College Notebook

- Pickup games bring out best in Ram little-big man

By DAVID BULLA
Chronicie Sports Editor

A’S-foot-7, 150-pound bear of a man, Fer-
nandez *‘Bumpy’’ Griffin pulls up five feet
from the top of the key and slingshots the
ball through the basket.

Griffin, the diminutive, behind-the-scenes
dynamo of the Winston-Salem State athletic
program, surprises no one with his accurate
long-range touch. WSSU'’s equipment

er and sports information director
pla point guard for Reynolds High
School a decade before we had even heard
the game Tyrone Bogues. In 1973 he and his
Dengon teammates advanced to the state 4-A
chafpionship, where they lost to powerful
Reiggville. That Ram team featured Melvin
ins, “who would start on UNC
otte’s Final Four team in 1977.
Reidsville team is generally con-
the most talented state champion
Atkins in '69,’’ Griffin said recently.
py just had too much for us.’
dging from the size differential, one
d think that Griffin would be no match
.E. “Bighouse’’ Gaines, the Rams’
athletic director and basketball

jer was a freshman at WSSU in 1973. In-
ad of playing basketball, Griffin chose to
Qaines’ statistician, equipment manager
and gight-hand man.

‘“8didn’t get an athletic scholarship,’’ the
ton-Salem native said. “So I would
havghad to play freshman ball -- we still had
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Fernandez “Bumpy” Griffin rules the
court in summer pickup games at
Winston-Salem State’'s Whitaker Gym
(photo by James Parker).

Burden and Carl Redd are the among guys
launching the long ones now.
““For most of us basketball paid or paved

“the way for our education,” Griffin said.
“We owe basketball something, and this is a -
. way to keep playing and maintain our love

of the game.”’
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Jayvp! then. I had the confiden ce to pay, — For guys like Burden, who played for the
but §it made more sense to help Coach NBA’s New York Knick d Redd. wh
because I had to pay my way through school 1 ; ew UoNrC Amﬁ s.‘l;m ‘B r W 'o
and$l could get some work-study (money) fmes u e i g K
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working for Bighouse,”’

(yiffin was so good as a stat and equip-
merg man that Gaines decided to retain him
he completed work on his degree.
While he’s been a prominent figure in a
WSSU athletic program that produces con-
gt champions in the revenue-making
ts, there’s still a little of the player in
him{ So the ubiquitous Griffin opens
Whitaker Gym four nights a week for pickup
basKetball from late May until mid-August.
On ghese nights the gym that witnessed all of
thoge bombs by Earl Monroe comes alive
agaih. Only now Griffin, Luther “‘Ticky’’
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League,”’ as it is incorrectly called on the
street, offers an opportunity to stay in shape
while playing against quality competition.

““The play here is a little more physical,’’
said Redd, now a supervisor at Guilford
Mills in Greensboro. ‘‘But everybody knows
everybody and the games are friendly. Bum-
py keeps everybody in line.”’

Redd, whose summer league experience
includes a stint in the Bob McAdoo League
in Greensboro, said there was a certain
amount of wisdom being passed on from the
older to younger participants.

The pickup games are at best loosely
organized. There are no referees, no clocks
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Local stars to play in Charlo

By KENNETH RAYMOND
Chronicle Sports Writer

The Big Apple League has been
'ed to participate in an all-
g§r basketball tournament in
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and no scorebooks. Each night Griffin puts
together two roughly equal teams to get
things started. The winner stays on the floor,
while Griffin makes another fivesome
among the waiting players. Since individuals
make their own calls, Griffin arbitrates in
case of a controversial call. :

The cardinal rule is that Griffin surrounds
himself with enough talent to_keep the court
for a few games. The Ram assistant coach
will help younger players to improve a
weakness and to remember to play within the
team concept.

““One guy doesn’t win a game,”’ said Grif-
fin, who also has the wisdom to sideline
himself from time to time. “It takes five
guys playing together to win. You have to
have a good work ethic and be willing to dive
on the floor for a loose ball.””

For the half-dozen WSSU players who are
in summer school, the Whitaker Gym ses-
sions offer the closest thing they have to
legal organized ball. NCAA rules prohibit
them from playing in unsanctioned leagues,
and since Griffin is an assistant coach, he
does not play on the same team as current
WSSU players.

