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FAREECE.

YOUTHFUL ASPIRATIONS.
By _‘frm.-.,rmnr'ry.
Higher, will we elimh,
1_‘r1 “he moant of g]f‘l"\‘.
Tht our name may live through time,
In our country’s story; '
Happy when her welfire calls,
He who congaers, he who falls.

DNeeper, deeper let us togl
In the mines of knowledge.
Nature’s wealth, and learning’s spoil,
Win from sebool and college:
Delve we there Tor richer gems
Fhan deck royal diadems,

Onward, onward mav we press
Throngh the pith of duty;
Virtue is true happiness,
Exeellence, trae brauty:
Minds are of celestial buih,
Make we then a heaven of earth.

Closer, closer, l¢t us knil
Hearts and hands together;
Wiere our fire-side comloris sit
In the wildes! weather:
Oh. they wander wile, who roam
For the joys of lile from home.

Nearer, dearer bands of lové
Draw our souls in union,
To our Father's house above,

To the sants’ communion;
Thither every hope ascend,
There may all onr lahors end

From the Primitive Baptist.

BIOGRAPHY OF
ELDER JOSHUA LAWRENCE.

The language of ohitnary is 100 ofien
that of empty panegyric, or namerited en-
lng_\‘; but all who kpnew the snb_gs.‘.vl of 1he
following sketch, will aceord in the senti-
ment, that he was no rommon man: and
we regrel, that our limits and ability forhid

our rdoing justice to the memory of one who

occupied so prominent a plam- among man-
kind; but as he was known (hy characier,
il not per=onally,) hy all to whom these
presents shall come. a bingrophy of unusual
length anight seem superfluous and uncalled
lor.

According 10 information whieh may he
relied an, .l-gi!m:l Lawrence was born the
Ihh day of September. 1778, on Deep
Creek. in Edgecomhe connty, N. O, of re
spectabile parents.  [is father’s name was
JoYin. wha married Absitla Bell, hy whom
he had several childien, none of whom
were ever distinguished Tor any thing re-
markahle, save the individusl whose lile
and death are herein reeorded Toshua
whilst a lad was discoverad to be shrewd,
witty, and gave early presages of great
powers of intelleet and diversified talents
As soun as he was able to handle tools, he
commeneced making various kinds of wood
ware, &e for sale, and in process of time
became a very ingenions mechanie without
insiruction.  His father sent hun 1o sehosl
only a very short time, o that hee learned
Lo read and write hay imperfectly: his fa
ther dying soon afier he commenced going
to school. left no one who could control
him, and instead of profitting hy his advan-
lages, he gave a loose rein o all the evil
propensities of his nature.

At about 17 years of age, he (with an
ol negro woman) <gitled on a plantation
which his father gave hin, on which he
lived till the day of his death. He lived
I the woods a year or two, with little o
o pathway to his house: in which time
Jouse hisown language) he became almost
teomplete wild man. Drinking, ganibling,
and debauchery composed a portion of th
catplogue of many ol his wicked practices;
suffice it however to say, that he was the
ringleader in all 1he vice and immoraliny
i the vicinity in which his lot was easi;
bt _amwiv all his [l!‘uﬂ']{-ll‘)'o he possss
dspirnt ol industry which kept him oul ol
Tlhe very depths of poverty and degrada

lon,

Atan early age he married Mary Knight,

Soon aflter he married he commenced clesr-
(g and enlivating his land. and selling
[pork and eorn; and ar his death left a com-

lpulem'\.' fur his widew and children, which

{1odus'ry and frugality had placed in his pos-
S'sslon.

His convirtion for sin (as <tated by him.

(der, and feeling confident that division | heard several times to say, that he had not
| must ultimately ensue, he raised the stand- | witnessed sueh a revival (as the one just
|ard ol apposition to the society called Mis-|named) in thirty years, and which he had
“Iun:urv Baptists and all its concomiiantsy| long prayed 1o sce before he should go
{and to the day of his death the unconquers- hence,

| ble purpose of his soul was 10 oppose and|  I'he disrase which closed his days, and
condemn every principte, which mught in]| with which te had long been sfificied, was|

building of God. a house not maule with
hands cterval in the  eavens: where with
the cong-esated millions of happy  spirits
he may hvmn the praise of his Redeemer
ina stegin F-“-‘])--Il‘i\fc 1o the woprds whirh
he has so often repested with animalion —
Warthy is the Lamh that was slain, and

any wise be caleulated to reduce the gospel, |

seil) rook place while he wasin his tenth | or represent the work of regeneration to be

