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CIRCULAR LETTER.
7o the several Churches we represent.
prroveDd BrETRREN: Our anvual custom has been to
vou hy way ol Cireular Letter, alter holding vur aunnal As-
'I'.'. D b - - - Y * -
- on some important subjeel which we coneeived |n|g[.1 he
y r erowth in graee and the knowledge ol our Lord

NEARLY

sable o yeu ] = AL
7 Lol the furtherance of your Chiistian progress heaven.
subjeers upon which we

[osns | |-T""r' it

And sneh has been the variety of

ey 1110 - o bye il :

b o lilressed you heretofore, that we are somewhal 41 a loss 1o
v " a y P o J s e B
e 2 subjecty ibat we think might be o the turtherance of youl

e anil edification in the truths of the gospel of I‘hrisl.. .
Novertheless, we <hall venture 1o chopse lhr‘rl!l‘l-n\'ll“'_‘_', Impmg i
) '\_ v tor vour estabbishment in the trath ol [‘hl"l‘-l —namely s first
 ve [rom thie New Testament that all the h'"_" apostalic chur.
wes were Daptist churches, and such as ours ;-rvclw!r that compose
» Kehukee Association. And secondly, 1o -h-ml' ina short way,
other church has a right 1o be called the Chestian chureh,
i relizion the Christian religion, but a li;lpl‘hl chl]l‘l"h. orga
ccording 1o the apostalie plan as laid down in the New Tes-
b et and provable therelrom, ) '

Auld in order 10 da this ler it be first ahserved, that .luhn.lhr- .Bnp-
vl Jesus Chirist were cotemporary, and are the two first loun-
,,;-.n: die Christian elinreh, and propagators of the Christian reli-

the narration of whose history, acts, progress, and lives, is set
\| i the four Evangelists,  And firther let it be abserved, thal
. Acts of the Apostles is the first ecclesiastieal l'|i~n-_| ¥y Il‘ml Ever
o written of the Che istian rligion and of the Chrstian ehureh "
e world, apd contains the history of the Christinn churel 1o (0=
si, tise atid progress for abuut 31 years; amlis the most aneient

atbentie history of the Christian church on the face of the
. Then by these live books, Matthew, Murk, Luke, John, "”".d
s0f the ':\;1 wtles, we shall try to prove that all ".]"' '.ipu:ilullc
chrches were Baptist churchies, that the Kehukee Baptist chorches
J1o Just sueh as they were, and that no other ¢hutrch but a Bapist
chureh has a right to be called a Christian chureh. ) ‘
Ihese things, dear brethren, being premised asa standard of deci

the A

1

ot 101ty by, we proceed Lo comply with the task h-jl‘u'rf.‘ us, accor
{1z 10 thes= hooks as thereio contaived, as the best cuide to the truth |
e matter propused. ' 1
n the Baptist and Jesus Christ are properly |hr3. subjects r‘=:
Noman historv: beeause the fact is, that Judea at the ume of their
ths and ul'n.i:i-_'{ their lives and ministry, wasa province of Rome.
Wit may be said that their lives bilong to Jewish hist wy. because
e were natives of Judea. It is evident from Roman E<|~'-n\_ that
Jrss Christ was boen. secording 1o the common reckoning, i I_l-r
st year of the reizn of Augustus Cesar, on the 25th day of De
smber. in the vear of the world 4004 ; and that John the Buptist f‘\‘.’lhl
<y months before him, shoot the 24th of June; & that lite ‘\.'.w
ent hos the aid ¢f Roman history to prove the birth ul Christ,
¢ taxina deeree of Augustus, when Joseph and Mary wenl up

ctaxed, ot which time Christ was born.  Augastus Uesar died
1 vears alter the birth of Jesus Christ: in this interval ol 14 years,
ttielans was kine of Judea, :1|a|mn.lrd to thut wffice as the .\‘l‘“"
Augustus, in part ol
the mansgement ol

wiment mentions, after the death of Herod.
4 vears, associated with him Tiberius in _
I Augustus dying 14 vears alter the birth of Chrst, Il..“
I he en phe to Tl"u rius.  In the third l"h-i]l!f'r of luke's
ol anid first verse we have the lollowing: “Now in the 15th year