The closest sanctioned league is in
Greensboro and that requires transporta-
tion, which is in small supply for these col-
lege students. So they hang out at the old
gym waiting for Bumpy to put them into one
of the pickup games. :

““The older guys try to teach us the fun-
damentals that will help us in the season,’’
said Charlie Spell, the point guard from
Fayetteville. ‘‘I talk to, Ticky a lot, and he
tells me to penetrate more and dish off. But I
think one of the big things I learn in the $um-
mer is not to get into any bad habits.”’

One such habit would be mixing it up with
Carlos Terry, the former WSSU and
Washington Bullet big man. On the nights
Terry’s arowund, the level of play under the
boards picks up a notch. - :

Getting into these pickup games requires
some patience. Guys come in off the street,
but they usually have to wait a few nights
and must learn to talk Griffin’s language.

“If I had said the thing was open, we’d
have to get organized and get sanctioned,”’
he said. “Then we’d have to collect dues and
stuff like that. Actually, I've thought about
doing that, but most of us work and that

Please see page B11
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i Shelton, director of com-
nity service for the YMCA in
lotte, to form a team of all-
from the league to par-
ti@pate in the NBA-Coca Cola-
YMCA Pro-Am Tournament,
whith begins Saturday at 4:30
pdn. at Johnson C. Smith
Ufliversity. It will continue for
t consecutive weekends, en-
difig Aug. 3.

2I'm surprised and honored
th@ they asked us to get involv-
ed}’”’ Funderburk said. ‘‘It makes
me feel that we are really doing
sofpething special here.”

he tournament will feature a
hagdful of outstanding players
whp are now active in the Na-
tighal Basketball Association.
Pifyers such as Walter Davis of
th& Phoenix Suns, Cedric Max-

ocal Sports

pl@ying 30-minute halves full-
cofirt.

e Rtz s-favorite drills is
a fthree-on-two/two-on-one
brgak. Three players drive
aglinst two at one end of the
fidor, then the point man retreats
tod play defense against two
driers.

‘I think this is the best way to
tegch defense,’’ Hentz said. *“The
mgst important things are back-
aling, keeping your knees
t and getting your arms ready
tosteal a pass.”’ ,
entz has been particularly im-
préssed with the play of Carlos
ry, who attends Atkins
M#idle School.
®That’s our—future

right

Walter Funderburk

well of the Los Angeles Clippers,
Eric ‘“‘Sleepy’’ Floyd of the
Golden State Warriors, Domini-
que Wilkins of the Altanta
Hawks and Al Wood of the Seat-
tle SuperSonics have committed
to play in the tournament.

Eight teams will participate.
Three teams will come from the
Charlotte area, two from the
Wayne Robinson League in

From Page B4

there,”” Hentz said of Gregory.
“Look at the way he makes the
fake on the drive. That’s advanc-
ed.”

Hentz said he has de-
emphasized weightlifting this
year because his class is younger
and the heat has been too intense.
Still, he has four of his older
students working on the weights
in Bryant Feggins, Kevin Thomp-
son, Chris Parks and Elbert
Thacker.

TC Track Series

The Twin City Track Club is
hosting a summer track series at
Wake Forest on Wednesday
evenings, starting July 23,

The players chosen to represent
the Big Apple League are Eddie
Jordan and Terry Strickland of

the Players, Danny Womack and .-
Roger Mason of Domino’s Pizza,

Rob Little of the Rockets, and
Harry Davis, John Watkins,
Mike Jones and Dwayne Aikens
of Winston-Salem’s Finest.

Funderburk believes his all- -

stars will represent Winston-
Salem well in the tournament and
that being involved may have
some positive ramifications.

“I’'m sure we have the talent
within the league to do well,”
Funderburk said. ‘‘Being
recognized like this should also
help in getting the league sanc-
tioned.”’
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Entry forms are available at
the Winston Lake Family,
Kernersville and Central YM-
CAs. The series runs through
Aug. 13. All meets will be held at
the Wake Forest track, except the
Aug. 13 meet. It will be held at
Hanes Park. Starting time each
Wednesday is 6:15 p.m.

Events include the long jump,
100 meters, 200, 400, 800, 3,000,
mile, 4x100 and 4x400 relays and
long jump.