- | vears and under the reign of sovereign and | no mor: than what may be effected by hu-

il conquering grace, he suflered the most| man effurt.

howel consumption: by which he was con- ha'h washed u< in hix blood, and made u8
fined 10 his bed three or four months, and kings and priests anto God, and we shall
trequently suffered the mast exeruciating reign wi h him forever and ev. v He de-

Longer advertise- |

pa gent conviction, indulging ot the same
time 1o all the sinful practiecs which are
[ enaracteristic alone of the most abandone:d
|sinner.  Eudeavoring for sone time by
all the means which he possessed 1o rid
himsell of the disteess of mund which Le
was under, produced by the woeight and
burden of sin and a gailly couscience, and
finding no relief from what hix own effors
could accomplish, ke gave up all depén.
lence in an arm of fleh, and went to the
Lord Jesus Christ poor and naked as he

clothe him with that righteousness whieh
alone can shield the soul from the wrath of
v sin-avenging Gody and which is alone

th'.
Here the Liorl who worketh all things

him from the lear ol hell and weath to
come, by applying to his conscienve the
following wordg: «F.ecly ye have receiv
ed, frecly give.” Hee his praver was
tarned imo praise amd thaoksgiving, his
weeping into rejuicing, his hell o hea-
veus; and feeling hmsell ecalled to the work
ot the mimsiry, he
tlesh and blood, but lorthwits preached Je-
sus as the wav, the truth, and the Life o
the sinner’s salvavion,  He jned the Bap-
tist church at Fistung Creck, (now |saw-
|rence’s meeting house.) and was bhaphiz
| by Elder Nathan Gilbert. He was ordan
led at tins !}131‘(# by Elders Burkitt and
Read, and became the sucees<or of Elder
Giibert, who was at the time ol his urdina
| tion Lthe pastor of the ehurch al the Falls ol
[ Tar River. In the course ol a yearor two
a glorious revival commenced at the Falls
of lar River, under Elder Lawrence’s
minisiry, and he baptized at one time 22
persuns, mu:ally young men and ladhes;
and within lwo years upwards of 100 were
added 10 1he church by baptism.

He commenced preaching when aboul
23 years old, and was unusuvally awkward,
and  havi g very litle education
[scarcely rewd without spelling his words as
he went: but pessessing gilis both pataral
and spirvual of the higuest order, he soun
reached a disiinetion m the ministry seldom
su!;l.:.-wcri. And 50 gresl il limes was lhe ex-
ercise of his mind, that he has been often
kuown while ,niv!") o give ot
sing and pray. and then preach a lengthy

|

coulerred wot wiih

a hymn,

sermon, without having any koowledge of|

it himsell.  He pussessed a very retentive
memuory, and by elose application obiained
a prolound knowledge of the holy serip-
tures and chureh hisiory.  The docivine
of uncondimional election and eternal pre
destination, was his theme and his song;
and exhinited by him o a manner
which seldom lfaded 1o chiin the attention
ol his audirnce He was never more at
home than when in the puipt, and whitev-
er he atiempted 10 prove trom the word of
Guod he seldom failed to do, and thal 100 in
a most satisfactory manner, having (~eem
ingly) always al command all the scripture
for which he hud any use.  He wasa gieal

Was

natural orator, and pussessed a very plea- |

sant voice and a greal flow ol words; and
su commanding was his general appear-
ance, that he seidom failed 1o aniriet the ar-
tention ol all who 8aw ur heard him.  And
we hasve never seen the man  wnose ap
pointments lur preachiig eould call 1ogetn-
er as large and respretuble assemblages as
could those of Joshua Lawieiece, even
his immediate viciuity

He had the pastoral charge of divers
'churches, during a long lile ol uscfuluess iy
a preacher of the gospel; by all of which
his ministry was highly approved.  In pri
|varte conversation he was remarkably en-
tertaining and msiraelive 1o young and old,
[religious and wrchigious, He never trav
lelied much while officisting in his ministe-
[rial capacily, but was very usclul among
'the churches of which he had the pasioral
leharge, as also throughout the Kehukee
Association, as he had the courage ar first
sight 1o expose error wherever and when
ever he deteered it.