e reten of Tiberius Cesar, Pontins Milate heineg governor of Ju
wand Herod bemg tetrareh of Gallidee, and his brother Philip te-
vol Horea and of the region of Trachonitis, and Lysanmas _”"-'
thoof Abilene—2d verse: Anuas and Caiaphias being the high
s, thie word of God came unto John the son uf Zacharias in the
Nyw add the 14 years that Angustus Lived alter the
of fesus Christ and the 15 yearsol the reign ol Tiberius, when
fext says the word of God came 1o Johin the Baptist, and that
I show us how old hoth John the Baptist and Christ were when
¥ began 1o preach; for 14 and 15 makes 29, so that Christ and
din were 29 years old when they began their ministry, and John
@i his ahout ~ix months before Christ,  And thus says lli'-'"ll- ol
Iillhew, 11 ¢ln those days came John the Baptist preaclung in the
Vlderness of Judea—2d verse: And saying, Repent for the king:
ol heaven is at hand —prepare ye the way of the l-_"l’”|~ make
*paths straight” "Uls Johu the Baptist commenced his ministry
Wt six mouths before Christ, 10 prepare the minds of the people
reeeive him as 1ne promised Messiah and Saviour of the world.
*preaching of John the Baptist, Mark calls the beginning ol the
of Chiisty i chap. 1 verse.  “Then here is the t-omrnf-h.cr"rl.'!_ll
Wgospel, and the Cheistian ehureh and Christisn rt'll;!:"“‘—*’*
L5th year of Tiberios Cesar, Pontins Pilate governor ol Judea,
Herad tetvareh of Gallilce.  Here let it be observed, that there
“# iree Lerods, one at the birth of Christ before the reign of Ar-
5, this Herod the seeond, and the Herod that killed James with

Word the third, i we are not mistaken. :

Pien John commenced  his minisiry in the 29th year of his age
e reign of the seeond rug], governor of Gallilees in the wil-
“sol dudea—Mark, i 4: *Johin did baptise in the wildvrness
“Htsueh the haptism of repentance lor the remission ol sinsg V¢ "!‘(’_5:
] “dhave bapuised you with water, hut Le shall baptise you with
Sy Bhost” Then John was the first Buptiser tho’ he l”m"f’“
"It haptised, bt his commission was suffieient authority for him
L Dlse uthers, Whe gave him o commission? Read John, i 338
“hat sent me to baptise with waier,”” &e.  And the Saviour

Ermpire,
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' ,\'i"' the baptism of Jolin from heaven or of men? Aud again:

"“ULeLaptism of John the counsel of God, ‘I'hen John's com-

Hciplcs. Verse 40: “One of the two which Leard John speak and

mantd of God.

l Then Jesus Christ was a Baptist and of Jouhn's or
der,

Let us have the seripture.  Lnke, i 21: “Now when all the
prople were bapused, it came to pass that Jesus also heing baptised
and praying, the heayen was opened.” Then Christ and John's dis
l‘l[llt's received the same kind of bhaptism—verse 24: “Jesus himsel|
began 1o be about thirty years of age.”  Mark, the text don’t say
he was thirty years ol age —but abont.  Then this pruves all we
have said, that John and Jesus began their minisiry in the 291l year

