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Ninety-eight percent of the
girls in the program are black,
she said.
"We would really like to expandthat," she said. "We have

recruited white girls to Teen
Talk. Teen pregnancy is not just
a black problem. In WinstonSalemit's more visible in the
black community. But we know
that a large number of kids from
all racial backgrounds are sexuallyactive.'*
Ms. Brandes said that she

doesn't know why more white
girls do not participate in the program.,

"I don't know if it is a location
4ssue or what," she said.

"The white girls we do have,"
she said, "have come and
stayed."
Ms. Brandes said that the girls

have adopted a motto, "Make a
life for yourself before you make
another life."
. "A lot of what Teen Talk is
about is expanding options to
kids and giving them coping
skills," Ms. Brandes said.
"We try to have fun," she said

about the meetings. "We talk a

lot about making responsible
decisions, about sexual involvementand dealing with pressure
from guys. We also do things on
fashion and beauty and on feelinggood about yourself."
Ms. Brandes said that if the

program is to be successful, then
it can't take a one-prong approachlike many statewide programsaimed at postponing sexualinvolvement.
"The reality is that a lot of kids

are going to be sexually active
and will need support and informationabout it," she said. "I
think kids will have to have
something to hope for. 1 see a lot
of 12- and 13-year-olds who
don't have hope. They don't have
any goals, and they see nothing
out there for them. So they say,
'Why not? Why not have a

baby?' "

Ms. Brandes said that while she
uses a lot of community resource

people to talk to the girls, she
doesn't believe fancy speakers
keep the girls coming back to the
program.

441 think relationships keep the
kids," she said. 4'We try to have
interesting programs, but in the
long run relationships keep kids
in the program."
The nice thing about Teen Talk

is that the kids reinforce each
other as well as get adult input,
Ms. Brandes said.

44Kids will listen to each other
faster than they will listen to
adults," she said.
The combination of the adult

input with input from the girls
strengthens the program, she
said.

Besides being speakers, adults
also provide another important
function in the nrncram Wral
women in the community have
chosen to participate in the programas Teen Links.

Teen Links are volunteers who
are matched with girls in the programand agree to spend time
with them each week.

Participation in the match is
also voluntary on the girls' parts.

"Girls that come to the Teen
Talk group are interviewed and
asked if they want to be paired up

; with a Teen Link," Ms. Brandes
said.
Women who want to participatein the program have to go

through an interview and a trainingsession.
Right now there are 15 matches

in the program. More adult
volunteers are needed.

44We get a lot of strong leadershipfrom professional women in
Winston-Salem," Ms. Brandes
said. 'Tm real pleased about
that. I think black women have a

particular concern about teen
pregnancy and how it. has affectedblack women . politically,
economically and socially.'*

Four of the Teen Links were
teen parents, she said.

"They've been there and the
teens know that," she said.

_ "They have a real awareness and
'. sensitivity to what these kids are

going through."
Twenty-six-year-old Monica

Wilson, who is a Teen Link, has
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been there. A teen mother at 13,
she was one of the fortunate
ones, having gotten support from
both her family and her baby's
father.
She said she went on to finish

high school. During this time her
daughter's father remained supportive,and four years ago they
were married.

Mrs. Wilson said that she
became interested in becoming a

Teen Link after she heard a talk
by Ms. Brandes.
She was matched in June to

15-year-old twins. One of the
twins is a teen mother.
"We haven't gotten close yet,"

Mrs. Wilson said. "We've been
on outings and they've been over
to my house. They really haven't

"Teen Talk alone is not goingto reduce the teen

pregnancy rate in Forsyth
County. If there were 40
Teen Talks in this city with
40 or more girls, then that
might be different. This is
the type of program that
can be duplicated by churches,civic organizations,
etc."

-- Beth Brandes

opened up yet as far as trusting.M
But Mrs. Wilson said that she

believes that with time the girls
will open up to her.

4'They seem like pretty levelheadedgirls," she said.
Yvonne Booker, another Teen

Link, is matched with a pregnant
13-year-old.
"W^'vp pctahlichpH a oaa/4
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relationship/' Mrs. Booker said.
14We spend on the average of 10
to 12 hours a week together. I feel
real good about the relationship.
We still have a ways to go."

Mrs. Booker said that having
recently experienced pregnancy
herself has helped her in her relationshipwith her match.'Mrs.
Booker has an 8-month-old son.

4 This is her first and it was my
first," she said. VI was able to
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Infant and Children Nutrition
Program and the Head Start Program.4'All of these federal programsare important to poor people,"he said.

Neal supports protecting the
American textile industry from
foreign competition. He voted
for the bill that limited imports of
textile goods to the United States.

That bill was vetoed by PresidentReagan. An effort to over-
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enough votes in Congress.
Neal also supports a strong i\a$
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share some things with her."
Both Mrs. Wilson and Mrs.

Booker are employed with the
Head Start Division of Family
Services.
For 12-year-old Marneeka

Robbins, being matched with a
Teeri Link has meant being constantlyon the go.

Miss Robbins said that her
match has taken her to ballgames
and out for pizza.

