, and déter-
mined to make the liight then. He order-
ed up all the troops with the exception
of his reserve—pressed the cnemy =0 in
their fortifications as to foree them to con-
centrate their forces. npon that part of the

town—and thus left to Worth a cgmpar-.
atively easy task in accumplishfﬁ the
works intrusted to his division. This
Worth did gallantly—as gallantly as a
man could do—but the Hero of Montercy
is the commanding General—he who
planned the attack and ordered the details
—he who where balls tlew thickest, and
death was rifest. bore the brunt of the

battle.  The hard fighting at Monterey
was on the left of town. .

The first shot fired at Monterey was from
one of the long culverins, aimed at Gen. Tay.
lor himself, whilst reconnoilering. It siruck a
short distant in front of hitn and bounded over
his head.  **There! [ kuew it would fall short
ol me,” he camly remarked.

Oune aneedote of Gen. Tavlor at Monterey,
told by his staff, has never appeared in print.
In traversing the field of battle, it was neces.
sary to cross a bridze which was (‘..»n.-atumi_\"
sweptby the Mexicanatillery. When approach.
ing i, it was agreed that they (the General
and his stall)) should crpss it sin.;_'l_\.' at a gallop,

It was a part

o
=

I"our had erossed thus; when it came to Le the
General's turn.  Just as he reached the mid.
dle of the bridze, and when the balls were
showering around him, something going wrong
in another part of the field atrracted his atten.
tion. Stopping his borse, (mu=h to the discom-
fiture of those fullowing him.) he deliberutely
took out and arranged Lis spy-glass, satisfied
himself, and then closeipg it, rode on.

I the streets of the town, where there was
not a fuot of ground which was not riddled by
balls, he was scen, walking deliberately o and
fra, directing his men ig their attacks upon the
barricades and houses.

Any eunloginm we could pass on the starm.
ing of Monterey, wouldlfall far short of the re.
ality. y o state fact<, as we hLave
|:Ti.-'.;]-‘. aud :l:1};l_-|‘.':'rtlv\' ::I-m", causes it

Buarely the
A to sound
e reimanee. towds it real—a reality, al.
most too real—as many a saddened heart and
vacan! |

=eal round

the Bresides in vur co intry,
can testity,

To fullow Gen, Tavlor from the ecapitulation
t Monterey and do Lira justice is the most dife
firal ;-1!1 ol the -_3-11_\‘ we Ih’l\.'t" undertaken. —
Were all who read this have suth.
cient information to eke out that in which we
mouy IJ:_‘

]
il

it ot that

at loss, or sutfigent enthusiasm in the
subiect to excuse i, wa would abandon the at.
T-':Hl"rf. )

Gen. Taylor, from a deficiency in means of
transportation, bad Leen able to tuke with him
to Monterey, so little provisions and so few mu.
uitions of war, and Lislitle army was so cul
up in the hattie and worn out by its fatizues,
that, when the adminigtration directed him to
terminate  the armistice which constituted
one of the provisions of the capitluation. he
was unable to move onward. To move
up men and munitiong,.—to t‘=lu‘31i-e‘h depots
and extend iuru;m::_» his base ol operatiuns,
—10 dispose of Lis lurees so as lo secure [_!n'-.'
country which had fallen into his power with
tuking of Monterey, required time aud fabor.—
The administration abeut this time conciuded
to change in some degree the plan ol the cam.
paign, and for the first: tine asked Gen. Fay-
lor's views upon the subject. lle gave them
(u'ly, clearly and sufliciently—in a tnanner to
Lrh:x".i«'ngu the admiration of the civilian as well
Any oune, to rightly appreciate
Gen. Taylor, must read, carefully and thought. '
fully, his despatches td the War Department
from the time he entered Mexico tothe present,
—especially these. wrilten subsequently to the
takiug of Monterey. They show him the man
as well as the general—+the civillian as well as
the soldier. Their great merit conciseness,
and the aptitude and pertinancey of every word
and expression—though in these they are mnd-.
els—but in the extendedness of their views o!
civil policy,—the graveness of their concep-
tions of military operativns. )

‘The administration, not approving what Gen.
Taylor had done and proposed doing, or for
some cause not known to us, determined to lake
irom him the control ¢f the campaign, i-"]‘f to
commit it to (Gen. Scolt. Of this Gen. l;l)'-
lor was ol course ignorant. He first threw fore
ward Gen. Worth with his division lo occupy
Saliillo—a point commanding _=hf-‘ greal pass
through which alone aparniny ol any size, with
artillery, &c., could make a demonsiralion up-
on his position and Jines of communication, and *
operatiun. He next mﬂcrf;t;r(:t;““- Wool to oc-

uny Parras, a position wh commanded '
fh{,'appmaches from the Stale of Chibuabua ; |
and which would enable him'to attack on the ;
Bank any foree marching from Sam Luls Potosi |

i is i ver,
upon Saltillo. His intention z moreov
npodmou '

as the soldier.
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| coast, hy that

thrown
in higs
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er road (IR
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moved down
Victoria.