For more information, call An-
thony L. Boerio at 722-1682,

If you have a sports item you
desire to publish, call the Chroni-
cle sports department at
723-8448,
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49,
17. Gulf Gas 50.
18, Mama Chris 51.
19. Jamal’s Grocery 52,
20. Chandler’s 53,
21 Westbrook's $4.

22. Minit Market (27th & Liberty) 5.
23.  Chick’s Drive Inn 56.
24. Mack’s Grocery 87,
25. 3 Girls (Northampton) S8,
26.  Shop Rite (Northampton) 59,
27. A Cleaner World (Carver Rd.) 60.
28.  Carver Food 61,
29. Joe's Shop Rite (Bowen) 62.
30. Garrett’s (311) . 63,
31, Wilco Gas (311) 64,
32. Garden Harvest 65,
33. Bernard’s 66,
34. Jones' Grocery 67.

. Congratulations

Grandslammers
Our State Tennis Champs

W.L.

McCloud Jr. M.D.

Opthalmology
620 Dunleith Ave,

723-6552

Amoco (Fourth & Broad)

A i Hop-In (First St.)
1. Mo’dlsl. Pharénlacy at) 35.  Laundry Center (Old Rural Hall Rd.) 70.  Food Fair (First St.)
2. t‘: dP”(’:( la"('g;umom) 36. Paragon Food Center - “71.  Baptist Hospital
lte fourne 3 LausleyComn - 72 Amoco (Cloverdale |
5' Etna Gas NORTHWEST 73.  Kroger
' . . 74. Hop-In (Stratford Rd.)
6. Great American Foods 37. Etna Gas .
Greensboro, one from Gastonia, 7. Smith Cleaners 33. :.W.I 81;1 i:amry ;z 2:3:: ﬁ,ﬂ:ﬁﬁ’:ﬁﬁ I(»:l;;:;es Mall)
‘ : 8. Reynolds Health Center 39.  Hazel's Beauty . : ;
Durham and the Big Apple . S:::‘:e ;ow:rs 40. Real Food Bakery .77.  Forsyth Hospital
League. . X 10.  Special Occasions 41. - Ray'sFsh '
Steve Martin, field program (Jetway Shop. Ctr.) 42. Joe's Shop Rite (Patterson) SOUTHSIDE
manager of the NBA in RTHEAST 43.  Great American Foods _
Charlotte, is working in conjunc- NO T 44, A Cleaner World 78.  Rainbow News
e i ith ’h... Charl _ft _YNTC{A“E‘F"_ l.— Merita Breadbox 4s5. __Brm_m's Pr_t?ducg_ 3 79_ _Crown Drugs (Peters Creek)
tl‘on w". PUG L DRIIGHR . 12.  Record Boutique 46. Ervin's Beauty - . .
give children an opportunity to W |3 M Market (13th & Liberty) 47, Bojangles | . is
see professional basketball action 14. Salem Seafood 48,  Northside Fish Market n lc c
without having to travel to the 1S.  Fairview Cleaners ro
closest NBA stop, Atlanta. 16.  Silver Front Cleaners C

85. Revco Drugs
86. Belview House
Eckerd Drugs 87. Gold Fish Bowl
1 Stop Food (Akron Dr.) 88.  Joe’s Shop Rite (S. Main)
Food Fair (Patterson Ave. Exit)
. Motel 6
Winn-Dixie DOWNTOWN
Tickled Pink Cleaners (Cherry St.)
Food Lion (University Plaza) 89. Chronicle Office
Fast Fare (Cherry St.) 90. Lincoln Barber
Maytag Laundry (Cherry St.) 91.  Post Office
Forest Hills Curb Market 92. Benton Convention Center
RJR World Headquarters . 93, Cecelia’s (Hyatt House)
Jimmy the Greek 94. Rite-Aid
Fast Fare (30th St.) 95. Revco
Super X Drugs 96. NCNB Building
K&W (Coliseum) 97.  Wachovia (Main St.)
Golden Comb 98. RIJR Plaza
Best Bookstore (Reynolda Shop. Ctr.) 99. Brown’s Restaurant
Mr. T 100.  Forsyth Seafood

Paw's Grocery

101,

Marketplace
Gulf Gas (S. Broad St.)

Garden Harvest

Post Office (Waughtown Station)
Hop-In (Stadium Dr.)

Sanitary Barber Shop
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