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A NATIONAL SERMON,

Or, a frw thoughts on Nullification,
By ANy Asmericay Faumer.
IWritten in 1833, but in consequence of
the Compromgse, not published
unlil now.

First hook of Kings, xii chapter, verse
4; Thy father made our yoke grievous:
now therelore make thou the grievous ser
vice of thy father, and his heavy yuoke
which he put upon us, lighter, and we will
serve thee.  Verse 10: My little finge:
shall be thicker than my father's loius.
Verse 11: And now whe:eas my father
did lade you with a heavy yoke, I will add
to your yoke: my father hath chastised you
with whips, but I will chastise you with
scorpions.

The wise man Solomon said, there was
nothing new under the sun, and indeed it
seems Liue; forin this case before us, of the
kingdom and nation of Israel, we see as
clear as day light the present crisis of A-
merican affairs; and the plea and petitions
of the South Carolinians to the General
Government for relief from the Tariff grie-
vanees, 10 correspond as near as possible
with the plea of the ten tribes of lsrael to
King Rehoboam, for a redress of their

'mock at R--p_ubllcan governments. Dry|South has done.
up the tears ol patriots, and do honor to the
sleeping heroes of the Revolution, who
.:lnlll:ﬁhl; ﬂ;:.:l.,,!:l?,l,: ::,d tllle:la,” t':..ﬁ::’rl'f:u? LI:(z)_}ix-ive taken two or three sessions to
General Washington, and his in:l ol ].'I. . S n!i: > \?ﬂ ey B g ?he
iy's hleeding marl\;rs to wilness “fL:r ll“u\L-. l HL e I| ShTAN v SHougal, thst
mad and proud policy .if vou do r'\‘or !i‘~t'-|n ik ‘l'lm » “‘f:l vae t-aken' e e
to the grievances nl"z h‘c Sotth, and redr ss|: :"i : onr hd"gm“ nmlhw’-a day. gt
them spee-lily, and save the lin-i-m of IL!'-}‘ I |" : -*ll‘nu'l!‘. Mool e 5 e T
nation; since 'Vuu t‘.‘dl'l see as lain as 1: | r_mn}lle N T Lo M
nuse on your face, the .whurlpnlnl‘ 1h:ﬂ: is h‘H:IF f,hl::\.' .'l‘:ﬂc:“:)lll‘ :]{;:nmlr:lif:?«:i::tf:::fﬂ:.lfl,; ;::‘f-
lore you, by the light of past experience.  |old on s of his FalhEr, for had he 'an-;ht.)-
. ]

| sh;t!l now lake up my text, with some|aq;, talien their advice, the States ot Israel
..:l' the eircumstances relating thereonto. 1| hu! not been divided. But no doubt these
18 clear, from rewling this chanter aud| v oung culs wanted to supplant his lath r’s
others, that the nation of Israel at the de th{ ol minisiers. and gel'in.
of Solomon, to external appesrance was inf  And here, fellow citizens, arises oft the
L VERY prosperous condition; gold and »-:-’-| Hstraction and destroetion of nations; from
ver was tn greal pleaty, so that it was noth- | ours wanting to get in, to share the loaves
ng accounted of in the days of Solomon |and fsties  What was the counsel of Solu-
His stmptuous palace was builtzthe famons! mon’s o1d ministers of state? He, you will
temple a house [ir Pharaoh's daughter. | ant doubt, was a wise king; and of course,
&e. &ee Yet it is also elear, that the peo- | his misisters of state may be ranked among
ple of lsrael were groaning vuder very hea- | the none such.  Let us hear, fellow cit-
vy antl grievous burdens at the same time: ! zens of the United Siates, for the insirue
and I will show you the reason why |iion of the Houses of Congress, what ad-
First, the king’s table every day was« vast | vice these wise old ministers of stale give
hurden on the peuple; for it wa. thiny fin this ciisis of affairs in the nation of Isrs-
measures of fine flour, and threescore mea- [el: which is sualogous to the crisis of the
sures of meal, ten fat oxen, and twenty fat| present American affiirs.  Here comes
oxen out ol the pastures, an hundred sheep, | their counsel: And they spake unito him,
and roebucks, and fallow deer, and fatted | siving, if thou wilt be a servant uato this
fowl.  What a heavy tax thix on a nation |people this day, and wilt serve them, and
Aild ta this, forty thousand horses for cha |answer them, and speak good words unto
rims fed every day, and twelve thousand | them, then will they be thy servants lur
haorsemen with clothing and food.  Hereever.  Here, oli ve men of Congress, is
are a million or two at onee, | take it [the voice of the wisdom of ministers of
Add to this, the pay of all his great ofti [state in the days of ancieut times, at a eri
cers, with a hundred other contingent ex |sis like ours.  Will you, oh 1 esll upon
penees for the government of the pation ol | you in the name of heaven, and by all that
Israel.  We may say four or five millions, |is sacred to God or man, to listen to this
at once.  But what was the worst of all, | counsel and act sccordingly; for it is the
this was the vast expense ol a peace estab ’muuscl of wisdom, it is the safest advice
lishmeat, for there was no war in the days|that you in this erisis of Southern com
of Solomon. pluints can take. For | ask you, in th

