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SPERECH OF MR. RHETT.
On lhe sm'_lf: cl :f!rr.l‘lrh'un._ delivered on
the general appropriation bill, in the
House of Kepresentulives of the Cun-
gress of the United States, on the 19th

day of February. 1541,

Mr, Chairman: When | addressed 1he
House a feww days since, I stated, that the
hject of the proposed taxes on silks and
aherluxunies, was nol to provide for any
deficiency in revenue to mect the appropri
yiosof th» ensuing vear, but was intend
el 10 produce an excess of revenne to he
distributed to the States.  Such was the
purpose frankly avowed irl_ the Senate, by
a distingnished Senator from  Massachn
wtts, The grntleman from Georyia (Mr.
Neshit, who succeeded me in the debote,)
s my colleague (Mr. Thompson) had
done before, denied that any such inten-
tion existel on the part of those who ad-
yocated the new taxes. They were want
ed forordina: y expenditures, & for nothing

else; and, accordingly, gentlemen endea- |

vored to show an immense deficieney in
the Treasury to justily their imposiion
Independent of the fallacies of the fiscal
statementsrelied on, any one, | thought,
who kept his ears open, could not easily
be deceived by such pretences. But now,
siry the thin veil spread over the suhject is
torn away. The gentleman from North

Carolina (Mr. STANLY) who moved the

laxes as an amendment to the Treasury
note bill, comes forward and distinetly de-
clares, that his O!aja_'cl in moving them,
Was Lo prov ide the means for the payment
ol our debt, as he calls i1, due 10 the States
on actount of the fourth insta'ment of the
feposite act, amounting 10 nine niillions
ok dollars; anel also for an annual abstrge-
ton from the re asury ol some lour or five

\: . : N " . y it o ?
millions more, 10 be given tothe Siates, as | Dhat is the nahed, unquestionable preposi- nother?

i : ;
e procevds ol the salus of the

) publie
lands,

And, sir, he must, indecd, be a
Setolist in polities and the plundering pro-
pensiies of human nsfure, who beleves,
hat when the vailts ol your Treasury are
“ien 1o the indebed States, these -"'-l.?]l!“?
""” eonstitate the it of ther demands,
It assumption of the debits of the Siates
f'j.'!l.i_ General Govermment, ameunting o
Wo hundred and six'y millions of doliars,
and the compiction of the mighty works ol
l":'lf:r:ul improvement for which
LEuls were contracted, will nmatnrally fol-
W the team of this portentons begin-

n ng, and, i“""’l"i'“'.:'.l\'-_. e

theae

gentleman
i -\I-l‘-‘ii“'h'l"!‘ll'ﬂ \\l[' Ad 1) has al-
Euly distinetly itimoated that this s the
"'-F'-*-mm..nmu- 1y T'o meel
a policy will
tuxativn on  the
& Mports wiust be laidy, and what a mighty
b must eonsequently overshadow  tiie

Math! Al It wis, siry lor pointing  oul

he attamned.
]

: lig immense halvlinies sueh
I ase, \'o'l.l.il UxXe '."."i\'t‘

:f""i designs, and apposing, in its ineipien-
' I'» the tax ition h_\ which 1t was [ “ru:‘-. il
' ;;J iccomplish them, tha  (Le aentleman
| Ir Hl.(‘n-;lg' T T Neslu ) 1 sippuse, 10
| Alision 1o :Ilt_'_.";}'lku‘ of ssultraists *?

- 1 - - -

A Or ) .
- Mr. Chairnyin. 1 shall take the positions

Rtir |
parsued by 11 o
L

i utleman from North Ca-
rolina ( My w5

- : l:\|_\ as the veeasion of the
-_{::‘«a: ll‘-\ : ljrl pose offering to the commit
if'n':e.'n::“l. _ll.j this.for: two l'f’:l'jlll'l:%—”l.e
Hion the ‘_'.“.«l\ :utlu-rr_a man, and the p )<i
l.:.:l,_."(a'"‘-‘"\'t‘s are of the mlu-L pressing