. means pro
lor's, flank and reling
toria. Wigh'l} in our poss
of operations would have secus
the possibility of redemption. il
Leon and Tamaul ipas, wnd thel
would have most effisct I‘;
my from penefrating into U '
ry. With the b
and our whole line defé | Wy
the new levies in some

place of ¢ portion of the regyl
perienced volumeors whe igh _
drawn from Point Isabel, Ma
go, and even partly from F :
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ARL-

dition might wisely
gainst Vera Croz. ~ Gen. Tat
at this point checked in his
Victoria he received fram Ge
lion that he bad assumed s
quisition for all his regulars w»
of about 1000 artillery and &
the volunteers o
the exception of the 24
and directions to | o
terey. The scene B8
might 1ouch the hea
general who bad
troops—sufiered with *_
privations of the most
paign—and fought thre
vated the character of h8
enduring halo around #
parting from his army, W
go into a retiracy which 1 i
ment only ia name. Wil
thies aroused for the old
the small troop that was 9%
waHing his leave.taking
with whom he conquered on
at Monterey in the feeling
which have heretofore appearid
Gen. Taylor retired to Montés
nant of an army was lefi with
directed to remain on the deféngies
try supposed that be would eithie]
army, or nccessarily remain . 3
activity. He did neither. 18
not spare his services. and he
ty to give them whenever
they were appreciated or not.
not his disposition to remain idl

the means at his command
|.
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displaved over again, most
onece the nalle g!'llt'rﬂsitv Or :
] (] " - - l
unadulterated patriolism, and *
sagacity which have become :ﬂ
Lis name. Scott was about §
Cruz—he knew that any demd
San Luis would aid in the succobtl
taking. Fe himself had not b
—yetthe best interests of the ﬁ‘
served and he smothered all
ations, [le at once perceive
was not the [miul at “'lliﬁb
the defensive should be made.
sponzibitiity, instead of remal
and shiclding himself behipd
might huave done, and marchodit
At that point he found the rol
constituted the mass !'I. hil " L.
having the regulars withdenws fi
disheartened by the inactivity
without any prospect of action
restored their conlidence as ot
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remarkable power of :!:uing,
bounded contidence of the seold
gallantry and resource. Fort}
cournzing his men, and counte
PONG ¢y incident to voluntees
remaved lins camp to Asua .\:
Ay illo.  T'he next
are that Lis small army of 10008
1900 volunteers—most of wh !
in battle —are abomnt hu}ing ‘[
21,000 Mesicans led Ly Santagis
(ien. Urrea with GOOO ca a
seltin Lis rear by way of Vietd t”
stiatinz Gen. Taylor's wisdomiin
Tula paes l':(‘I_':I:lil'tJ. For mae q‘-
the whole country was Kept' i
mast mtense ﬂfi.\in-i.\‘ fur bis b
stnall, yel Hil}llllli. army. Re
gmr‘!————nnw that he was defe
with great loss he hiad succeed
retreat to Monterey.  His best i
who had the greatest reliance ;
capacity and readiness for ever F
tertained gloomy firebodingsy
hnpl‘ more than !hf:!\he would
tions be able to escape with 4
army into the Black Fort ab
as had been the case in \l.’.
made as to the number of ratie
and the lenzgth of time his
up, wonld be abLle 1o subsist.

1)id Le think of defeat and re
hod weizhed well every cines
chosen Lis hattle field. He
per place to fizht was i fropl
[le knew that shou!d the N
gzet him in Monterey, they
their furce threaten him aodh
whilst the rest would pouncet
pots at Camargo and Matam
communicalions, and destrogtl
erations. lle knew thatt
Rinconada pass. the pa
and thence be able, with §
to annoy his furces, He ha
ed himself at Agua Ng
bis lency—und ke was b
1ll|i-h i “-itlmut some “
Nanta Anna attack you, Geherags
ol his officers. - I‘l bim o &
with a shrug of the s
faster than he came.” ‘o D
in-law, he wrole, “l'mh_ '
proper for the WI‘H 0 ¢
then il Santa Anna 'ilb.“ :
self, | will give him a chane

e retired to the battle
Buen Vista. Santa As
manded an unconditional
was, “ Come and take
February the hattle ce 0

picked troops, under

der, *1he Napoleon of the Wa
their own country for their Romes
their mryexmcll@m,.
carrying on a war of ¢
the 23d closed upoa the grent
ern times, and bebeld the sti
broken—her last hope dests
of the Sth and Ot were esige B
These were eclipsed by the s
rey. Even this last must paid 't
fought battle of Buena Vista. i
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