Now add to all this. the oppression of| name of God. is it not as much your duoty to

Rehoboam, you know,
took three days to consider on this subjeet,
ltke the Houses of Congress have done; for

[ havd labor in building of houses, not for  hear the petitions of the people, or a State,

themselves but for the king or nation; fur asitis for them to obey your lawful or con
leaving out the mighty labor and cost of stitutional mandates? You are our ser.
the temple, the king'’s house must have vanis. and we are yours; and it is the in
been both cosily and oppressive 1o the peo- terest of all to be united and serve edich
ple, for they were employed about thirteen other. And | beg you to remember, tha
years in these public works.  But oh, hea- all sovereign power, whether of kingdoms
vens, when | tell you they were not left at or States, lose their right to rule men in a
their liberty, but levied by the govern- | moral pointof view, when they become op-
ment out of all the tribes of Israel —to do pressors and take away ol the rights of men.
what? why, to work for the king and na- Such a government is no longer an ordi-
tion. Thirty thousand ecutting timber of nance of the great God of heaven, lor and
cedar in Lebanon, sixty thousand bearing | because it desiroys those very rights he be
burdens, and three thousand three hundred queathed man in creation.

(officers 10 oversee them. Here you seeal-|  Whenever the established laws of na-
mwost one hundred thousand men al work | tions or Stales are contrary to the dictates

P

Let us read the advice of Rehoboam’s
young men in the text: My Littie fnger
shall be thirker than my father’s loins—I1
will add to your yoke: my father chastisen
you with whips, but | will chastise you
with scorpions, O, ye Houses of Con
gross, what foolish advice this, as the end
proved it to be Be wiser than these
young minisiers, and this fool hardy young
king: don’t put to sea ina storm.  These
WIre vigor s messures, messuares that had
a lendeney 1o irritate hearts that were airea
ydy galled 16 1he quick, and not 1o eoncill
tate, and molily, and make peace.  Don®i
‘tread on thot groand, for it is tuo danger-
ous, a3 the end shewed. Oh, how astan
jished must these dutiful subj-cts ot th.
{king have beon, when they heard such a
{erucl and hard answer from their young
[ Klag to their bumble petition lor a 1edress
of grievances, as stated in the text.  Me
thinks they siood amazed, bat 1 am sur
they grew msd and vexed worse than ev
ery for they revolied from the hovse of Da
vid from that day; snd stoned Adoram,
whom the king sent to pacity them.