Hianee 1o the South: for, il the dica-
- 2around us shiall be realized, but a

9 == v T %

a;;\l:;;;’:]"t{_"‘ will i:]'.erxlt‘uu belore we must
e L_‘ them, Iln-_ pives me an oceasion
.I,J:‘ihhp“‘;liﬂti_‘,‘ (!t-:i-.n;‘d, 10 .‘-I){‘illi; and the
I P-”'f-*h Uiseusses are jusi s:mh as | \\::nh
Eits 00 the attention of my constitu-
- Ulider other circumstances, | should
fave heretofore dune —leave others
e his observations,
d 'LQI:;‘F:: _P".j”-'lll!l he assumes, that the
Fy of the dene ".?"'e-'.l‘l 1o the fourth instalment
p- i sal“pw eacl, or to the proceeds ol
of the public lands, will bear but

"'IIE - et
®Xamination. The Government,hav-

fy 3]
& 1 ng
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ing a surplus revenue, determined, instead| the great issues presented to thecountry is declares so e nphatically. is not, and never it brinus aggre s<inn 1o our institn'ions: ine

of leaving it on deposite with the banks,
corrupting them and the country, to de-
nosite it in certyin proportions with the
States of the confederacy, pr-witli‘\g in the
act the manner and time in whieh it should
be returaed by the States into the Treasu-
rv ol the United States, whenever nceded
il called for by the Secretary of the Trea-
sury., Three-fourths of this surplus was
depo-ited with 1he States, The explosion
of the banks in 1837, and the eansequent
[ wauts of the Government, rendered it in-
expedien, iff it was possible, to deposite
with them the fourth jisa'm nv
now, sir, it is gravely contended, that the a-
mount ut'm-mcy thus deposited, constitu-

aifr, and that portion which was not de-
nosited, isa debt due to the States by lhisJ
Goverument. Suppose the banks with
whom the money had heen previously de-
posited had set up such a elaim, what
voulil 1he gentleman have tho’t ol it? Per-
naps hewould have justified ivin them,as he
now does in his p"i::‘.l:niinrl:-i forthe States.
Stieh ethies may be very gool fur puhiic
ilfvirs, where moval principles are consid-
cred as mere speealationss but, in private
lite, all honest mea would turn upon them
with abhorrence and contempt.  Sir, there
15 no debt due by this Goavernment to the
Stutes, on account of the fourth instalment
W the deposite acl: an I wiien ;."thlllt!lnl.‘ll
alk of its payment, they mean nothiog
vore than that so mueh money raised from
the pesple by taxes shall be distributed o
the States.  And so also with the net pro
ceeds of the siles ol publie lands,  They

direct taxation; or a tarif on imports

i ! in .Jahall be, abandonrd,
Now, sir, | have not hee_n an 'lndnﬁ'er.m:[fm-gms may, at some future day, gain some- | lically colonizes us 10 other Stares; in<tead
observerof events on this suhject, being|thing by the puliey. '
deeply implicated with it; and I'must con-|water power; her

less my ignorance of the existence of any|encouragement,
such issue between the different parties in|tion, it isclear. is that feature ir

Narth Caralina, it stead of equality in the confed racy, prac-

She has admirable|of liberty rears up the Lewtless, irrespon-
fisheries might nevd ! sible despotism of o sevtional majority sver
- - . -

Fhe atiribate of protee-|Lhedosiinies of the Soumh?  Resis'ance to

| u..l;remia protective tar 5 disonion, rather than

the country.  Ofall the public men whom
the people have honored with their fivor.
or trusted with their interest, there has been
but one, who either within this hall, or

taxation, which the gentleman most values,
- . . ™

Latre Lition waterlfercace through 1h's Govern-
ment with our domest einsitiations, | have

Believing, therefore, not only that the ! proclaimed, here snd elsewhere, and now

out of it, has advocated a system of direc:

And,

know tuil well that there are, and can be,
no net proceeds from the only portion of
the Lands to which the States can have cveu‘
the semblanee of a claim. The Virginia
cesston, although perfeetly elear, according
to my apprehension, in refuting any such
clatm, constitutes the sole hasis of their de-|
manid. This covers only the States lyiong|
[ hetween the Mississippi and Ohilo rivers;
and paying the revelutionary debt, which
is the first great purpuse expresscl ou the
[ face of the cession, and tlie expenses inci-
[dent to the extinguishment of the Indian
title and the sale of the lands—there will
not be, and cannot be, a dollar for distribu-
tion. Do not gentlemen know this to be a
fact? The only portion of the public do-
main which can produce any net revenue
at all 1o be dis'ributed, are the lands which
have been purchased, and to which the In-
dian title has been extinguished, by money
raised from the people through the cus-
'toms. To distribute the lands such taxes
have purchased, or the money resuiting
from the sale of lands such taxes have pur

ment.

