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THE FTORY OF ALCANDER AND |

: ' SEPTIMIUS. |
1

|

——

e

Taken from a Byzantine Historian.

Athend, long after the decline of-the Roman |
athpirey till continued the seat of learning, po-
feneds, mnd wisdom. Theodoric the Ostro-
goih ripdired to fall into decay, and continued
yoes 'pel'i:l_'i(mn to men of learning which ava:?
o (itioud gevernors had monopolized.

Ao thi cily. and dbout this period. Alcander
and Seimius were fellow.students Iﬂgclh-
o0 the mosét subile reasoner of all the

ithe athier the most elogeunt speaker
ademic grove. Mutual admiration

t & friendship.. Their fortunes were
Y } 1 l .“{’ ”]l" were "Mi"t‘!,ﬂf ‘hp iwo
neéarly equal, ey =

i |,rﬂh‘(f cities In |h0 Wurld; for A]o
as of Athens, Seplimius|came from

antiel W
Ropme| " | | .
“1n thiglatate of harmony they lived fur some '
",ﬁ-,c tugither ; when Alcander, afier passing
the first h-’i.rl of his youth in the indolence of
ohilosopliys thought at length of entering into
b I;'my’u“urld ; and, as a siep envious to this, '
nlaced hfs'_ﬂiﬁ-t:!imu on Hypatia, a lady of ex.
-:ibimd b#auty. The day of their intended nup-
ials wag fixed ; the ['.-rcvinus-ceremunies were
satformed ; and nothing now remained but her
_It,cilig condarted in triumph to the apartment of
(ye intended bridegroom.
,'Mcln{far's exultation in his own bappiness,
s.being pmable o enjoy any gatisfuction with.
! making bis friend Septimius a partner, pre.
diled upon him to introduce Hypatia to his
-'.;..];wi'nmglmn; which he did with all the sa.
‘lcl!ty- of & man who lound himself equally hap.
4 ih frjl’!ﬂuhhip and love, But this was an in-
wrview fatal 1o the foture peace of both; for

T
o aad -

wn with san invaluntary passion: and, though
bt Used @very effrt to suppress desires at once
# Jmprddent ahd unjust, the emotions of his
wiind in:_P short time became so strong, thal
hey Bradghit on a fever, which the physicians |
alged incurable.
 Dufing this illuess, Alcander watched him
with a1l the ansxiety of fondness, and hrought
b mistress to juin in those amiable offices of |
fendahig. ' The sagacity of the physicians, by
these melng soon discovered that the cause of
heir patient’s disorder was loves and Alcan. |
det _i;sing apprized of their discovery, at length
atbried & confession from the reluctant dying |
lover. |

“It wobRl but delay the narrative to describie |
ke cdnfliet between love and friendship in the
breast 4l Alcander on this oédcasion; it js !
tnuuglx ui say, that the Athenians were at that |
time arrifed at such refinement in morals, that |
evdryl \ﬁr_im' was carried to excess. lunshort,
fnrﬂlglful ol his own 1'1-fu'il'y, he gave up his in-
tended luirhh. in wll her charms, 1o the young
Romdn, | They were married privately by his
tonnividnee; and this unlooked.-for change of |
fortune wirosght as unexpected u change in the
constidutin’of the now happy Septimius; in a |
lew daysihe was perfectly recovered, and sep |
out with ﬁ'm' fair partner for Rome. Here, by |
wn exér{ion of those talents which he was so
eminehitly possessed of, Septimius in a few
years apdived ar the highest dignities of the |
siale, and was cousiituted the city-judge, or
preetot, i { '

In the mean time Alcander not only folt the |

pain of bging sepagated from his fijend and his |
hiﬂlrt&éﬁjml a prosecutjon was also commenc.

¢ agaipft him by the relations of Hypatia, for
having basely given up his bride, as was sug.
1 u!l"ﬂ._'ll').r money. Hisinnocence of the crime
_tid (0 hi§ charge, and even his eloquence in
s own Hefbnee, were not able to withstand
the idflsénce of a powerful party. He was
tt‘&.v nd copdemned 1o pay an enermous fine.

Hopever, bding unable to raise so large a sum |
At eli:me n],lminﬁ-d. his possessions were con- |
fscatedd, he himsell was stripped of the habit
#f freedom, pxposed as a slave in the market.
plaapy and sold (o the highest bidder.

