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Consumer Tips i

Christmas I
i

Whoever said, "Christ-
mas is for kids" had a good
point. Every year at this
time, loving parents, grand
-parents and friends buy
toys for children, from toddlersto teenagers. It is
easy to be dazzled by the
array of toys available;
.however, the Better BusinessBureau advises shoppersto make sure the toy
purchased is safe as well as

suitable for." the child's
II i. OHJW .

Read the Label

chase, it is a good idea to
read the label for informationon construction and
usage. Parents interested
in buying painted toys for
young children should look
for those labeled "non-toxic".Similarly, some toys
made out of fabric prodductsmight catch fireaccidentally;be sure to look
for the words "flame-resistant"on the label.
Check, too, to see is an

age recommendation is provided_onthe label. Toys
intended for older children
may be too complex and
potentially dangerous for
younger children.

Safety Is Important
4

Along with reading the
label, be sure to be aware

of the following:
;. Sharp edges: Tiny toys or

toys with small removables
Mparts can be swallowed or

become lodged in a child's
windpipe, ears or nose.

Remember, too^that a cute
squeaky toy may prove
dangerous if the squeak
mechanism can be removed
and swallowed by a young
L ' I Jciinu.

SharpTpoints: _Toys which
have pins or staples can

^puncture easily an unsuspectingchild. Even that
cuddly stuffed animal may
have barbed eyes or wired
limbs which have a potentialto cut, scratch, or

stab.
Loud noises: Toy caps and
some noise-making guns or

=other=^toys cafl produce^
sounds at noise levels that
may damage a child's hearing.Be sure to look for the
label required by law on

boxes of caps producing
noises above a certain lev-
el: "Warning-Do not fire
closer than 1 foot to the ear.

Do not use indoors.".
Propelled objects: Missilesand similar flying toys

are potentially dangerous
as they could injure a

child's eyes. Arrows or

darts used by children
should have soft cork tips,
rubber suction cups or otherprotective tips in order to

prevent injury.

Special Hps for
Electric Toys

Those buying electric toys
for children this year
should take special precautions,keeping in mind that
even the safest electrical
toy can cause injury. Be
sure that the electrical toy
is intended for a child old
enough to play with it
safely.
Electrical toys are requiredby law to come with

instruction booklets. The
booklet tells how to operate
the toy and points out

clearly the dangers involved.Be sure to read it
carefully, and then read it
with the child. Point out

.-.:. i_i i_
ttny warning laucia un

toy, explain why they are

there and how they toy
should be used. It is a good
idea to use the toy a few
times with the child to
make sure he or sheunderstandsits use.

Always supervise the child
when the toy is in use. And
be sure the plug of any
electrical toy fits snugly
into the wall outlet or

extension cord.
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The Perfect Gift... A Gift of Food...

GIFT CERTIFICATES I
QUICK-EASY appreciated by everyone... "
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