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By John W. Templt^jn
Staff Writer

On the stage of the DeMille Theatre at the North
Carolina School of the Arts, the Beverly Allen Dancers
whirled and spun their way through a compter-,folk

.7 .~T~ri 1-/| -j..- --Inthe audience, msteaooTr?^
listening, there was loud whooping and clapping.
The departure from the normal audience behavior

reflected the synthesis which took place at the School ol
the Arts last Saturday during the first ever black dance
symposium, sponsored by the city recreation department,Urban Arts and the North Carolina Cultural Arts
Coalition.
Merged during the" dav-long symposium were the zest

of more than 50 black teens for dancing*and the arduous
discipline and skill required of serious dance aspirants.
Organizers of the symposium were quite pleased with

the result.
"The majority of the people here were between the

ages of eight and 18." said Dorothy Graham-Wheeler,
director of Urban Arts. "I'm very pleased with that
because if we can get these young people interested in

"*

11* ..llZ.

Staff photo by Templeto
Velia Renee Lockett, a dancer with the Alvin Ailc
Dancers of New York, demonstrates a dance exercti
during a workshop at the black dance symposium hel
last weekend at the N.C. School of the Arts.
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>ed to Serious
professional dance, we'll really have something here."
The 50 youths, mostly from Winston-Salem, and two

dozen older dancers from around the state attended
workshops on public relations, funding and dance

' training during the morning.
Velia Lockett. a member of the Alvin Ailey Dance

Troupe of New York, gave an~afternoon workshop on

, , and then-^ondnrteilrA AjgQtQUS Landar^^i^tr^mn^ses^SS1^???^^ resu It

groans and popping muscles, then, amazement among
r the participants that their bodies could perform such

feats.
Rat Funderburk, chairman of the Cultural Arts

Coalition, said the symposium participants included
4 4some groups and individuals who have the potential of
becoming professional."
44What we've tried to do is to show them what was

i

available irrthe^state of North-Carolina in the way of
l -funds and other resources," she said.

Amatullah Saleem, dance specialist with the city
. recreation department, said the biggest impact of the
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symposium would be in developing confidence. "We*
have to continue to expose our youth to develop self
esteem that these kinds of activities bring about.,!*
She said the results of their day of advanced training
would be evident in weeks to come to their dance
instructors. .

w

Mrs. Graham-Wheeler said Urban Arts will continue to

h^ibian the foundation laid by the symposium. She said

"Don't Bother Me, 1 Can't Cope" last summer, will be
rptiirnin n tr\ \A/ «nctr\n.Coln » »««!»*̂.
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give classes and workshops. . t

The symposium ended with a live performance on the
DeMille stage. Lockette brought it to a spectacular
close with a modern jazz piece. Prior to- herperformance,the acts included blues dance by Sandy
Robertson of Statesville, jazz-rock dance by the AYD
Dancers of Greensboro, African dance by Milolicent
TreematTTTf-ltarigtgh-ft^ rianre bv the Beverly Aller
Dancers of Greensboro.
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they call for plenty of ice-cold Pepsn6dUMBtifrP&tff*fe aren't just sports fens in the
b stadium They're kids in Pepsi-Cola's Youth
Sports Program . learning sports skills today

they can use for a lifetime. \
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