¢ Ajtherghant of Thrace becoming his purcha- |
Her, '.\léaﬁddr.- with sorfie other companions of
Wistrey ;, was earried into that region of deso.

Huion and aterility. His stated employment

iwas 16 follow the heérds of an imperious mas.

er, abd Wis success in hunting was all that was

Wowed him to sopply his precarious subsis-

funce, | Every morning awakened him to a re.

sewell fammine or toil, and every change of

A liberal dedue- >

Spliiud no sooner saw her, but he was smit. | -
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fence, and thus, lowering with resolution he
was dragged, bound with cords, before the tri.
bunal of Septimius. -~ As the proofs were posi.
tive against him, and he offered nothiug in his
own vindication, the judge was proceeding to
doom him toa most cruel and ignominious
death, when the attention of the multitude was
soon divided by another object. The robber,
who ‘bad been really guilty, was apprehended
selling his plunder, and, struck with a panic,
had confessed his crime. He was brought
bound to the same (ribunal, and acquitted every
other person‘of any partnership in his guilt.—
Alcander’s innocence therefore appeared, but
the sullen rashness of his conduct remained &
wonder to the surrounding mulitude ; but their
astonishment was still farther increased, when
they saw their judge stait from his tribupal to
embrace the supposed crimnal ; Septimius re.
collected his friend and former benefactor, and
hung upon his neck with tears of pity and of
joy. Need the sequel be related? Alcander
was acquitted : shared the friendship and hon.

- ours of the principal ritizens of Rome ; lived
afterwards in happiness and ease ; and left it

to be engraved on his tomb, That no circum.

stances are so desparatey; which Providence
may not relieve,

" COLONIAL HISTORY |

NORTH CAROLINA,

Furnished by Charles Campbell, Esq., for the Raleigh
Register.
HISTORICAL SKETCHES BY COL.
GUILFORD DUDLEY.

Tryon was succeeded in the administration
of the government of North Carolina about the
end of 1771, or heginning of 1772. In poli.
ticks he appeared to be moderate and tempori-
sing, but like his predecessors, attached to the
supposed interests of Great Britain and obedi-
ent to the mandates of the crown, and the in-
structions of its ministers. For the first two

years of his administration, there was a calm |

or kind of lethargy as to passing events, per.
vading the people of North Carolina ; but in
"74 their sympathies were awakened, when it
was koown that the British Parliament had
passed the Boston port bill, by which that port

' was to be shut up afier the 1stday of June, and |

its commerce cut off all parts of the world ;
and this cruel measure was to be enforced by
a large army of British troops and a power.

ful fleet.  T'hen the people awoke and'b!’gami-
1o look ahout them.

This bill arrived in the
Spring of 1774, during the session of the
House of Burgesses, and threw the Assembly
into & ferment, which prevented business from
progressing. Gov. Martin found the members
refractory and unyielding to his measures.—
He could not procure the passage of his money
bills, (as it was usually called,) nor succeed in
any other of his favorite or ministerial meas.
ures. The House adjourned in-discontent and

' disgust, and the minds of the people were

alarmed and agitated. Whilst these things
were transacting in Newbern, the Seat-of Go-
vernment, in 1774, the writer of these sketch.
es attained his eighteenth year, and had his

-name immediately enrolled on the muster.list

of the Town company of Militia, in Halifax,

'and in a month or two afetrward had an oppor.

tunity, for the first time, of seeing Governor
Martin in his own town, for two or threesweeks,
several times every day in the office where he
wrole. '

It is well knoWn 1o many that King Charles
the 2d granted to-eight Lords proprietors that
extensive iact of country lying South of Vir.
ginia, and extending along the Atlantic coast
to St. Mary’s river which divided it from the
Floridas, and west to the Mississippi river, now

including the two Carolinas and Georgia. The |
Lords proprietors (of whom the Earl of Green- |
ville was one,) afier a fruitless attempt to colo- |

nize the country, from their own ignorance, cu.
pidity and dissatisfaction with their purchase

