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Diana Williams-Cotton is getting a jump on
other aldarmanic candidates with an early
announcement of her candidacy.
By ROBIN BARKSDALE
Chronicle Staff Writer

Although the deadline for candidates to file for the
1989 November elections is not until July, Diana
Williams-Cotton has gotten a jump on other candidates
with an official announcement that she will run for the
North Ward aldermanic seat.
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Mrs. Williams-Cotton, who ran unsuccessfully in

1985 for the seat eventually won by Patrick Hairston,
will run on the Republican ticket and said that she
expects to again face James Knox in the primary. But
she said that this time around she will run as a more
experienced, more confident candidate.

"1 am an innovative person and I think that 1 can
provide the leadership the North Ward needs," she said.
"I am aware of the problems of the North Ward."

Mrs. Williams-Cotton said that a growth spurt- in-
the North Ward has created new problems for the neigh¬
borhoods in that area and that she plans to focus on
implementing ways for the ward to deal with those new
issues.

"We have experienced tremendous growth in the
north end of the city, and sometimes it has been at the
expense of homeowners," she said. "There is a traffic
problem in the North Ward, now. The Cherry Street
Extension area over to Indiana has become bottle-
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necked."
Mrs. Williimi-Couon saUT that 7>ne of the

approaches to solving the problems may rest in the cre¬
ation of what she terms "opportunity zones" for small
and minority-owned businesses. Under that plan, she
said, small businesses would be given specified tax
breaks to encourage them to provide more jobs.

haye to look to small businesses to help defeat
unemployment," said Mrs. Williams-Cotton. "Small
businesses employ many people and could employ more
if they had certain considerations. They will be impor¬
tant in helping to solve some of the problems in our
ward and in the ci|y."

Mrs. Williams-Cotton said that despite the recent
trends among Afro-American voters to cast votes strict¬
ly along party lines, she believes that that segment of
the community slowly is developing more political
savvy and that she will benefit from that new sophistica¬
tion during her campaign. She said, too, that politicians
bear some of the responsibility in educating voters as to
how to make the best use of their voting privileges.

"1 think it's a new day. 1 think that black voters are
becoming aware that we must operate within a one and
two-party system," said Mrs. Williams-Cotton, who lost
the 1985 primary to Mr. Knox by a margin of 30 votes,
"Part of my job is to get out and educate the populace. I
feel that blacks are becoming more sophisticated. I don't
think they will continue to look just at the party. 1 think
they are beginning to look more at the candidate."

Mrs. Williams-Cotton said that she still is develop¬
ing the remainder of the planks in her platform. She is
certain $at she will push to develop new programs that
will deal with the abundance of drugs in the city, but she
said that there must be new, creative means of dealing
with drug abuse. Mrs. Williams-Cotton said she also
plans to raise concerns about black-on-black crime.

.
" 'Just Say No' is not enough. Drugs are getting out

of control. There has to be a different approach. Getting
rid of drugs will be at the top of my agenda. In the
North Ward, right now, it's not so tough but they can
move into any area of this city," she said. "The situation
of black-on-black crime is tough. I'm not going to sit
here and say that I have the solutions because I don't
But I am willing to work on it I'll work to get anything
that is needed. 1 will work ta get anything that th& city
as a whole needs. I won't b& working just for the North- .

Ward."
Mrs. Williams-Cotton said also that she plans to

work especially hard to ensure that there is no mud-
- slinging involved with her campaign. She said that she^

will focus only on the issues and hopes that any
personal attacks will be left out of the campaign.

"I believe in positive campaigning. I believe that
we should deal with the issues and not the people," said
Mrs. Williams-Cotton, who helped manage Ed Gamer's
campaign for state auditor in the last election. "All I
plan to deal with are the issues. I plan to avoid the nega¬
tive stuff that takes away from the issues. I truly ctpn't
believe in negative campaign tactics."
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"They say it's the number one
gin in America.
They say "smooth" is its
middle name.
They say it tastes real
nice on ice.

"They also say
add that

special someone
and..."

Everything they say...is true.SEAGRAM'S. AMERICAS NUMBER ONE GIN.
C> 1988 * SE AGRAMS G,N . 10°* NEUTRAL SPIRITS . DISTILLED FROM GRAIN . 40% ALCOHOL BY VOLUME (80 PROOF) . JOSEPH E SEAGRAM & SONS INC NF *YOHK NY

Ournewest loss tenter
willgfveyou somethingto celebrate
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There are hundreds of Physicians WEIGHTLOSS Centers throughout North America.
And now there's one right here in yourneighborhood.
Our trained weight loss counselors and

nurses provide you with a nutritionallysound, real fooa diet that allows you to lose
up to 4 pounds per week. What's more, our
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professional staffgives you the personalattention and ongoing support tnat has
helped thousands ofmen and women to
lose weight.
So call now and take advantage ofyour

new local Physicians WEIGHT LOSS Center.
Let us help get rid ofthat extra weight andgive you something to really celebrate.
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THE WEIGHT LOSS
PORTION OF THE

PROGRAM

The required physicians'!consultation ana
evaluation and essential
nutritional supplement
portions otthe program
are at regular prices. Not
vafid with any other offer.
Offer expires: Saturday,
May 27 I

i Offar axplrat: 8aturday, May 27 j
Mount Airy location will open June 8th
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Physicians
WEIGHT IOSS
Centers.

PROFESSIONAL BUILDING
724-5599

2240 Cloverdale, Suite 215
Winston-Salem, NC
996-1444 766-4768

305»H W. Mountain Street 6453 Cephls Drive
Mountain Street Square (Behind Dockside Seafood)

With you every day, every pound ofthe way.SM Kemersvllle, NC. Clemmona, N.C. 2701 2
Akron, Ohip 44313 Each Center Independently Owned end Operated. Maatartani visa Amariew exptmi