ol their age, for Jesus commenced s minisiry abouot foriy day < al
ter his baptism, on coming out ol the wilderness from his u—h-pl:n- |
ton.  Where did this first Bapiuist preacher baptise? Nark, i. 4;'
“*In the wilderness--verse 5: Aud there wenl out 10 him all the |
lanud of Judea and they of Jerusalem, and were all baprised of him |
(Johin) in the river of Jordan cor fessing their sins” - yerse 9: . And
it eame 1o pass in those days, tha! Jesus came from Nazaverh of Gal
lilee, and was baptised of dohe in Jordan—verse 10: And straizhi-|
way coming up out ol the water.” &c.  John, iii. 23: “Aad John |
also was bapusing in ASoon neac 1o Salim, beeause there was amuch!
water there, and they came and were bapuised, l
Thus by the above three verses we can see what sort of Baptiste/
Joho's were—=that tey were river lhplids and not bason l::vaiali-.t-c,l
that they were much water Baptists and not piteher nor poiringer |
Baptists, and that this fir~t Bapsist preacher requived much waier in
order to baptism, and that much water made it a conveunient place
for baptism—therefore it is said, the people came there and were bap-
tsed.  And also the river of Jordan was a place of muech water, as
the history of Joshna shews, when Joshua crossed it with Israel. Thus
the scriptures prove that the first Baptist preacher, who had his com-|
mission from God, required a place of much water in order to admin-|
ister baptism.  Then this proves immersion must he the mode he |
practised, and not sprinkling nor pouring, since it does not rtfquirc‘l
much water to sprinkle or pour. Nor does it require a river in or-|
der to perform these rites of human and devil invention, to sprin kle|
or pour; and these words, much water, to prove that John bapt'sed
by immersion, outweighs every argument that Pedo-Baptists ever|
did or ever can offer.  Then Jobn's Baptists were precisely such|
Baptisis as the Kehukee Baptists now are—all bapuised wheve there
is much water.  Then Christ and Jolw's disciples were river and|
much water Baptists, and not litlle water Baptists.  This being clear—i
ed, we proceed to show what kind of persons Jolin baptised. :
Matthew, iii. 2: “And sayviog, Repent ye for the kingdom of bhea-|
ven is at hand”—verse 60 *And were baptised in Jordan confessing
their sins.”  Thus we sec John taught vepentance belore baptism,
and we also see what kina ol porsons he baptised—those that con-
fessed their sins.  And we also see where he baptised—in Jordan,
and not with a bason, or peuring from a piwcher—ithis is also]
clear. Verse 7: “But when be saw many of the Pharisees and Sad-!
ducees aptien? &e. Verse 8: “Diring forth fruits
meet for repemtance.’” 1 iatures show us, that the Plarisees do
not confess sins; fur one sod, §ihank thee, O God, that | am not as|
other men. The scripiiies also show ws that the Sadducees deny|
the resurrection of the Joad, augel or spiriti—then of course these|
men neither repented nor confessed sins, and thierefore, were reject-|
ed by John as uot fit culjects of baptism; and that God was able to]
g_fiw.rrpenmnn‘ and coulussion of sius to publicans aund harlots, or|
the most bardened sinners.  And this is what he means by God’s
being able of these stones to raise up children to Abrabam. So then
repentance aid confession of sins were two pre-requisites  required |
by Juhin before he wonld baptise a person.  “Then this shows that|
John's Baptists and the Kehuker Baptists are precisely the samej)
both require vepemtance and coniession of sins bef.:‘n_‘ baptism. |
John baptised in the water, so do the Kehukee Baptists; aud not|
out of the water, as sprinklers aud pourers do. i
Luke, iii. 3: “And he came into all the country a.lmnt .!ul:d:inli
preaching the baptism of repentance for the remussion ol sins. ™|
This proves that John required repentanice in order 1o baptism; for,
confession of sins is the [ruit of repentance, and these were the charac-|

come o lis |

o oS

ters he baptised—such as confessed their sins. _
quired faith in the promised and coming Messialy, that he then
taught by his preaching was jest ready to appear. Acts, xix. 4:
“Phen said Paul, Joln verily baptised with the baptism ol repentance, |
saying onto the people, that they chould believe on hitn which was|
to come alter hims that is, on Christ Jesus.”  So thea we see that
Jolin required repentance, conlession of sins, and faith in Christ
which was to come, before he would baptise a person—so do the
Keliukee Baptists, and all the diflerence between Johu's l}ni’:lisl:ﬂ :ll.ui.
the Keliukee Baptists is this: Johu said they must believe in Lin"tst
which was to come, m order 10 baptism; and the Kehukee Baptists
sav a man must believe in Christ which has come, in order to !Jap-—|
tism. ThenJohn’s Baptists and the Kehukee Baptists are precisely
before baptism. "This matter being « leared, dear hrc_'lhlen,l we think |
to your satistaction, we proceed 10 show that the baptism ol Joln :nnli
the apost les were one and the same baptism, and that the apostles pmc-i
tised no other water baptism but that of John’s, and the sanie way.
Jesus Christ was a Baptist of John's wnake and a viver Jordan Bap-
And it does not appear from scriplure,