"She's nice," Miss Robbins
said about her Teen Link match,
who is a nurse. "She took me
over to her house. She has two
sons. Those are my big brothers.
They call me little sister."

Miss Robbins said that in the
Teen Talk program she has learnedabout different methods of
birth control and how to deal
with different pressures as well as

about makeup and about setting
goals.

Since being matched, Miss.
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she wants to follow in her
match's footsteps and become a
nurse.

Miss Robbins hopes that the
Teen Link program is around
when she grows up so she can

help others.
4'I want to be a Teen Link and

get out there and help kids to preventpregnancy," she said.
Ms. Brandes is enthusiastic

about the Teen Link participationand about the Teen Talk
program itself, but she said it still
may not be enough.
'Teen Talk alone is not going

to reduce the teen pregnancy rate
in Forsyth County," she said, 'if.
there were 40 Teen Talks in this 1

city with 40 or more girls, then
that might be different. This is
the type of program that can be
duplicated by churches, civic
organizations, etc."
Teen Talk will continue

meeting during the fall months,
Ms. Brandes said, when there will
be a job fair.

Ms. Brandes said that she
would also like to start
employability training with 15- to
17-year-old girls.

IflllllllHMIIflllllllNMIMMIIIIMIHMIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIINIIIII

ie A12
iitiiiiiiiiiiiitiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiimiitimuitiitiimiiii

tional defense with financial
limitations. He voted for a S275
billion defense budget that the
House approved last month.

"All of us, black and white,
benefit from a strong national
defense," he said. "It is importantto our survival."

Neal supports a mutual nuclear
freeze between the United States
and the Soviet Union. "We must
end this nuclear arms race," he
said. "It is stupid and

'

expensive."
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1. Model Pharmacy
2. Pic'N'Pay (Claremont)
3. Laundry Center (Claremont)
4. Brown's Beauty
5. Etna Gas
6.. Great American Foods
7. Smith Cleaners
8. Reynolds Health Center
9. Sunrise Towers
10. Special Occasions

(Jetway Shop. Ctr.)
NORTHEAST
11. Merita Breadbox
12. Record Boutique
13. Minit Market (13th & Liberty)
14. Salem Seafood
15.^ Fairview Cleaners
16. Silver Front Cleaners
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17. Gulf Gas
18. Mama Chris
19. Jamal's Grocery
20. Chandler's
21. Westbrook's
22. Minit Market (27th & Liberty)
23. Chick^s Drive Inn
24. Mack's Grocery
25. 3 Girls (Northampton)
26. Shop Rite (Northampton)
27. A Cleaner World (Carver Rd.)
28. Carver Food^
29. Joe's Shop Rite (Bowen)
30. Garrett's (311)
31. Wilco Gas (311)
32. Carden Harvest
33. Bernard's
34. Jones' Grocery
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OGBURN STATION
35. Laundry Center (Old Rural Hall Rd.)
36. Paragon Food Center

NORTHWEST
37. Etna Gas
38. N.W. Blvd. Pantry
39. Hazel's Beauty
40. Real Food Bakery
41.

. Ray's Fish
42. Joe's Shop Rite (Patterson)
43. Great American Foods.
44.. A Cleaner World ^1
45. Brown's Produce 1
46. Ervin's Beauty
47. Bojangles
48. Northside Fish Market ^^4
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49. Eckerd Drugs ,

50. 1 Stop Food (Akron Dr.)
51. Food Fair (Patterson Ave. Exit)
52. Motel 6 /
53. Winn-Dixie
54. Tickled Pink Cleaners (Cherry St.)
55. Food Lion (University Plaza)
56. Fast Fare (Cherry St.)
57. Maytag Laundry (Cherry St.)
58. Forest Hills Curb Market
59. RJR World Headquarters
60. Jimmy the Greek
61. Fast Fare (30th St.)
62. Super X Drugs
63. K&W (Coliseum)
64. Golden Comb
65. Best Bookstore (Reynolda Shop. Ctr.)
66. Mr. T
67. Paw's Grocery
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68. Amoco (Fourth & Broad)
69. Hbp-ln (First St.)
70. Food Fair (First St.)
71. Baptist Hospital
72. Amoco (Clovcrdale)
73^ Ktuget ;

74. Hop-In (Stratford Rd.)
75. Papers & Paperbacks (Hanes Mall)
76. Crown Drugs (Hanes Mall)
77. Forsyth Hospital

SOUTHSIDE
r8. Rainbow News
'9. Crown Drugs (Peters Creek)
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80. Marketplace
81. Gulf Gas (S. Broad St.)
az. uaraen Harvest
83. Post Office (Waughtown Station)
84. Hop-In (Stadium Dr.)
85. Revco Drugs
86. Belview House
87. Gold Fish Bowl
88. Joe's Shop Rite (S. Main)

DOWNTOWN
89. Chronicle Office
90. Lincoln Barber
91. Post Office
92. Benton Convention Center
93. Cecelia's (Hyatt House)
94. Rite-Aid
95. Revco
96. NCNB Building
97. Wachovia (Main St.)
98. RJR Plaza
99. Brown's Restaurant
100. Forsyth Seafood
101.* Sanitary Barber Shop
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