Wili he name another? (Mr. Sanly men.

nuuuq Mr:. l-iul_;bar([ of Alabama, who rose|from North Caroling, that it was not a-|bavoncs
tingamere trust for safekeeping, was @|and disclaimed it.) The gentleman from bandoned, and gever should be abandoned |tuiional by

Alubama disclaims

taxation on the part of the General Govern-

protective poiiey is uujnst and oppressive | procluim sgain. L t the gentleman take
to the South, bat utterly wszonstiational. | tearry these =caliments 1o the I‘POPIe
anid in direer eonflict with ol those wreat | e o presents, and poiot to his own better

: ,I am that man, as the gentleman|principles of liberty which have sancified | ~n5iiission. as a con'Fast 1o these 1reasona-
frem North Carolina has correctly said,

I % E : o =% e 2 v s lieannt H
{our Revoluiion, 1 herd with surprise and !h_l deelirations. e has declared that if
{regret the affirmation of the goatleman North Caoling was iovaded by federal
« tu eaforee a liw declared consti-
thie Tedairal conrts, he would

it. Who else? And| Phe taniff of 1833. 1 had b en accas- | subonit, althorgh his naive Siate summoned

so will every other man, I fear, on thLis!tomed 1o hear, espreially from the adber-{him 10 her detence; as ifa law court in all

flour, 1aken man by man. I am alone in
my opinions on {his subject, as the gentle
man from Georgia (Mr. Nesbit) truly afl-
irmed the other day in debate. Where,
then, is the justice of endeavoring to make
others rusponsible for my opinions?  Both
ol the leading presses in this city, represen-
ling the two great parties in the country,
simultaneously repudiated direet taxation
when I first maintained it here. No State
—no party in any State, or in the Ugion,
to my knowledge, has proposed or advoes

ted it to be exereised by this Government

But the gentleman gravely asserts, that di

reet taxation is one of the great issues iu
ihe country.

- L] - -

Mr. Chairman, the gentleman from
North Carolina does not differ much from
me in his estimate of the effect of indirect
tixaiion on the different portions of the
Union.  Hedid not show its good effects
on the Seuth; but he did dwell with enthu-
siasm on the vast and growing prosperity
of the North: and as he gazed, he thought
—.nd his heart revolied as he thought—
of ihe abominable project of direct taxation!
Why abominable, but that he helieves this
prosperity to spring from and depend up-
on our present system of indirect taxation,
which the other would overthrow? Now,
sir, in what way can any portion of the

of view, by taxatien? Ifit is equal on all,
it is a loss to all. Government does not
make money by taxation; on the contrary,
it takes itfrom the people, and destroys it
in supporting itself. If taxation is a gain
to any part ol the country, it can only be
so by an unequal eontribution of the taxes,
or by receivingback in Government dis-
bursements more than it pays by taxation.
By both these features of taxation may a
section of a country be benefited; and by

chascd, is the same as distributing the tax
es direetly.  Let gentlemen turn it as they
please, their scheme tor distributing the
tourth insialmenty, or the pluctcl:a ol the
publie lands, smounts to !lll:‘:-—»l‘ﬂulh)‘
ransed by todireel taxation from the peo-
ple, l|||'.-»uu,h the customs, by duties onim- |

OIS, 18

L. |

Now, sir, to carry out this policy, sop
puse the taxes raised

duties on our iportsto Le I.l']ll.l”_\’ ||.|iti by !tl(‘.ploretl,
them all over the Unionj and suppose, al- | _mul_lud. ! _ pro
lislative action, designed distinetly (by pro- _ | ‘ _ | :
- | teetive tariffs and other expedients) to ac- endanger it, and wishes, inauticipation, tojol the ridicuiousness

so. in vour distribution of them to the

| Siate, they are returned cqually to the pe

ples it wiil be difficalt to discern the wis- complish such an unequal distribution of raise prejudices