tist you will not dispute.
or churches,

that John ever congregated bis disciples inta a church or
for bis ministry hardly lasted wure than thiree -!I'.Il' a hall _\e‘ars;‘bm
that he left I:i;tinsrtphw @S 0NN gn.-‘llllll'lib::‘:llt'flii!i to build into
the gospel chureh after Lis death. Then wio baptised the t‘uellve
disciples is a question for consideration? \\-e- auswer, that it u::s
pot the commisson of Clirist to baptise with water, but John's
commission; and the commission of Christ 10 baptise with the Holy
Ghost. Aud here we offer proof that Christ did notin any instance
baptise with water. John, iv. 1: *When Il:('l.'i.‘lnl‘c‘,i'ht' Liord l;m:w .lmw
the Pharisees had heard that Jesus made and baptised more disciples
than Johu"—verse 2: (Thongh Jesus lli{lnil'll. Im;ni.-m:i not, but his
disciples.)” Thatis, that Jesus, himself” did not i:?p"se with water,
but his disciples did baptise with water is clear. Then, say you, !ns:.
disciples were not Baptists; for if he did not baptise them, who dids
We answer, from John i. 33: *“Again the next (Lr'\‘, after John stood
and two of his disciples”—verse 30: “f\nfl h:.frl.tllp: upon Jt*r_‘-us as he
walked, he saith, Behold the Lamb ol God"—verse J7: ‘:’Aud the
two disciples heard him speak, and they followed Jesus.”  Here

then we see two Baptists of Johu's make following Christas his dis-

And fturther, Lie re-! |

the same, requiving repentance, confession of sins, and faith in Chirist| |

the twelve apostles; for by examining the list of the names of the
twelve, we find Audrew was one of the apostles.  And Chirist, the
st‘r'iplure‘shuws us, ordained the twelve and sent them our,  So then
we may justly, fairly, and satistactorily conclude, that these two
Baptist disciples of John baptised the other ten, and all others that
came over 1o Jesus in his life time—for so says the text: though Jesus
himsell baptised not, but Lis disciples. So then itis fairly presuma-
b'h_-, that these two disciples baptised the ten, and then they all bap-
tised, afier being baptised by these two, and ordained by Christ.
Tl'i-" being cleared, we proceed 1o show that the apusllcs L-::pt'lsrd in
the same way and the same sort of persous John did, and that they
practised the same mode of baptism as Johin had adminisiered to
them, aud that the mode of John and the apostles were the same
mode. ~

And that the mode of Johu's baptism was where there was much
water, and in the river Jordan—and when he had come up straitway
out of the water—unow you know ail this has already Leen prov ed.
Theun to prove the apostles practised the same mode as Jobn. take
ihe following seripture, Aets viii. 86: “And as they went on
(their way they came 1o a certain water, und the Eenuch
I,.suid, see here is water, what doth binder me 10 be baptised?”?
|verse 37: “And Philip said. i’ thou believest with all thine heart
{thon mayest.  And he answered and said, | believe Jesus Christ is the
Son of God—38: And be commanded the chariot to stand still, and
they went down both into the water, both Philip and the Eunuch,
(and he baptised him—39:  And when they were come up out of the
|water,” &c. Now bere the whole manner ol baptism is so pluinly
set down, that he that rons may read; for in these texts we have ile
adiministrator, Philip; here we have the sulject on profession of faith,
the Eunoch; bere we have the mode, in the water.  So it is said of
Christ, when he: was baptised by John, that when he had siraiiway
come up out of the water.  And it is said of Philip and the Ewnuch,
—and when they were come up out of the water.  So then it is fairly
proven that John and the apostles both baptised in the water, and uot
out of the water, as sprinklers and pourers do.  And forther, Johns
' haptised on profession of faith, saying unto the people, they shonld
believe on him which was to come; that 15, on Christ Je-
sus, And here we see Philip requiring a profession of [aith
in Christ Jesus before he would baptise the Eunuch, aud on
this profession of faith in Christ Jesus he did baptize him.
Then John’s baptism awd apostolic baptism agree in all things;
both required faith, both went into the water to baptise, both
baptised in the water, both came up out ol the water. This
matter we deem so plain, we refuse to quote more scriptures because
of the shortness of'our limits; for although baptisin were mentioned
|ten thousand times in scripture, and neither the subject nor mode