In 1803, the church of which he was a
member sent him asa delegaie to the Asso
ciation, which was held with the church a
Lwg Chapel, in Martin county, where the
first missionary step was taken within the
pounds of the Kehukee Assoviation; which
was svon succeeded by a spirit of reserve,
(istrust, and jeslousy, and ultinately by
disunton.  And mnstead of that |13I’lllun_\,'_
unton, und brotherly love, whieh is so well
calculsted to adorn the church of Christ,
angry dehate, sirife and contention became
the distunguishing characteristies of chur
ches, neighborhoods, and fumily circles,
within the bounds of our Association.

lound himsell 1o be, and bezged hun ltl::mirtml Lo, of ht'ggmg the publlc for their| and saud likewise. the Lsord resyealed him-

given 10 and put upon all them that be-|

pn. For a week or 1wo alier his last
confinement, he scemedd restless and unea

sy; but being vigited by a great number of
s brethren. (hoth ministers and liy mem-
hers.) lus last davg we e cheered by the
prosence of thase whose company he had |

| Or the many pieces which Elder Law-
jrence wrote, we shall anly notice here, a
prece purporting to be a Declaration ol the
Reformed Bupusts in North Carolina, d -
ted 261h of Angust, 1826 which was laud
betore the churches composing the Kehu- | long delighed 1o,

kue Assaciation lor their deliberstion. Af-|  Being visit« a short vime previous 1o
[ter calmly in\-esu,;ming the subjeet for 12 his death by the writer of this memoir,
months, a large majority of the churches| (wha loved him as a veighbor, friend, and
disearded the M issionary Socicties, Bible| brother) on entering the deciased burst in
and I'ract Societies, Theologieal Semina-| 10 tears and did not speak in some Lime; al

{ries, &c &e. and the practice by them re- | lengih he remarked, 1 am glad 10 see you, |

sapport.  And while men of learning and |3:1F 10 me in such a speeial manner the
Lalenis were in various directions asing all | night past. that I have not seen a moment
their influence 10 promote the cause ol the!suee when | was unwilling to die; for.
anove named institatons, and many emi- Bad hey | have notaing to do but 1o die, to
acnt servants of God seemed (for a season)  get out of the storm,  He was then askeid,

to stand in Mute astomshment at the appa- 10 tell in what manner his minid was reliev-

atter the cotrnsd of his own will, deidvered s rently fearful odds against them, Jusiua|ed of the distress which for a few days he

He said;, that les
for a season,

[ Lsiwrence commenced a saccessiul oppos umler

|
]Ilnml lahoured
ton Lo the aforementioned schemes énd do- |

mind had been so becloaded

partel thi< life the 23¢d dav of January,
1543 aged 65 vears 4 month« and 13 daya.

Laborions in his master’s canse,

His view, nor lnere nor applause;

Wiltiog 1o spemd and 10 be spent,

He ae’er for filthy lucre went,

Bt all his labors now are o’er,

ud we shall hear his voiee no more;
His du=t livs sileat in the tomh,
For God has'eall’ | his servant home.

Ilis funeral sermon was preached (pre-
vious 10 interment) by Elder James Os-

{bourn. of Bal.imore, in a very feeling and

approptiate manner, to a large a~s»~mbly
for so short a notice, lrom the 103rd
Psalm, and 15th, 16 h. and 171h verses:
As Fur man, his days are a8 grass: asa flow-
er of the fielld, so he fourisheth: for the
wind passeth over it and i1 is gone. and the
place thereof shall know it no more. But
the merey of the Lord i« from everlasting
1o everlasting upon them thot fear him., and
s righteonsiess unto children’s children.
Elder Hy man then attempted in conalusion

vices, soluary and alone, with the excep
ion of Elder William Hyman, the only
miuister ol the gospel who expressed a wil
lugness to stand or full by him.  Backed
by this yvoke fellow in the gospel, and arm-
eid with the word of God, unseduced by the
thirst for gain or popular applavse, unterr
tied by the threats and menaces of a nume

that he could not see lus way elear bhe d
|1u|c him when he reflected that lor
lurty years he had been a professor of re-
ligron, and for the sy.oe lenglth of time had
likewise professed 1o be a preacher ol the
gospel, he shuddered ot the mere though
of heing at last deecerwved.  Butl, sad he

1 make a lew remarks respeeting his past
intfimaery with the deceased, but was so
completely unmanned, that he could not
proe wd.  Having  long  been  voke-
fellows in the gospel. and having spent
many davs of hunger, heat and cold to-
gether, their hearis had beecome knit to-