dom of such legislition. No Government |
in the history of man has ever heretofore
raised mnm-_\.' from the peopleto be given|
biek tothem againg and il man by man
they receivéd back dollar for dollar what
r,;i-a‘h(:n-u collected Trom lh[:m‘ what can
i“‘.) -;_-‘.l“? It wonld unl_\' be a m;lg!liﬁccnll
explriment see how muen money may he
aidle by changing it from one hand to the
other  But the 1rmp]v. to carry Lls no-
table seheme into effect, can never receive
back what they pay by taxation, hecause a
host of officers must be employed and paid
to eolleet the taxes from them and return
iliem to their possession. Il the expenses
ol Gur present revenue sysiem will be a
fwir eriverion of the cost of collecting and
dishursing taxes, it will amount to thitteen
per ct nt. .'||][]H'!I-]._\'. Assuss this on the
wine millions of dollars Propose o to be dis-
[tributed tothe |.t‘u].li.' of the Siates u_lull.'l'
"the preiest of the fourth instalment of the
|‘||I;-_|-|I(f aet, and it amounts to a loss by
||]“. p ople of upward of a miilion of duol-
[lars.  Make the same deduction on the
annual distribution ol the four millions of
dollars 1L 1s I)l"'i}”.‘(:‘ll to distribute as the
proceeds of the sales of the public lands,
and it amousts to a loss of more than a hall
million yearly. 1 North Carolina, by the
Jistribution of the four millions, should re-
ceive two hundred thousand, sne would
pay for it 1wo Illll:ldl"ld and Lwenty six
ihousand dollars, being a dead loss to her
peop'e of twenl y-8iX thousand dollars an-
aually, 10 the gentleman proposes to ben-
efil the peaple of ,"\uuh Carolina by such
iegislation, would it not be, to use his own
chaste and classic language, *‘the most ri-

diculous humbuggery

Mr. Chairman, the gentleman from
North Carolina insists upon it, that one of

3

one or both of them must the gentleman
suppose the prosperity of the North to be
piomoted. Now, is not such prosperity
tustered at the expense of others? Is it
any thing more than an artificial benefit
vceasioned by the opvra:iun of Govern-
ment, whereby the property of one section

1o he distributed to the States. ol the country is unjustly transferred to a-

If this result is produced by a
lair, necessary operation of the Govern-
meut, acting within its acknowledged con-

from the people [n-|5:iluliunal limitations, it is an evil to be

and, as far as possible, to be re-
Bat when it is produced by leg-

the benefits of Government, is it to be de
fended—is it matter for exultation?  What
of the suffering portion who pay ‘the taxes
unequally, and receive back with reversed
inequality, the benefit of the public expen-
ditures is there no sympathy for them? A
prosperity thus created and fostered by

injustice, so far from being a cause for ex- |

ultation, is only worthy the execration of
every honest and enlightened man; and if
direet taxation would have the tendency of
cheeking ity by making the Government
just and fair in its operation, and enabling
esch 1o enjoy his rightful share of the com-