&n‘oﬁ sdrved but to aggravale his unsheltered

| tend and direct six or eight clerks, all young
men, among them myself, in the businéss of
 taking a schedule of inventory, not only of the |
duplicate grants, but of every other paper belong-
ing to the office, opening and designating their
ifnport exactly in our inventory ; and although |
| we were all expert or swift pensmen, yet it
“took us more than a fortnight or three weeks, |
| from before sun-rise tilldark everyday,toaccom-
' plish this arduous work, nolwithstanding the
f Governor was usually three or four times a day
| in our office, and with us on the completion of ’
| the work. This done, and the papers being
' packed up in large trunks, boxes and chests,’
' and three wagons procured for their rémoval
| ta the palace in Newbern, his Excellency de-
| parted in seeming triumph and satisfaction at
the acquisition of what he no doubt deemed an
-immense prize, and the favor he should thereby
confer on the courtly heirs of Grenville. “I pre.
sume this enormous bulk of papers was imme
' diately shipped 1o England by Gov. Martin, to
' the leuzal representatives of the old Grantee ;
but their receipt availed them not at all{ for in
little more than two years afier, North €aroli-
na, when she became an independent.Siate,
' and framed her own Constitution, virtualjy con.
| fiscated this immense tract of country, by a
'clause in that ipstrument which says—** that
the soil belongs to the good people of this State,’
which also included the vacant or unappropri-
ated: lands belonging: to the Crown..—
They confiscated also, by Act of Assembly, all
olher eslates belonging to British subjects re-
siling in Great Britain, or any of its provinces
or territories. And thus the heirs of the Earl
of Grenville, the original patentee, lost forever
the greater part of what remains to Norih Car.
' blina, and two-thirds of what now coustitutes
the State of Tennessee, and these by far the
richest portions, as to soil, situation and value,
in both the States., * = * * * *

-

“When the news of General Gage having ar-
rived at Boston, with a fleet and army, and
shuTup that port, reached North Carolina, the |
Captain of a Company of Halifax, where the |
narrator then resided, and to which company
he belonged, resigned the commission he held
under the King, making at the same time a
public declaration, *that he would no longer
serve his Majesty either in a Civil or Military |
| eapacity, until American grievances were re. |
dressed.” His subaltern officers followed his
example and presently afierwards theField Offi-
cers of the County resigned their Commisions
also, and thus the Militia of that county, at |
least, were left in a state of anarchy, The |
 late Captain of the Town Company, however, |
| lost no time in convening the citizens of ;the
‘ place and its vicinity, who had formerly com.

posed kis command, and afier making a short |

harangue, proposed that they should form them. |
selves into an independent company, and elect |

their own officers, in defiance of all regal au. '
thority.! T'his proposition was highly relished

| arid acceded to by all the company, a few ex.

| pected, who were Scotch merchants and their

' clerks, when they proceeded to head lhe'r.n, and .
t most of their late subaltern officers, and imme- proposed to show, and it is hoped not un- facts, and not to be denied.

' dintely went into a course of rigid traiping.—
But being somewhat deficient in the knowl.
edge of Military tacticks, at this period, Rob- |

|
' ert Washington was invited from Virginia,

| for the purpose of disciplining this corps. He |
' had served as a British sergeant during
'the whole of the preceding War, and was

2killed in the manual exercise and the va-
| rious_evolutions introduced into the Prussian |
‘armies by Frederick the Great, whilst he had
| been previously trained in the antiquated dis-
' cipline of Blaund, an English author.  And thus
| as the writer of this narrative believes and then |
' understood, was formed the first Independent
 Company in America. : '

¥ _ North Carolina, like her neighbor, Virginia,
' and the other Provinces, had her Committee’
| of Correspondence also in 1774, for the pur.
pose of intercommunication, and as soon as it
was determined to hold a general Congress al

Philadelphia, in September of that year, ap.

| of affairs.

and the lives of our people destroyed by actu. |
al hostilities, being thus wantonly destroyed
by the British. Not only this Province, but all
America was thrown into anincreased ferment.
The House of Burgesses however, but the as. |
pect of affairs at this crisis, so alarming to his
Excellency, caused him to pause, and the long-
er he deliberated upon the awful subject of haz.
arding his sacred person among the hardy
sons of the West, more than 200 miles from
his palace, the more his mind became bewil-
dered and panic-struck, and instead of repair.
ing to Hillsborough, acearding to promise, with
his council, faithful adherents and advisers,
with his imitatien of the British House of Lords
constituted the vpper Housg of our Legislature,
he flew off in a tangent 6f more than 90 de.
grees, from the point in question, and with his
whole fBusehold, while the Assembly was im.
p#tiently waiting his appearance, in order to
begin business, and hastily repaired 1o Wil.
mington, where he got on hoard of a King's
ship lying at that place, ora few miles thence,
below the Flatts, where he was safe ; and thus
abdicated the government over which he pre-
sided. Tyraunts, despots and their substitutes

' atways evince a cowardly heart, in proportion

to their acts. .

