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Big Apple Profile

Ex-pro quarterback lands in Big Apple

By KENNETH RAYMOND
Chronicle Sports Writer

Ellsworth Turner, a former professional quarter-
back, is getting his kicks this summer playing in the
Big Apple Basketball League.

But it wasn’t too long ago that Turner was a free
agent quarterback with the Baltimore Colts, after
playing for the Carolina Storm-of the American
-Football Association and the San Antonio Gunsl-
ingers of the United States Football League.

Turner, who was fifth in the NCAA in' passing

when @ Sefiior at North Carolina AT i 1977 &na™
twice MEAC Player of the Year, is now spending a -
portion of his spare time playing for the Big Apple
League’s Bucks each Saturday. '

“‘One of the guys on the team told me about the
league and what was going on and I decided to get
involved,”’ Turner said.

A swingman, Turner is a fearless driver who also
possesses a soft touch from the outside.

Turner had a nice touch with a football, too. He
set six career passing records at A&T, five season
records and two single-game records. Most of those

still stand, though one fell Tast fall when current Ag-
gie phenom Alan Hooker broke his single-game
mark for touchdown passes. The record had stood
for nine years.

““I think Hooker’s a great athlete,’” Turner said.
‘““He’s tough and I think he has a great chance of
making it to the pros.”’

While some Big Apple fans have been wondering
just exactly who Turner is, he actually is no stranger
to basketball. While attending Gaithersburg, Md.,
High School, Turner had the option of playing
either football or basketball in college. He decided
to play football because he believes that there are a

. few too many basketball players in the world
‘already.

“I choose football because everybody’s a basket-
ball player,” Turner said. ‘““There are very few pure
football players out there, but basketball players
are a dime a dozen.”

Turner had his heart set on playing in a black col-
lege all-star game with hopes of being seen by a pro
scout. But the game was canceled. '

““I was really looking forward to it,”’ Turner said.
““I thought it would lead to something.”’

So, after graduating from A&T, Turner became a
free agent and signed with the Colts (now the In-
dianapolis Colts). He played with them throughout
the exhibition season but was cut.

He then went to Charlotte and tried out for the
AFA'’s Carolina Chargers, who changed their name
to the Carolina Storm after his first year. Turner led
the Storm to the AFA championship in 1982 against
the Shreveport Steamers, throwing for five
touchdowns and 460 yards. The team finished the
season 13-0. During his time with the Storm, Turner
passed for 3,000 yards and 38 touchdowns.

Then came Turner’s chance for a USFL career.
He received a call from Roger Gill, who was com-
missioner of the AFA. Gill was leaving the league to

- me general manager of the San Antonio Gunsl-
/ ingers in the USFL and invited Turner to come
along.

*“I decided to leave the AFA because the money
in the USFL was better and the AFA was a semi-pro
league,”” Turner said. “‘I knew that I was capable of
playing professionally, so I signed with the Gunsl-
ingers.” :

After playing with them for a year, however,
Turner decided to retire and begin his family.
Turner said he has no regrets about not playing
football anymore, but he’s glad he had the oppor-
tunity.

Going For
The Bull’'s Eye

Eugene Eastland, at left, cuts loose on a long
jump shot for the Bulls in Big Apple League
action from last Saturday; teammate Richard
Daniels goes for a finger roll against Otha
Rucker of the C.J. Jocks, who managed an
83-86 victory to start the second half of the
season (photos by James Parker).

STANDINGS

‘It was a great experience for me,’’ Turner said.
““I don’t miss it and I'm content with what I’'m do-
ing and how I spend my time now.”’

That includes spending time playing a little
serious ball at Hanes Hosiery on Saturdays.
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John Robinson would like .
to announce that 5.9% and 6.9%
have been extended!

Come in now and take advantage
of the savings!

Beat the Heat

Summer Sizzler

- SALE

5.9% FINANCING AVAILABLE
TO SAVE YOU EVEN MORE!

1986 SPECTRUM

FOR ONLY ...

939y

. 45799

A TRUCK FOR ANY JOB

57799

AMERICA'’S BEST SELLER
1986 CAVALIER

SALE PRICE AS LOW AS ...

*6999

PURE EXC“'EMENT
1986 CAMARO COUPE -

KERNERSVILLE, N.C.

Off I-40 at Route 66 Bxit
993-2101, 724-7014
Open Monday- riday 8:30-9:00;
Saturday 8:30-5:00

NCL 3088
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Manuficturers suggested retail price for the 1986 Volvo DL..
4-speed manual transmission with overdrive. Excluding

A car you can believe_in.

COLONY

DODGE-VOLVO

680 PETERS CREEK PARKWAY - 723-0504
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6 Volvos come with a 3-year limited warranty that pots no limst ony milcage. See your local dealer for lorms and conditions. © 19es vouwo sosTw Awteca compomron