Leutsof its distingnished author, had brought [ the great siruggles for liberty, has ever
healing inits wings 10 a broken coustiiu | yer been fbuad bat on the side of power!
{Lion, and atoutraged and oppressed people. | Did Hlampden™s appeal to the couris save
| Butitseems, now, we have made a nine him from paying siip money?  Aud who
[years” mistake. It woull have beenldonbis thety in enr Revolution, the courts
[cowardly,” says the geptleman, =il the| vould, at any time, have decided on the
principle had been conceded, because, §|side of British pretensions?  For my part,
preswine, a minority (South Carcling, if| 1 have neither the pnsive philosophy, nor
you please) resisted it. ™ Tiis was exael-|ihe eonstivitional principlesof the gentle-
ly the argument of Lord Nortis in the|man from North Carolina. The day that
British Parliament, 1o the remoasloneesia lostile foot s put on the soil of South
ond resistance of our ancesiors; awd will| Carolina, 10 enforee any law on the part of
ever he the argunment of prowd tyranpics|the confuderacy —whalever the cause—
inallages. Do the oppressed submii?—{right or wrong, | oiwy her bohests, and
they are taxed of course. Do they r sist? [espouse her cause. Iy her my allegiance,
—it will be cowardly then toyiell.  «8ic|as well 38 my patriotism, will bid me stand:
vulo, sic jubeo,” is a far benter method « fl.w.:-l ner fate, wiulever it may be, will be
putting the gestleman’s argument, ']‘]tel*u'ﬁulf‘:.l for me. And how different is
principle, too, was all Lord Novth ulti |ihe lapguage of the gentleman from the
mately contended fur. He laid a gl-ltl]r-‘l:‘._:uu declaration of adisttuguished son of
tax—a tax on afew luxuries—knowing (ull |lus native State! o e midst of our tariff
well that if the pri;wii.lc ol taxation \\'us:c:flztru\'t rsy, Goveraor Swain declared
yielded, there could never, therealter, bel|that e Kuew of ne !-.i__._;,\\'.n_y for the march
a serious contestupon a mere question of ol federal toops through the territory of
the d{'greu of im[m.'iilitlt]. And thius, sir, . Nonth Carolinag.  Dut Governor Swain, I
did the people ol Suuth Carclina eontend | presume, was neither a proteetive tariff
ouly against the principle invelved in afman, nor o8 federalist.  He believed that
protective tarifl.  Itwas, with them, not a we were oppiessed, and sy mpathized with
[ question of money, but of right—of consti-|our oppression; and hie spurned the theory
wtional liberty. IF we were wrong— hat the sovercign States of this confederas
then no concessiun, no modilication of the ey were subordmate to the federal head,
tariff ought to have been made; but if we,and could constitutionally be dragooned

country be benefited, in a pecuniary point were right, it was notonly proper that the |into submission, whencver resistance is

[principle should be yielded, but, acc"rding;l'u:cud upon them by federal usurpations.
to my apprehension, it would have been as| The sentiment of Governor Swain was
cowardly as it would have been criminal, | worthy the old republican Siate he repre-
not 1o have abandoned it, The basest cow- |sented; and, 1 doubt not, if the federal
Iardiu:e is moral cowardice—a fear of the|bayonets had been destined for the people
censure or contempt of others. over whom he presided, instead of a sistep
» a - ] State, whether backed by court decisions

Mr. Chairman, in connexion with this!or not, in obedience to her mandates he
great question, auticipating a renewal 0f|\\':mlui have summoned every brave and
the strife which formerly agitated the coun- | free spirit within her borders to her de-
'try in consequence of the protective policy |fence, and on the confines of North Caroli-
| he so upholds, the gentiemen from Noith |na would have met the aggression.  There,
Carolina comes to his next greal iSSU!:iufi.!l.llll’!E, the gentlewdn would not have
witich he says is presented to the country (Lecn found; I mistuke the spirit of even
—a union or dissolution of the confedera-|the peeple he represents, if they would
ey.  (Mr. Stanly explained, and siid he [ Lave been aspassive and submissive as his
did not say that any such issue was in the|principles might require. They would
country, but, thai such was the issue bu-‘.hm'c suen thal, in such a contest, there
tween Mr. Rhett and himsell.) The gen-|could be no neutiality; that they must pro~
tlemen ean make issues for Limself, bul!lnclh‘:r, or phinge their swords into the
what right has he 1o make tliem fur me? | bosom ol their pative Swate.  Nor would
 Who, during this delaie, has spoken of | the consideration of the mere brute force
the Union buv himseli?  Who las men-|brooght against them, have influenced
tioned it with disrespeel or censuie? W hy [their determination. When the gentle-
'does he proclaim it an issue with any one? [ man, comparing the numerical difference
It is because he knows that his poliey will ol New York aud South Carelina, spoke
and insolence “of
against those he would | South Carolina resistiug such power,” I
thought of the men who met at the Meck=
lenburg convention. I in that grave and
hold assembly of freemen, some man of
popalar statisties and enlarged  patriotism,
had baought out Lis tables showing the
power ol Grest Britain, aud the [leebleness
of the colonies, and had spoken of the
sridieulousness and insolence™ ol their re-
sistunee. what fate would have awailed
him?  Lynching or the halter—the whip-
ping p.-\:-l.-ul‘ desth. W hat iml.-.mcs.s have
such erestures i the councils of men whose