:llnl

could |

the Lord spphed to my miod e sceh o
| manner as 1o dispel all doubt= and difficul-
[tivs, the following passages of seriptuie:
[eral separation ook place between the dis-[ | will put my laws it their minds, and
cordant parties, and a spirit of harmo. [ write them in thewr hearts; and | will be Lo
ny was soon discovered among those them a God, and thev shall he to me a peo-
(churches which continued steadfastly in|ple—According ss ne hath chosen us (n
{the aposiles’ doctrine; and the white flug’ him before the foundation UE the world,
ol gospel peace once more waved in sol | that we should be holy ;m_ul without hlame
emn grandeur over Kehukee soil. He con-| before him in love—Having predestinated
tinued to oppose the moneyed (1eligious) us unto the adoption of children by Jesus
in-titutions of his day; both [rom the pul- Christ to himself, according to the good
| it and the press, by which means he be- pleasure of his will-=To the praise of the
came Lhe object ol vituperation, abuse, and glory of his grace, wherein he hath made us
‘calumny, lor all who favored the schemes accepted in the beloved—In whom we
‘nml devices of those whose object it wasto have redemption through his blood, the
live and prosper upon the sweat of the furgiveness of sins according o the riches
brow of ethers. of his grace—In whom also we have obtain-
We want no betrer evidence of the reck- ed an nheritance, being predestinated ac
less and exterminating fury with which his cording to the purpose ol him who work-
enemies attempled to trample him down, 'all things afier the counsel o‘l hisown will.
than the many defamatory reports und that we should be to the pratse u'i' his gl-.-l"\'
printed publications, which were indusiri- who first trusted in Chris'. .-\!:e.r wiich
vusly cireulated against him through mauy he continued 10 1alk and preach tll he was
porions of the United States, together eompletely exhausied  He sod that
with the many anonymous communica- felt more fully established in the belief ol
tious sent him through the maily in some of 1he doetrine which he had preached dusing
which his life was even threatened.  But the whole course ol his munstry, than ever
this we do not believe was done with any at any time beforet and his only regre
view whatever of being cariied into effect. now was, that he had not wavelled and
but (il possible) to deter him from a courSe preached more than he had.
detrimental  to their fondest hopes. Being now ready to be offered vp. and
However much his mind may have been seemng that the tme of his departure wos al
harrassed and embittered by the frequent hand, he evinced great couccrn for the
attempts of his persecutors to annoy him, peace and harnony ol the churches wihich
still e enteriained for the rights of man, he was about 10 lcave betrad  him, and
the Ireedom of conscience, and the doe- | when vi<ited by ns brethren in the minis-
trine of the Bible, an enthusiasiie devo- 1ry, most ol hus time woulll be consumed
tion, which age could not cool nor persceu- in conversing upon the truths of the doe-
{tion appal; and he brought to their support trine which he had presched, and which
an amount of talenis by no meaus common, ' had sustained him through lite, and  was
and an high, unbending, adamantine cour now hisonly hope in the prospeet ofdleaths
age, still less common. and warned them of the danger he thoughi
BBut alt his pains and his labors are over, he saw ol the churches Bewng tora and real
and he 15 now beyond the reach of malice asunder after his deceas and tr;lln-:d‘|‘\
or [riendships he can no longer be harrass- entreated them to continue to contend o
led by the one or consoled by the other. the lsith wiich was once delivered 1o the
| The spirit bas passed to its long sought saints.  And continued to tesify, even
rest, 1o that bourne from which uo travel- with tus latest breatny thar the travh ot the
|Ier haih ever yet returned; and the great gospel, the fuith ol God's eleet, was near
secrets ol immortality, however dark 10 us and dear to tim to the lust.
| are solved 10 him. He spenta long life of |
uselulness amidst tribulation, toil and dis |
'tress, and suffered during a great portion of |
his lile greater bodily afiflicuon than mos
of the human family ever fall heir to.  His
health for several years immediately pre-
ceding his death, was such as to formd his
leaving home for many days and nights to-
gether, without doing himsell great injus
tices and he was often seen, while excici
sing in his mnisterial capacity both in the
pulpit, and a1 the water’s side (whilst he
was performing the ceremony ol baptism,)

rous host of enemies, this man of God re
[mained steady to his purpose. Soon a gen-

he

40

The gospel was his joy and song,
KEven 1o his latest breath;

The truth he had proclaimed so long,
Was his support in death

Now he resides where Jesus is,
Above this dusky sphere;

His soul wus rlpvm-d for that hligs,
While yet hesojourned here,

The chureh’s loss we all deplore,
And shed the falling tears

Sinee we shall see his fiee no more,
Till Jesus shall appear.