As soon as this manceuvre was known at
Hillsborough, the Assembly took the reins of
Government into their own hands. and evinced
to the world that they could legislate for them.
selves, without the assistance of the Royal sub.
stitute and his council, usually composed of
creatutes of the Crown, selected for their pli-
ability to its measures,

* * . * Letus however, return to the As.
sembly at Hillsborough. Finding they had
happily got rid of the Royal authority, in the
manner above mentioned, they proceeded to
take into considerativn the state of the Colony,
and their obligations to the other Provinces, or
mutual co-operation in this incipient stage of
our confederations and instead of enacting stat.

ute laws, proceeded to something more sub. | as forty horses usually do in our common |

stantial and requisite, in the present posture
Among their first acts, was lo raise
two regiments of regular troops : the command
of thefirst was given to Col. Fear, and the
other to Col. Rob’t Howe, of Brunswick, below
Wilmington. And a considerable sum of paper
money was voted, o be issued for the purpose
of enlisting men and to pay other expenses of
Government. They also so organized the Mi.
litia as to raise some Regiments of minute.men,
and appointed the Colonels—a species of reg-
ular troops, who voluntarily enrolled them.
selves without receiving bounty or any offler
pay, except * ¥ ¥
(To be Contined.)

CENTRAL RAIL ROAD.
. THE NUMBERS OF CARLTON.
No. 1IV.

In the second of these numbers it was

successfully, that for inland transporta-
tion, especially in our climate, rail ways
are preferable to canals. They are cheap-
er in the first construction. The iron rail
way costs not more than half as much as
a canal between such distant extremities
as the eastern and western parts of our
State. And if it be made of timber hav-
ing a strap of iron on the top, the expense
could again be reduced probably to one-
fourth of what it would be if made of iron.
Not only is the cost of rail roads less at
first, but it for ever continues so in main-

not necessary to a rail way. It is my ob-

necessary to slippert or lock the wheels,
to prevent the horse being overpowered
by the weight pressing upon him.”

“On different rail way one horse, value
thirty pounds,” or one hundred and fifty
dollars, “ drew twentyone wagons, of five
hundred weight cach, which with their
loading amounted to one hundred and
forty three tons and eight hundred weight,
the declivity being one inch to a yard;
and up the same, he afterwards drew se-
ven tons.”

“In the summer of 1805, a trial was
made on the Surrey rail way by Mr.
Bankers, wherein a horse taken indiscrim-
inately out of a team, drew sixteen wag
ons, weighing upwards of fifty five tons,
for more than six miles along a level, or
very slightly declining part of the rail
way*.”

Now all these are so many unquestion-
able facts. Lct the same circumstan-
. ces be renewed. and the same results will
be experienced before our own eyes, and
for our own benefit. The laws of nature
do not change, and 'if such testimony as
this do not satisfy our minds, what, il-m«'l)‘
be asked, will be sufficient to remove our
doubts and prepare us to avail ourselves
of thegreatandimportant practical truths
which it is its object to establish? The
twenty touns, the thirty five tons, the forty
 three tons and eight hundred weight, and
' the fifty live tons can be drawn as easily
in America as iu England. We k:.ow
that upon our common roads, it takes tl
force of four or five horses to draw two
tons; that is, one horse at least is neces-
~sary to half' a ton. If one horse then, on
a rail way, can draw twenty tons with
~ease, it follows that he will do as much

transportation. If, however, a good Lorse
can on a rail road draw thirty five tons,
he
upon our roads. Should we take the third
of these numbers, namely, forty three tons,
 tosay nothing of the eighthundred weight,
‘then the effect of the horse applied in one
way, is to his effect in the other, as one to

eighty six. Bat one case of actual trial
stilll remains. Mr,

~corded for our information. lle harnessed
'a horse to the foremost of sixteen wag-
ons, weighing together fifty five tons, and
the horse carried them forward six miles
upon a level rail road, or if it had any
declivity, it was so slight as not to be es-
'timated. This is making one horse do as
much as a hundred and ten. These things
' are so astonishing that we are ready at
first to pronounce them incredible. They

are, however, incontestible and stubborn'