[oppress: aud thus throw from himsuii: upan
(them the odim of endangening the Union?
| This, sir, 18 the old device of sore nine
| years past, which, worn outand cast aside
|by all partiesin South Carolina, is again
tricked up here for effeet, as the first pre-
|lude to a new protective tarift @
To prove my opposition to the Union,
the gentlemen has quoted language used by
me n a speech delivered on the 4:h of Ju-
ly, 1529, tomy constituents, in which |
'speak of resistance 10 a protective tarifl, ' ‘
‘and the resolutions lately passed by South |determined end 1s Liberty, and revolution
Qarolina on the same effcet.  Why, sir. [the s'ern means of vbiainiog 1?2 Aad isit

mon prosperity, itwould be a blessing to

had the gentlemen come to e, I would]|

o this day, afier. the experience of ovr
| Revolwion, and the examples which all

be earnestly desired.  Prosperity by rob-
bery, robbers only should be capable of
admiring. Under any system 0{ indirect
taxation, however fair, there will be an
incidental benefit to the manulacturers ol
this country, in consequence o_f the enhan-
ced price of the commodiliasl imported —a
benefit enjoyed by no other interest. But
a benefit 10 them, although derived une-
qually from us, is not, alfic!lg..' speaking,
oppressive, where the tax is laid for rev-
enue, because il is constitutional. The
taxes may be partial, and therefore inex-
pedient; put they are not morally wrong;
the other benefits which the constitution
confers, being, it is presumed, an equiva-
lent for the unequal effects of such taxa-
lion. But itis another thing, when lh'e
taxes are not laid for revenue—when this
inequality, by indirect taxation, 18 deliber-
alely and intentionally enhanced, with the
avowed purpose of promoting the prosperi-
iy of one portion of the Union at the ex-
pense of another. It then becomes oppres-
-.nre——unconsl.ilulionﬂoppre_sswn, and con-
slitutes that protective policy, to which
the gentleman from North Carolina refers
‘he prosperity of the northern States, and

with cheerfulness havegiven him lar betier

evidence than those pipers allurd to convict
Ime of desiring a dissolution of the Union,

conslituents in 1838, in which 1T plainly
caleulate the value of the Uniong when  6s-
sailed through its sides by northern aboli-
tionisis.  } there boldly maintain, that we
must have peace on this subject, or the
Union ought to be dissolved; and to tlis
effect had prepared resolutions which |
puhlished in the address, proposing a com-
mittee of one member from each Slale to
take into considerstion the expediency of
amending lhe constitutivn or dissolving the
Union. Let the gentleman take these po-
sitions, and, with abolitiovists, make the
most of them. He may be assured that |
am neither afraid nor ashamed of them, and
shall be prepared, wheoever the emergen
cy arises here or elscwhere, 10 carry oul

ces. Does he suppose that any inan, lree
nimself, or worthy to represent Irceémen,
will hesilate to 1€sist oppression, OF advo-
cate a change inany form of Governmeat,
when it fails the purpose for wiich il was
established? When, instead of prolection,

|1 would have given him my address (o my |
[ propriety of resistance 1o tyranny?

these opinions to their utmost consequet-|

the ercat strugales lor liverty have aflord-
ol 10 Turmer times, that we are 10 hear of
wisdom and
The
canse ol jll.‘dla'l:—-lll“ cause ol the pt‘.ﬁpl':
las uol always, it is Liue, prevailed—but it
ll;l:-ill“liilhl)h‘f"iariuil enough Lo 1{1ake op-
Pressors U‘.‘liil;if.‘, even in the hrlght nlll.l
|alory of their power, snd [reemen hope
and strike again and again for their rights.

Mr. Chairman, the gentlemnan has assert-
ed that North Caroling is despised by Vir-
ginia aod South Carolina, an{l, linert_:furr-, [
suppose, he his deemed himself justifia-
ble in assailing Lhiese Siates.

Despise Norih Carolina!  Who that has
ihe aspiratien of a fieeman, can decpise a
republic, which fur more than a half.cen_ltl-
rv, has maintained, and sull mautains
|iberty within her borderst Is freedeomn
l<0 rife in the world that those who pussess

numbers determining 1he

[and preserve it, can be lightly esteemed?
| W hat wrong. what usutpation hes she ev-
er Perpt‘il'dlull upon  olier hla'n:r-? whiciy
in States a8 with indivdusls, eonsiitute the
lonly just cause for reproach and shame,
\1[-;;"_ she need hang her head amongst d"!
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