No doubt the king and his young men
thought, thar threats and perseverance
from his majesty, would soon humble and
kill the pride of these groaning Israclites;
o1 that they would Tail out among them-
selves, and so there would he an end 10
their opposition and complainis; or tha
this insurreetion was all owing to Jerobo-
am, the son ol Nebat. and a lfew other fac-
tious fellows, that Jed the people astray;
and that they were at the head of all this,
and could not long agree, beeause every
one would want to be the great man. Or,
that if a few of the king’s troops who were
well disciplined were sent alter them. that
they would soon return 1o their duty
hrough fear, as it was only a mere party,
imd no doubr he thought a few out of 1he
thousands of lsrael.  But he was faally
nistaken when it came to the test.  Ten
‘rihes went off, and his parly was but a
nanuiul, when the people were sounded.
Matters had now come 10 a crisis in Israel, |
the full extent of the division was sven.l
while helore only a few spoke out.  Soin
all revolutions, the greatest part for cer-
tain principles lie concealed, until forced
out like Israel, by further over bearing
measures,

And here, fellow citizens, you can see
what would have saved the union of the ls-
raelitish states; and that was, a change of
men and measures in the ministry.  But
this young king and his proud young men,
yon may be sure, had not love enough for
the union 10 resign their post; nor would
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remaved. This i the yohe and ne‘r\':u
compliined of, and the grounds of their pes
iton. | say 1heir elaidr of vights and pe-
tision are well founded, and ought to have
heen granied by the young king )
Now, sir, 1o compare  The American
government has been much in debt, in
consequence uf last war and other necessas
ry charges. Have nut 1Le South Carolini-
ing, like the lsraclites, paid faithfully their
qoo'a of labor 1o carry oun these public
warks?  But they are now, like the publie
worksofl the States of Israel, imshed. The
national debt paid, the South Carolinians
now, like the Israelites, petiton for a re-
louse (rom further labor ur tsxation. What
«ay you, Congresy, is not their right and
petition  well founded, and claim just?
I'hev now want, like Israel, 10 work for
themselves, and do no more labor for the
nation than may keep the wheels moving,
And can you in justice say why'lht-y should
noi? | think you caunut in  jusiice say,
‘hat they should not now work for thems
selves: for the right of labor is a Ged-
given right 10 every man, and you have
no right to take it away: if you do, they
have 4 right to eomplain, and resist your
taking it away and justly too. And no
Linz nor governmen! hw a right to take
any more lrom the subjects thereof than

| for the good of the whole, and not the few

in any government.  And this the Consti-
ition gives Congress, and @o more;
Congress has no right 10 tax our lubor, our
purse. produce, property, wants or wishess
than is suffictent for the expenves of gov-
erument. And whenever Congress does
or shall lay a tax, or duty, or Wha‘l not, 0
carry on any works, or internal Lnprove-
me-its, that are nol fur tite good of the
whole nation, but for the benefit of a few
individuals, or any one particular State or
section of country, wherein the whole U-
nion is not benefiited less or more, ihey be-
come oppressive Solomons, and that part
appressed thereby has a 1igh' 10 complain
and petition for redress of such grievances,
and may justly resist when not granted.
And so did lsrael of oldy as irve patriots,
and set up for themselves under Jeroboam,
their first kingy and for this reason the
union of the Stes of lsrael was broken
forever. Take heed.

But we will now come to the verv ront
of the matter, or the main cause ol this
grievance; and that was, that all this vast
taxation of labor of the ten tribes or States
of Isriel; was expended mostly for the ben-
« fit and in the State of Benjamin, for the ag-
grandizement of that Siate, and the benehit
and wealth of its citizens. And the State
or iribe of Benjal‘l‘lil'l joined the tribe ar

nol, or could not, see the danger of their

grievances.

the General Governmen! may see as clear he king. s it any woniler that Israel un

And h)' reading this chapter, | ,n internal improvements like slaves lor ol reason, and tuke away the rights of men.

they cannot, according to the laws of God

as the sun at noon-day, which way they
ought to steer the American bark, and
what may be the fatal effect 1o this nation
if they do not redress grievances. For the
ten tribes were never after united to the
other two, and wars on wars were the effect
of this split between the tribes or twelve
States of Israel.