( And why
' should we be disposed to distrust them?
' They reveal to us powers of mechanism,
on which we cannot set a sufficient value.
It is properly a subject of the highest in-
‘+st and exultation to every man, espe-

ally to every citizen of a free and en-

-nghtened community, that our opportuni-
lies are susceptible of such almost incon-
ceivable enlargement, provided we will
unite to effect the object. Shall the sub-

Jects of monarchies think nothing of se- |

curing the advantages of this prodigious
efficiency, and we who claim all the ener-

| tenance, repairs, quantity of travelling, @ gies of personal and public liberty, sit still |
'and the numerous bridges over a canal

with our arms folded, and gaze at what
. they do as though it were visionary ex-

performs as much as seventy horses do |

Bankes tells us he |
made it himself, and his testimony is re- |

energy with the ontiring prope ¥
chanism. It were to be wishedtlint a de.
seription at onee briel and ‘inte
gihle could be given of this engine, but)!
. - L .
this is scarcely possible.’ The mind off
one little accustomed to complicated mas
| chinery, soon becomes fatigued and con=
fused, and his curiosity is disappointeth—
An actual inspection is better than .an;
hundred attempts to describe it, and even ||
| a good engraving makes it easily compre- |
 hensible. It is hoped, however, that we |
| shall feel no less assured of the perfection
| of this gigantic automaton, as it may well
| be called, for the purposes tq which it is
applied, than il it were befqre our eyes,
and performing its operations with all
| that elegance, gracefulness and power of
movement which excite at once the ad-,
miration and astonishment of the specta-
tor. On the Hetton rail way in Eogland
it has been for some time in use, Mo
William Strickland, Civil Engineerof thé
Pennsylvania Society for Internal; Ime-
provement, wiinessed its niu'rnlions. and
he tells us its cost is four hundred pounds
sterling, or two thousand dollars. This
gentleman went to England _in the em-
plovinent of the Society, to enlarge his
views, and bring back important informa.
tion respecting canals and rail roads. He
says that *this locomative engine has
drawn on a level twenty seven wagons,
weighing ninety four tons, at the rate of
four miles an hour. and that when lightly
laden, it will travel ten miles an hour.—
The wagons-drawn by itcost twenty eight
pounds sterling cacli. that 1s a handred
and forty dollars. The wagon bodies are
seven lect nine inches long, live feet wide
at the top, and three feet six inc¢hes deep.
The wheels are three feet in diameter,
and weigh each two hundred and fifty
pounds.”

For further satisfaction | shall extract
a statement {rom Nr. Ie-sup. a noted Ci-
vil Engineer of England. "These nre his
woids: * A locomutiee engine of ten horse
power, will draw one hundred and teonty
tons, at the rate a dran>lt horse general-
Iv travels ; or {ifty tor < ot the rate of six
miles «n hour. The cnzive roquires the
attendance of only a man and a boy, atn
daily expense ol ilve shillings,” (sterlimg:)
“The coals constuined in ten hours would
be from twenty to thirty hundred weight.
Theretore the expense aliogether would
be less than thirty shiliings - per day, for
which filty tons may be conveyed sixty
miles in ten hours, which is less than hall
a farthing per ton permile. So that mnk-
ing an ample allow ince f.r dciays, the
return of empty carriages. the cost and
maintenance of the engin.~ and providing
the wagons, the expense is aliogether in-
considerable,

But while thicse proofs are detailed of
' the great advantages of rail roads, in com-
parison with canals, on which the steam
engine cannot be used, it is probable a
more embarrassing diliiculty is suggested,
' than any relating to the great value and
importance of these advantages. Itis not
8o much from doubts respécting the effi-
cacy of a rail way, it will be said, that-
we question its expediency for us, butfrgm
the vast funds necessary to the construc-
(tion of it.  Now it is my intention to show
that this is not a real ditliculty. Let us
come to it at once, then, and look at it in
all its terrors. The number of taxable
polls in the State of North Carolina, is a
hundred and thirty five thousand. This
number is derived from the Comptroller’s
 Report last year (1826.) An annual pays-
ment of thirty seven cents by each indi-
vidual, raises at once the sum of fifty
thousand dollars a year. Let any one try
the numbers for himself, or let him get his
neighbor to do it for him, and he will find
it to be so. It cannot be that the pay.
ment of 37 eents a year upon each poll
for five vears, is so great that we ought
not to consent toif, provided we are made
sure of the result. Itis upon this condi-
tion then that it is proposed, and upon

Jject now to give more full and convincing  travagance to imagine any thing like it (hLis alone, that it shall be adequate to

evidence of these truths. Itshall be such
evidence as fears no future examination.

within the compass of our puny efforts?

