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When the Napper sisters were growing up, their
father, the traveling Rev. Warren J. Napper, took
his daughters to church with him everywhere he
went.

church pews, frowned or played 'possum, Rev.
.Napper would call on his daughters to sing a selectionfor the congregation as he sat almost impatientlyat the piano waiting for them to take their
places.
Now it*s some 25 years later and Constance Napper,the group's manager who's considered the

stronghold of the six-member singing clan, says
there's only one sure thing that would put an end to
"the Napper Singers.

"Until 1 die," says Constance. "Until 1 die
they'll be together."
Of the Napper family's 11 children, six are girls.

Constance, Carolyn Napper (the assistant
manager), Belinda Napper Daniels, Wynette NapperWilson (the youngest of the sisters), and Berlene
Napper Smith (the oldest of the group) say they've
sung in and around Winston-Salem for most of
their lives.
"We've been singing ever since we've been able

to talk," says Belinda. Twelve-year-old Calvin
Napper, Carolyn's son, is the group's drummer.
"He's been beating the drums since he was nine
months old," says Carolyn." "He was playing with
spoons and forks then."

Their album, "We Are On The Lord's Side,"
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ie Lord's side'
was released a little over two months ago and is
their second recording attempt. Five years ago, the
sisters recorded an album in Charlotte with the
Brooklyn All-Stars, a popular quartet-type gospel
singing group as their musicians. The album went
on the charts, says Belinda, but they never heard it
or saw it.

on gospel radio station WSMX-AM.
This time, getting their brand of traditional

gospel harmony out on the airwaves wasn't as

disheartening, but there have been problems.
When the Nappers toured in the Chicago area a

couple of weeks ago with Shirley Adams and the

"We were being used and this is why we
didn't let anybody help us with this album
this time, because there are a lot of
swindlers out there. "

-- Belinda Napper.
Adams Singers, the "Horseman," a popular gospel
radio disc jockey from station WLAC-AM, met
with the sisters and Belinda says that's when they
found out there was a master copy'of the album.
"We just got our master copy," says Belinda.

"The man at Granite City Studios tried to keep it.
We had to go through some changes to get it and
he's rtill got our master plate."
With the master copy or plate, material and

music can be reproduced and distributed for sale at
black market prices, leaving the artist with no

royalties.
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Thomas J. Elijah Jr., president
of the Winston-Salem Urban
League, will be the guest speaker
at the "12:10" Luncheon, sponsoredby the Downtown Church
Center on Friday, Aug. 31 at
Mountcastle Fori^m in Winston

The luncheon, which begins at
12:10 p.m. and ends at 12:50
p.m., is sponsored by member
churches of the Downtown
Church Center and WSJS Radio.

It is open to the public. The

The program is one of a series
about topics of community inElijah

has been president of the
Urban League for the past seven

years. Before coming to WinstonSalem,he was with the New York
Urban League as director of the
Queens Borough for ten years.
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The Napper Singers have learned that even in th
trusted (photo by James Parker).

Although they're still learning about the recordingbusiness, the Nappers say now they realize it
was a lack of experience and first-hand knowledge
of the recording industry that left them holding an

empty bag five years ago.
"We had gone in the studios and recorded the

album," says Belinda, the sister who keeps
everyone smiling. "It hit the charts, but we never
heard it. We never knew what happened to it."

So now, the Nappers act as their own
distributors.

aks to group ^H|
Prior to that, he was a housing
consultant for the real estate M^3
company of Braislen, Porter and
Wheelock of New York City. V

Elijah is a graduate of Central ^-T"
State University in Wilberforce, jHB
Ohio, and is a certified real estate mKpK
manager, a licensed real estate
broker and a housing developmentspecialist.

His topic will be "The Business
Community and Jobs in A
Winston-Salem." HlilHiii
Member churches of the Thoma:

Downtown Church Center are

Augsburg Lutheran, Calvary ^VTlHlOi)Moravian, Centenary United IIUIV-cl
Methodist, Christ Moravian,
First Presbyterian, First Baptist, 4 41 n spirat i 01
Green Street United Methodist, America" is a t
Home Moravian, St. Paul's radio program t

Episcopal and Winston Friends aired in more

Meeting.markets across th

evieveBrown dies in
Maxinne Bou

Addison Avenue passed Friday friends.
Carolina Baptist Hospital. Mrs. Arrangemei
S.C., having lived here for the Russell's "Dei
of the Goler Memorial A.M.E. Joe Roy Tatu
ber of the Stewardess Board and Joe Roy T;
ort Leaf Tobacco Company. N.C. died Tu<
son, Jerry Brown of the home; past two year?

ifaql;.tfaas-Qt^ opc.: of his life;
wberry S.C.; two sisters, Mrs: TatumWas
». Mattie Harmon of Newberry, ly whom he ha
and friends. St. Andrews I
d on Wednesday afternoon at Surviving ai
Memorial A.M.E Zion Church, son, Joe Roy '

iffifiatArl Int#»rm#»nt ir»~c r...
A IVIUWU . IIUVI tllVlll I V/I1VTT VU 111 I aiUm UI l3lU

:emetery. Va., Mrs. Vii
U Funeral Directors, "Dedicated Agnew all of

Tatum all of J
Charles Tatun

Funeral Ser
Jelews Street passed at an early United Methc

at her home following an ex- ^Jpf^rment foil
berts was a native and lifelong

^

Forsyth Fui
duate of the Columbian Height
he Slater State Normal School James Worth
University. She was a musician James Woi

it the direction of the late Prof. Brideport, Co
T. Diggs. She was a member of native of Tob
here she served as a member of proximately 4
pianist of the Gospel Choir. She StaIpv a Hanc

.. . c

:izen Group, a member of the great-grandch
; Concerned Women for Justice. Salem, Mrs.
m Choral Group. Greenwood o
r husband, Mason W. Roberts, Funeral Ser
ack Ray Roberts of Riverside Funeral Homi
ts, Jr., of Kileen Texas; three ihe family
lolm of this city, Mrs. Ruth R. Wr. R.B. Sea
Margaret Pitts of the home; two This is-a co
anders of Chicago, III. and Mrs.

f

If

Chronicle, Thursday, August 30, 1984-Page B7

A

Im
Sj*B X"

lm MEL WmffM
^^K&Ok \^B JrW^1> jR,

W F<^B

e gospel music industry, some people can't be

The thought of someone claiming an exclusive
copyright to the album has occiAred to the sisters.
Constance took care of all the legalities involving
the most recent album, she says, completing the
proper paper work to make sure the material is not

reproduced without the Napper name.
"We were being used," says Belinda, "and this is

why we didn't let anybody help us with this album
this time, because there are a lot ot swindlers- out

there. ^

Please see page B8
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