Heie,” Cougress men, lock with open
eyes and see the path you must and ought |
to tiead; or you may be, by one act of
yours, the cause of fifty different wars in |
this country in time 1o come, like this one
circumstance did in Israel, by Rehioboam’s
not redressing the grievances of his sub- |
jeets on petition.  We will say, you crush |
the Sounih Carolinians in a moment.  Stop,
pause awhile; the race is not to the swill,
nor the battle to the strong.  There was a
God in Isrsel that managed the affiirs of |
the nation, and mark this, that he never
stiffered them ;lguill to be united, But oh,
the ill(lllll. the blood, that this one pl‘iJUtl
overbearing and hard bearing aer and eoun- |
sel ot his voung ministers brought on that
nation, that might have been so easy 10 all

hutnan appearances scitied al fivst, by Re- | but what was their right, nothing but what | competent judges of all matters of Siate, lor
hobuam's granting the pelition< of his sub- | might be said wus the languoge of reason:|sell and nalional governments; for on them
jcele. Remember, thereis a pointto which and withal they pre-ented a very humble the burden of all governments fall, and

human peture can bear; then nothing but
ueath can damp the patriotic luime  Re-
member, grievances endured and suflired
by our futhers, and not redressed by Great
Britain on petition, were the canse of our
evolation: and must you not be mad, or
out of your senses, oh, you Houses of Con-
gress, nol to hear the voices ol our oppress-
od, ecomplaining South Carolinians; our
brethren, our bone and our flesh, our sis-
ter and help purchaser of liberty at the
price ol treasure and blood in the revolu-
tionary struggle.

Or, will you shut your eyes against the
light of all past experience of nations, and
pursue the proud, the down, hard heuring.
und mad peliey of Rehoboam and the Brit
ishy nation, and therehy produce a revoly.
Livn and perhaps a never ending separation
of these United Siates; that have become
the light of nations, the terror of desputs,
the buast of the sons of liberty throughow
the world, and the happy asylom to the
outeast and ovppressed of all nations of 1he
earth, that can possibly tread American
soil.  Never, no, never, wheu you can s
easily profit by past experience. Lighteu
your haud, break the yoke, burst the
cords, and spreud joy to the sons of liberty ;
stop the mouths of tyrants, who Jaugh and

der thuse circumstances complained of grie- I;uul the consciences of men, be lawlully
vances and 4 heavy yoke, when it had gall- obeved.  For in such a case, any man can
ed their necks for thirteen years. Nolo- resist them and not sin, but have a clewr
mon was rich, it is true; yea, the richestof eonscience towards Guod.  Such was the
king<; but the people were poor, very case of the patriots of the Revolution, they
poor, in the latier part of Solonion’s reign; | could see a fieid of Britons slain & weltering
for his household expenses, his seven huo- | and smoking in their blood, and feel no
dred wives and three hundred concubines, guilt of couscience; becavse they had put
were not to he maintained without a vast 1he Americans upon the necessity of kill-
expensc to the government. Besides, the ingthem in defence of those rights that God
vast internal improvements made in the hud bestowed oo man as his inalivnable

kingdom, as well as thirteen years los< of riglis, and therclore the blood was on the|

Jabor.  And this is the effect ol internal im- | British ministry, and not on the heads of
provements in all nations, a rich govern- the Americans  Ani in case men are nol

ment, but poor people and they oppriessed 'able to resist unjust and unreasonable laws, !