[prucure to the citizens of our State, so

It appears then not an excessive or gra- | €asy and cheap a conveyance for their
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fistrass, t .-\Iﬂ(:r some fears of bondage, how.
sier, 4n opportunity of escaping offered ; he
!mhr;\_nelﬂ it with ardour ;

so that travelling by
nighty an

Todging in caverns by day, to short.
en l,ill‘lg story, be at last arrived in Rome, —
The ‘$ange ‘day “om which Alcander arrived,
Sepliping gat admigntering justice in the fo.
i Tum, ﬁ'i!lir]uur wanklerer came, expocting to he
npwn, and publicly acknowledged by

Ns former friend. ilere he stood the whole
day ongdt the crowd, watdhing the eyes of
 the jlligei ar;nd e.{pl'(‘.iing to be taken notice of:
wisiso much altered by a long succes.
fon pf andships, that he continued unnoted
the rest ; and, in the evening, when he
ing up to the praetor’s chair, he was bru.
epulged by the anending lictors.
on of the poor are generally driven from
4 ‘lqﬁil object to another ; for night com.
‘o, bk now lound himsell” under a necessi.
A qehpg a place to lie in, and yet knew no
'h& o qppl_v. All emacigted, and in rags
" was, none of the citizens would harbeur
) ch' wretchedness: and aleeping in the

spinl short, he was obliged o take up
g[ng !in.‘;,nnn ‘rf. the tombs without the
iy the nsual retreat of guilt; poverty, and de.
Wi | In ;lhis imansion of horror, laying his
& upoh pn inverted urn he forgot his mise.
Mk for ja while in sleep i and found, on his
L godch, moge ease than beds'of down can
"“é! Withe guilty. -
‘he' dontinued here about midnight two
) " ¢ajne 1o make this their retreat; but
ifg:to disagree about the division of
ubder one of them stabbed the other-to
garf, and left him weleripg in blood at the
*Minode, | In these circomstances he was
Hedt morning dead at the mouth of the
Thls narorally inducing a farther en-
“ dlarm was spread ; the cave was ex-
l’?'dk and Algander being found, was im-
Yy pprehended ;and accused of robbery
The circumstances against him
| g and the. wreichedness of his ap.
qr_ I8 donfirmed suspicion,
hw“' 'n"nw so long acquainted, that he at last
Mo iraenrd'css of life. He detested 'a world
ffound only' ingtatilude, falsehood, and
be was determived to-make no de-

1“ lmkl‘l be attended with interruption or
g
¥

'l‘h*

Misfortune and

from the crown, all surrendered, for a stipula.
ted price, their grant into the hands of the King,
except Lord Greenville, who retained his share
one degree in breadth, from what is the Vir-
ginia line, in the North to the South, and ex-
tending from the Atlantic to the Mississippi, in
the west. Afier the surrender of the other
Lords proprictors, the country was divided into
North and South Carolina, and Greenville open-
ed a land-office in his share of the former pro.
vince, and placed an agent there, for the dis-
posal of lands on low terms, subject however
to the payment of annual tax, called quitirents,
to himselt and his heirs, forever, besides sur.
veyor's fees, the cost of registration of patents,
&c, &c.  For several years previous to the
disturbances in America, Col. Jos. Monfort, of
Halifax, a wealthy merchant, and also the Roy.
al Treasurer, had been the agent for the heirs
of Lord Grenville, though as far back as [ can
recollect or had any knowledge of such trans.
actions, the land.office of Lord Grenville had
been shut up; but the multifarious papersinclu-
ding duplicates of patents belonging to that of-
fice, still remained in the hands of Col. Mont.
fort; but afier the passage of the Boston Port
bill was known in North Carolina, and Gen.
Gage with his fleet and army had arrived at

