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apon them,  Nothing more need be said
|10 express how I'u||_1,' your invitation is agp-
| preciated,

Some of thuse who differ with vs in po-
liiies, are straugely wantng o charity or
msineerity, in the w holesale denunciations
which they muke againstus as a pany.
b thie lormer il they believe us as bad as
they represent us, and in the latter il not
L am sairy
that i some instances the tx:nu]»lr sel us
on the other side has been followed by
<ame ot ours;and | could most siwerely
wish that malevolence tno ir quumly eX-
bited on thewr part bad been aliener met
and rebuked by digmfied furbearance on

| ours.

s belicving they so declare.

|*Il

ove ry man vl sense and observa-
telt the effiat of
poliical difference in magnify ing the lauhis
and voncealing the merits ol those upposed
to usj and thus seewg and feeling every
goad man ought studiously 1w guard ham-
sell against such nfluence,  Puassion never
yer aided inthe ascertainments of truth,
and il we are sincere in our professions we
cannol fal to |n'rrr'l'l-e thiat what s best
LOr our country can be muos Iy mone s e dil'y
and surely ascertained by ealin discussion
of Taets and principles than by muiual
impasstoned denunciations of mdividuals,
| doubt not that a large majority of all
partes are sincere in their prolessions ol
patriousmw—and all wat is wanliog, o my
opinion, to prodece more vpaniity aiong
vur cituzens in tkeir politncal views s to
depose passion [rom the throne ol reason
which she bas so boldly aud impionsly
usurped.  Bou while  personal charity
should be serupulously observed and pas-
sion, vertive and denunciation carelully
avoided, there should be no 1'um[n'muise
ol principle; truth should be sought for
with diligence, and when found frmly
mentained. | expect as litde delerence
Hor my opinions as any man. Such as
|they are, | huve endenvored en all occa-

tion must itave seen and

|stons 1o express them trankiy and fvarless-
(Iv. Il uave not duve so with abiliy, 1
can with confidence appeal 1o Heaven and
my uwn conscience, that | have done s at
: jeast in most unfeigned sincerity. Whether
[1he opwions so expressed by me on the
[ reat question more unmediaty ly agiating
| the L'l”lll[l';l meelt llll:' comm urrences ol ooama-
!inl'll'\ of the civizens of the State which [
ave the honor in pard 1o represent, is, [
vonless, reduced in wy mind (o a matter ol
wuch doubt. 1 do not feel the confidence
that I telt a few weehs sinee, that a mujos=
ity 1s with me.  Yet 1 jeel very far from
being convinced that a majority is against
we.  This lasy, I am well aware, would
«ppear to be a starding declaraton.—
L hose who believe me wrong ia my views,
and therefore feel a very natural desire
that othiers should think so too, are tho=
roughly couvinced that the majority is
agaiust me, and wouid no doubt wonder
that the same [acts which have as they
imagine led them to this conclusion have
not Wrﬂ"g'l( the same canviclions up‘.n
me, and would perbaps be so uncharitable
as to pronounce my incredulity feigned,
Of such I would ask, does the evidence
which satisfies the Roman Catholic of the
real presence in the Kucharist produce
(hat conviction uvpon their miuds?  Or do
they believe with the Musselman, not only
that there is one Gad, but that Mahomet is
iis prophet?  Even honest men see things
differently according to the lights in which
they view them, and no man can claim en-
tire exemption from the misleading influens
¢es of prejudice. But wheiher so fortu=
nate as to have the concurrence of a ma-
jority or not, my public course bas been
diciated by the deepest conviciion that it
wus the course most consistent with the in-
stitutions and welfare of our covniry,—
vt-ry many 1 know think vpon almost
4
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