This was the reason, and 1 think reason they should ratber sufler than obey them;
fully sufficient, for lsrael’s laying their pe- and every sobject in a nation has a right to
titions of grievances before Rehoboam, judge of the laws of that nation, whether
their young king.  And had Reboboam ta- just or unjust.  For God himself has sub
ken the lenient, the pacific course and mitted his laws io our judgment and under-
measures 1o relieve the burdens ol the sianding, and culls upon us thus 1o ohey.
people, he would not have had his kingdom | Aud if you should say, the esmmon peo-
curtailed, distracted, and divided as it was, 'ple do nol undergtand the laws of their
by thos* measures which he and his minis- country; 1 then say, they can’t transgress,
try pursued, of ~till holding the burdens on | because you make a law beyoud their com
his people. His subjects asked nothing prehension. | say,the common peogle sre

measures of government before too Inle;|‘ilale of Judahj for ll:\l.’: famous l:ii:y oj'.le-
and thus the nation was shipwrecked, for|rusalem stood in the State of B_etyamln, B
want of better and older pilots. 1ask vou, frw miles from the line that divided the
if it was not madness and folly in Rehobo- | States of Judah and Benjamin,  Here it
am, thus 1o act and dash the union of Isra- | was that most of the tax or labor of the ten
¢l to pieces, merely for the sike of being | tribes was expended, on these States and
called brave. or not reseinding oppressive { to the benefit of the citizens thereolf; while
measures? But alus. there was honey eomb | their own Siates and selves received no
made in the treasurv by these men’s la-| benefit from their labor. And further, the
Luis and taxes, aud thereiore the king and | State of Judah was by lar Jbe largest State
I.’s ministers were net willing to rt-.-ian thelin the Urion of the twelvé, dnd the most
|helm to others, nor let them off it luss populous  Here is the gall then, here is
taxes. the grievance that harrows !{m heart and
| 1 tell you, fellow citizens, it is hard to/enrages patriotic blood  Shall we, the
say what a people will do, when fully pro- | ten Sta‘es that have equal rights with Ju-
voked by bad measures in governmenial dab and Benjimin, be always at work for
affair«. 1 should sav, it was not good to!ihem, to raise their cities to splendory and
provoke a people. lest Lthat government be vurs

lie in ruins; to erect lamous and
the cause of ihe outrage thal may be com- | =plendid houses and public works, fer the
mitted by a vexed people, conscious of geod of

these two Siates, and we have
their rights, and so bring their bloud to be scarce houses o ~helier us, by means of our
rmluirc'd at the hands ol the governors ofl being always fron home 10 work for them?
the nation. For sure | am, il bal mea | Gouod hravens, this won’t do for us; let Ju-
sures and unjust luws that take away the dah and Benjamin work for themselves,
riglits of men, be the canse of blood™s be- |and ler us work for ourselves. |s not this
ing shed, that the promoters of thos: mvg-,righl, say, ye men of Congr s8? '
sures must bear the blood of the slain; as| Here. in a shor! manncr, you have a fair
the Saviodr has said, wo unto that man by | view, and the cffccta of the cursed projects

petition to their young king, with promis
¢s of future and continued fidelity to the
|young king, as they had to his father, on
lightening their burdens of labor and 1axa-
tion. Labor is one of heaven’s rights to
sil men, and he or they, that take away
this right from man without his eonsent, 1s
a tyrant and an usurper of the rights God
has given man for the support of himsell
and family.

But hear their petition: Thy father made
our yoke grievouws, mow therefore make
thou the grievous scrvice of thy father and
his yoke which he put on us lighter. For
heaven's sake, what was there so unreason
able in all 1his? They dii, like the South
Carolinians, not ask to have all burdens of
government removed; but only some part
of their hard burdens and services removed,
s0 that they might bear yel, and get along
in their afl.irs in this life. 1 ask, was
there any disloyalty in their petition to
their young king? Nuy there is a manifest
-silllugness yet to serve. They had an
undoubted right certainly, as well as the
south Carolinians, to petition their king or
zovernment for a redriss of what they
thought their grievances; and they, it is
certain, used this right in great humility as
subjects of that kingdom, as well as the