Boston, in pursuance of the ministerial plan, |

Governor Martin, with his private Secretary,
Mr. Nelson, repaired to Halifax, with the writ.
ten instructions and an order from the heirs of
Greanville, to receive all the papers of every
description bélonging to thatoffice. This was
carly in the Summer of 1774, at which time
the writer was something more than eighteen
years old, and was assistant tlerk in the count-
ing house and the I'reasury Office. The Trea.-
surer was a man advanced in years, of a fee.
ble constitution and sickly temperament, then

languishing on the bed ef sickness, buta Whig ;

and although Governor Martin and his suite

were his guests for several weeks, and no
doubt used much persuasion and address to get
the papers into hjs hands, yet the Treasurer at
for some time wavered
about their delivery, until he could consult his
friends about the propriety of the measure, evi-
dently shewing a repugnance to delivering
At last he con.
- sented, and-procuring a confidential friend (_ﬁ-'f
he was unable to attend himself ) to superin.

first demurred, and

them to his Excellency at all.

pointed her Delegates to attend that meeting.
These were Joseph Hewes, o Edenton, a vir.
tuous man and an old and highly respectable
 merchant, of great experience in merchantile
commerce ; Richard Caswell, of Dobbs Coun.
ty, in the District of Newhern, a vcry'-‘respiect.
able lawyer, and William Hooper, of Hillsho-
ro,” also a lawyer and the most pleasing speak-
er | had ever seen at any bar.

* * * The General Congress accor-
dingly met at Philadelphia, on the 6th of Seps
tember, *74, all the provinces being duly rep.
resented except Georgia, which, for prudential
reasons, approved of by the other colonies, de.
'clined sending delegates at this time, The
first thing they did, was to enter into a non-ifll-

portation ageement, whereby all commercial
intercourse between Great Britain and the
Colonies was suspended. It was recommended
to the people to discontinue the use of Tea,
their favorite beverage, and merchants were
. forewarned not tosell. It was recommended to
- the people also, to increase lh(..‘i.l' flocks of sleep
killing lamb but sparingly petitioned the crowa
for redress of grievances, and drew an .-\ddrf:sn
to_the people of Great Britain, *a production
of the finest pen in America.” These virtu:
ous and enlightened men continued their labors
from day to day, for the general welfare of all
the provinces, with great moderation and abil.
ity, until the 26th of October, when®they ad.
journed to meet again on the 10th ?f Ma): en-
suing, 1775. In the mean lime, Norsth Caro- |
'lina re-elected the same Delegates; Messrs.
Hewes, Caswell and Hooper, to attend this
“meeting, and the House of Burgesses adjourn.
' ed their session to meet again at Hllléburough,
' aboutl the 1st of June—a measure ' unprece-
| dented in the annals of that Province; strongly
opposed by Governor Martin and his adherents,
who seemed to be alarmed at the idea of leav.
ing the Palace at Newbern, and goin_g so far
| into the interior, to transact public business.—
However, as nothing had been dorie at that
séssion which met the Governor’s wishes, ‘and

| porizing disposition, and willing to ‘keep the
| Assembly in good humor, he consented to meet
'them there, the time appointed. Butin the
' mean time the affiirs of Lexington and Con-
cord had bhappened, on the 19th of ‘_Ap.ril, "9,

¥

-authority of experiments already made.

ledge on these subjects.

! - ; 'scends five sixteenths of an inch, or which |
' he was, as | have befure said, ratheriof a tem- | ee

[t invites and solicits investigation, not | uitous assumption, when it was asserted
theoretical and fanciful, but practical,and | {hat as large a tonnage could be carried

such as is confirmed by the incontestible by a given power upon a rail way as up- |
: on a canal. But there are different ways |
Anderson was a man of practical know-  ,f comparing their efficacy, and if this,

- . The conclusions gecording to every view, be much the
which he states are worthy of our confi- | same in both, we shall be left to consult
dence as derived from actual obsesvation. giher circumstances in determining our