mentioned, yet itis in all places 1o he refeired o this plain pattern
given, as being in all places and on all occasions by the aposties per-
| formed this way. For as some of the disciples had been baptized by
John, and they knew Jesus Christ their master had been baptised by
' John, of course when they baptised they followed Johe’s practice in a
!rivernr much water where they themselves were baptised.  So then
Ithere is no valid baptism but in much water, or in a river, or in a
certain water, and that in the water and not out of ity then baptism
| cannot be pe’rﬁ)rmed out of the water, acrurdiug to John's and apos-
tolic practice, as provable from the New Testament. Now the Ke-
hukee Baptists are just such as these—some of them were like
Jolin’s baptised in a river; some of them were baptised in mill ponds,
| where there was much water; some of them were baptised in ceeeks,
'which is a certain water, &e.  So that Jobn’s Baptists, and the apos-
tolic Baptists, and the Kebukee Baptists, precisely agree—baptised
[on repentance, confessiou of sius, and profession of faith iu Chirist, in
| much water. And we say again, dear brethren, there is nue such
[ thing as performing a scriptural baptism out of the water; but it must
'be done in the water, to come up o the mode of John and the apos-
tles; and that it cannot be performed with a pitcher, gourd, or bason
—this is clear [rom scripture.

Thus in a short way having cleared our path of the brush and
chunks that bave been cast there for ages, we proceed to prove that
all the apostolic churches were Bapust churches.  And firsy, it is
clear thatJesus Christ formed the first chureh of the twelve; for what
{is & church? It is a congregation of faithful wen and women, bapti-
sed aller repentance on a prolession ol their faith in Christ; and in
which the ordinance of the Lovd’s Supper is duly administered, ana
the word of Gud preachied to wemw; and who maintain a seripraral
discipline.  So then, the twelve disciples were, we presume, Bapiists;
we are sure that Christ and two ol them were, and there is no pruof
the rest were not—they met on the eve of the Saviour’s death, and
he preached to them and administered the Supper to them—this is
clear from seripture.  About furty days after this, on the evening of
his ascension, we find them assembled, and that Peter stouod up and
'said over the number of the names of the diseiples, and (hat hey

| iwere about 120; these had joined themselves to the wwelve, for it

is said of themall, Acts, i. 14: “These all continued with one accord
in prayer and supplication, with the women aud Mary the mo-
ther of Jesus, and with lus brethren.”  This church then of baptised
apostles in Jerusalem, was the first Christian churcli and for a long
tiwe remained the head aod cenire of union of all the rest; and gave
| laws and rules 1o all the rvest, for so had Christ ordained the ;ipdsl[es
{to do. Now about ten days alter this came on the greatl day of
ll’enlemst, when Peter the fisherman stood up and pré:u-lre:l {0 the
| vast mnltitude of the Jews that had attended au this great feast, from
all the tribes of lsrael and devout Jews from all nations wnder Lea-
venj and three thousand were by the preaching of Peter pricked in
their hearts. “Then Peter said unto them, repent and be bapiised
every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ, for the remission of
sins., Then they that gladly received his word were baptised, and
the same day there were added unto thew about three thousand souls,
Thus we can see what kind of persons were received as members
of the first Baptist apostolic church—such as heard Peter
preach, such as by his preaching  had been pricked o
their bearts, such as gladly received his word of preach-
ing, such as were baptised after gladly receiving the word, “Tlen
this proves that they were all persous capable of hearing preaching,
capable ol gladly receiving the word; and that additions to this first
Christian chureh was by baptism, and that of such as were pricked
in heart and capable to so hear and feel as to ¢ry, mien and brethren