whom the offenee cometh.
help h(‘iug offended, when his lahot and |
they should be the ehief regulators. It is by (njust measures n a government, and|
true, they may not understand the tricks
and tnirigues of lawyers, nor the manceuvs
ring of statesmen 1o get their hands in the |
treasury; yet il the designing would let | ple; for the lext says, he loved many
them alove, they will do right and de for strange women.
the best, the best for all; but the designing, ! We will now just glance over the suh-
for the few. [ jeet ina way of sppliration, 1o see the anal-
For 1 assure you, that the lowest class'ogy in this cose of lsrael, and the present
of the nation know how to count their mo-  ~tate of American affiurs.  And first, the
ney and value their precious lahor, as well nition of Israel in the days of Solomon haa
as my Lord Secretary of State. W hy lcen badly oppresced, by means of their
then :;hﬂuld not the voice of ovar sister be lubor beng taken aw ay from them and ex-
heard and granted, since she is a8 capalie '["'rlll!wl on plll!'“l' works of the king an'l
of judging of laws, money, and labor, as naon. You will rrvul!cfl, that lanor is
well as others? | say, break the yokeand mouney; money or libor e when taken
set the nation at peace, or you will r pent away a taxation. snd that all revenues in
it when teo late. Wha, for heaven’s sake, any governmeut arise from labor. And
will you risk this republic for a few hun | you may just as well tax a man’s hands as
dred” thousand dollars?  Don't, for old his purse, prodnee, property. or necessan
George’s sake, do like Rehoboam, rejrct wanits; for they all amount to the sume
the counsel of his old miuisters and listen | Solomeon had laid a heavy tax of libor on
to his young ones, and so refuse to remove jthe Joelites for thinteen yeors, 1o build
iike him this Tarifl grievance, aad divide all his public and wnational aor_ks: they
the United Stales like he did the 1welve were now done and finished. \‘t‘: h‘i ar ol
States of Israel; and bring on us and our, no petitien from them, until all-alre Bnished;
children, and children’s children, wars un- they seem to have borne their burden:
aumbered. Oh, let not the Awerican with much palience. Then dor’t you

S |
bancliery, as did Solomon and nodoubt his

soil drink the blood of its sons, but of ty-|think, now they ought of right and of jus.
rants and her invaders. tice tu themselves, 10 have this tax of labor

minigiry, as he set them so bad an exam- |redress of grievances.

And who ean|of internal improvenents in one State and

not in others; and laying a lax o benefit

monry are taken away without his conseut, |one or two States, and aggrandize them on

the vxpense or labor of others. This was

given to another to rivt in luxury and de |the gall in Isruel to the ten tribes; and rai-

<ed their mood not 10 be allayed without
So | tell the Gene-
ral Goverument, with all the candor O_f a
free citizen, that ihe system of internal im-
proven.ent. either to be put in practice by
a State or the Uniied Siwes, is anq cannot
help heing in auy shape that the WISJOE-I of
‘all your hrads con pi it, any other thing
than a system of oppression on the many
to agurandize the few.  This is my logic.
And that you have no right 10 expend the
money or labor of one Siate o thie sdvang«
tage of anather; if you do, ie heart of the
Ameri-aus will rebel, as did 1he ten tribes;
for they were consefogs it was wrong, and
o am I, and } 1hink you must be slso.
{remainder nexl week.)

JOSHUA LAWKENCE.

{7 Gov Revnolds, of Missour:, has
offercd a reward of $600 for the apprehen-

.ionof Orrin Porter Rockmeli, charged
with the crime of feloniously shooting Lil-
iment to kill

h W~ Begus, with the 4 K
:-:il:un- and of .ﬁ’ smith, clarged with being
rc{'e;:-nr\ before the fact ;o lhg::l:fem
i kwell; or $300 for either ol the
Laﬁld Roe i Ricleigh Stan.
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