grther a8 were those of Jonathan and David
nfold, making as it were, only one soul
H:s body was then fullowed by neighbors;
[ leads, andd family and eonnexions, whose
weepl g and lamentation bore testimony o
the high esteem in which they held him,)
fo its last resting place; which had been
selected by himsell, to fulfil those solemn
words in holy writ: Dust thou art, and un=
to dust thou shalt return.
0, happy sounl! who safely pass’d
Thy weary warfare here}
Arrivéd at Jesus feet at last,
And ended all thy cares
No more shall sickness hreak thy rest,
Nor pain create thy smart;
No more shall doubts disturb thy breast;
Nor sin afftict thine heart.
No more the world on thee shall frown,
No lonzer satan roar;
Thy man of sin 1s broken down,
And shall torment no more.
Adieu, vain world! the spirit erira,
My tears are wiped away;
For Jesus fills my cup with joys,
And fills it every day,
A taste of love we get helow,
To cheera pilgrim®s face;
Buot every saint must die, to know
The feast of heavenly grace,
Delightful eoncord always reigna,
In Jesus' courls ahoves;
There hy s aie sung in rapturous strdins,
With eceaseless joys of loves
Execuiion af a Christian at Constanti-
nople
Constantinople, ving 23, 1843,
A short diftance from where | am now
writing s the headless tronk of a man
who has _i!ls' hecn I.'a[‘.f"-ii]ilﬂll‘ll for no other
erime thn that of professing the faith of
nvarly the whole ol Europe.  He was an
\rmenian by birheand after arrlving at
the age of manhood, in an evil hour, un-
der the influrnee df oo much s rong drink,

Las b 1s said, he renounced his religion and
| beecame o Musselman.

He had no sonner reenvered possession
of hg mind than he gaw the madoess ol the
step hie hadl taken, and embracing the first
oppormnity he fed 10 Grecee.  How long
he remanel there | do not know; buat, as-
auming the Kuropean dress he 1eurned to
thig eity, where hi was soon recognized,
and thiywn indo prison. [']Va-ry vifort wasd
made byYh edsand promiscs to induce him
1o retura to the faith of the false prophet, but
in vain.  He was un several diff rent oced-
xious, led oul in chaing 1o different parts of
the vitv, lor execution, and with the
sword of the executioner drawn ovef hid
tesl, he wos required 1o renounce forever

the Chirstian religion, & believe in Mahdom-

After all hope of hix recovery was lost, [ eds bt e resoimtely persisted in declar-

when his emaciated appearance was sufli-
cient to exeite the sympathy and compas
sion of all who saw him. He continucd
to aitend the church at larborough reguiar-
ly till he was confined to his death bed;
having a son living within a lew yards o
the meeting house, he could rest with him
before and after preaching, which afforded
him great relief.

He closed his ddays amidst a revival of
religion at this place, during which Lime
27 persons were added to the church by
sapli-m, which greatly revived his droop-
ing spirits, and those also of the Bsaints
around him, whose harps had been long
hung vpon the willows. In the com.
mencement of his lust sermons he was com-

he 10ld hig son (w[.u was his prineipal |Jh_\ - | g that he wu-uf;nl.\ tu e rather than Je-
_-:|ci;|n,] that he was I’t:ull}‘—--wiljllﬂg iu]r.l'l-}' Chirist.

wiliing 10 go.  He seemed for a day or| Ou each coeasion he was remdnded to
two alter this, to pay no atiention Lo any  prison. ;Im‘] some say 1hit torture was thetre
thing ssid to him, or what was passing used to effcer what the 1threm of instant
around him, ull the Saturday  morning desth I'o day, however, the
which preeeded his death on Monday; he victim ol Manommedan fanaticism r'e_r(-ired
then (umrxlpcll'-ﬂy) opened his eyes, anil the etown vl maryrd m, e th mitlst of
remarked how beautiful every thing look-|one of the most Liequented steeets of the
ed without; and said also, that he thought ey, And. as [ with the express inten-
ne was a little bener He grew worse tnon of throwing all pu:-\-l!ﬂc mrhgnity upion
however, on the evening of 1hat day; the name of Christian, and ou the Christian
whan it becamevery apparent to his [rien's governn ents ul the worlid; he was pgecuted
and family, that the vital spark must soon 0 tus Eoropoan dress, and after decapitas
forever q“.il his mortal frame.  He réemain- tibn. 1V e head, with a Frank Cap Up OB it
ed perfectly nsensible and  speechisss, was placed between the legs y
(except lor a very short interval,) nll the| Itisa p‘-lhirli‘.bll!li niost outrageous insult
Monday following; when at just 45 min- upon all Christian pations. Every Euro-

covld not.

pelled to rest his feeble frame on the pul-

After long viewing in silence the dis-

utes after 2 o’clock in the evening, all that 'pean heré feels the indignmity, but yet no one

pit for support, but lowards the conelusion | sas immortal of that greal man lelt its Lgy- | eeins kuow what the proper remedy.
= it s e el 5