One horse, says he, can draw with ease  choice of them. * Without calculating.”
upon a canal twenty tons, and he will do gavs a practical writer. * upon the im- |
this !ra\'f'“ing at lh_e usuﬂl rate Ol' hOfS(’S mense ]Oads Of [hlrly tons a"(l up\‘-ards'

in a wagon, on a hard smooth turnpike | which have occasionally been moved by
road. He then says that the same horse, gne horse upon a rail way, we can state

on a properly constracted rail road, can (hat an active horse weighing ten hun-
carry the same quantity of goods in the dred weight, conducted by one man upon

same time. 'a well constructed edge rail way, will

Mr. Joseph Wilkes in 1799 stated, “that work with ten ton of goods. In the same
a horse of the value of twenty pounds manner we may take thirty tons as ems-
sterling,” which is one hundred dollars of ploying the effective labor of one horse
our money, “ drew along the declivity of and threc persons upon a canal.
an iron road descending two eighths and which it will therefore appear, that the
half an eighth of aninch in a yard. twenty expenseof trackage per ton is pretty much
one carriages or wagons laden with coals the same in both systems; while the first
andtimber, weighing thirty five tons, over- cost, and consequently the toll or dues,
coming the vis wnertie, repeatedly with must be greatly in favor of the rail way.
ease.” By overcoming the uvis inerti@, is' Nothing has yet been said respecting
meant the starting of the wagons from a the locomotive engine. DBy this is meant
state of rest; and every one knows that a steam engine propelling a carriage by
this is the greatest difficulty in drawing ' which it is borne, as the steamboat is mov-
on any given surface. “ The same horse,”  ed by the engine fastened into it. This
continues Mr. Wilkes, “ drew up the same  contrivance strikes us as approximating
declivity five tons with ease.” ' perfection, by imitating an animal power.

It will readily occur, that in a trade be- It is independent, however, of animal
tween a seaport town and the upper coun- | force, and has the advantage in uniting
try, the weight or tonnage to be carried
towards the sea, is vastly greater than is
returned into the country. It will follow,
therefore, that a rail road may be proper-
ly made todescend in a very small degree,
so as to favor the draught in the direction
of the heaviest transportation. Itis upon
this principle thatthe statement here made
is to be understood. If a rail road de-

+ It may be well (o explain, that a wheel is
sometimes made to slide dowa a hill not upon
the tire, but upon a plate lof iron turaed up on
each side to confine the rim upon it, and attach.-
ed to the side of the carriage hy a chain. Buch
a plate of iron is called the shoe or s.!ipper. It
is preferred because it prevents the tire of the

' locked wheel from wearing out faster than that
' of the others.

is the same, two and a half Clghlhs of an *To E;‘ll’?ﬂd the pressure of lnrge burdens
inch in a yard, it is at the rate of very ypon a rail roud, as well as for other reasons,
nearly forty six feet ina mile. Mr. Wilkes it is customary to employ a number of wagons
"8-150 says, * that when the descent was an in succession, each connected by a chain wn?l
'inch and three quarters in a yard, it was ' the preceding.

~with aflection and interest by us all.
is not to be doubted that if the sum of
From | hd d
'tive determination annully appropiated

goods and productions, their manufactures
and their mines that where it now costs
them thirty dollars, it shall not cost them
onc. Let a rail way be commenced at
Newbern, under the direction of a proper
engineer, such as now can be easily had
in the United Sirates ; let it bé construct-
ed in as direct line as possible to Raleigh,
and thence continued through the middle
of the State to the mountains. In two
years and a half it would be extended
above the capital of the State. Through
this it evidently ought to pass, as central-
ly situated in regard to the general diree-
tion of our boundaries on the north and
south, and as being our metropolis, ils
growing importance ougzht to be fustered

It

fifty thousand dollars were by a lerisla.

for scven years to this ; arpose, atl capi-
talists ‘vere invited an | pirmitted tosab-
seribe {ifty thousand more, the sain would
be realized iv-aotly, and in the best of
hands. Nor can we sunpose there would
be any ditizulty in"a repetition of the
same thing every year for the wholetime
of seven years necessary to the work.—
More than fifty thousand dolia:is a vear
to be thus subscribed, should not be ad-
missible, nor should the owners of =uch
capital be allowed 15 hope for more than
eight per cent. after it sh. .. become pro-
ductive. For it is nec-: 1.y andersiood
that the dividend to be pa | must be made
g()ud b)’{uli\- upon travelling and (rans-
portation. (). account the whole
sum sulseribed should be understood from
the beginning 1o be rﬂt'..-rn_’ll:ic I_a.\' the
State in five yvears from the tine of com-
pleting the work. It is of the last impor-
tance that thie public should net part w ith
their power over all extensive works cal-
culated to facilitate commercial inter-

il

course. This is the policy now “""."‘5' ;

and resolutely practised in other Siates,

' and to this every country, discreet 4n -is, |

| economy, should lenacxuus!:.' adhere.
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