Kennedy students write essays for S.T.A.R.T.

By YVETTE N. FREEMAN
Chronicile Staft Writer

Two students in Kennedy
Middle School's in-school suspen-
sion program, recently won an
essay contest sponsored by the
school's business partner, Ameri-
can Legion Post #220, and got the
opportunity to represent the school
on the Post's float in the Winston-
Salem State Homecoming Parade,
this past Saturday, Nov. 2.

Dekora Miller and Joe
Melton, seventh grade students at
Kennedy, each wrote an-essay on
the given topic of "What I Would
Change About the Government of
the United States,” while in the in-

school suspension program. The . §

grand prize for the two winners
was the chance to ride on the
American Legion Post #220's float
at the homecoming parade, as well
as incentive awards in the form of
school supplies. .

The contest was held in con-
junction_with the program which
is called "Success Through
Accountable Responsible Think-
ing" (S.T.A.R.T.), after students in

~ the program asked about riding on
the float. '

According to Belinda Beard,
the home school facilitator at

-"‘.- : o

an essay contest sponsored by the Post.

Kennedy students Joe Melton and Dekbra Miller got the opport
Post #220's float in WSSU's homecoming parade this past Saturday, Nov. 2. The Post is Kennedy's
business partner and offered the opportunity to students in the school's S.T.A.R.T. program who won

unity to ride on the American Legion

Thursday, November 7, 1991

Winston-Salem Chronide  Page A7

-~ ~_home, car, life, boat or RV?

; ‘ wme

S
\_‘ .

767-1583 §

Need insurance for your

Call me!
I have the right coverage
for all your needs.

[ L )
Mose 'Belton Brown
Account Agent

Alistate’

s Alstate [nsurance Company
" Life from. Alstate Life Insurance Company

Northchase Shopping Center, 5105 University Parkway

' World of Nails

Thanksgiving Special

Bring a friend
(2) sets of Tips for the
price of one ... $50%

3089 New Walkertown Road .
Call Y'vonne and Yvette

for your appointment — 773-0489

on society. She explained the rea- 100, they need role models, the

Kennedy, ."It's an opportunity for
students to come in and work dur-

ing their in-school suspension

days and complete classwork, but
also to work on behavioral
changes that will help them be
successful when they return to
class."”

The in-school suspension pro-
gram has been in operation on the
middle school level for a number
of years now, but Beard stated that
this is the first year that the pro-

gram has taken on a differeny 'CASON tOr writing on that topic. 1

approach.

"What we're trying to do this
year is 1o provide an opportunity
for them to do the work, but also

fere with their leaming whether it
be behavior, sclf-esteem, other

set examples for them becausec the
way that some of them are going,

son why she chose that particular way that drugs and $trects arc

subject. "I think the drug situation
is really bad with our youth and
everyone. And I don't that it's
right. It's a killer and whether
you're dealing it or doing it, you're
going to get killed in both ways.
And I think it should be stopped
somchow, " she said.

Melton, who wrote his essay
on the job opportunitics and the
plight of the homeless, stated his
wrolte 1t because there are a lot of
homeless people out there and
there's a lot of young guys out
there with babies and they can't
get jobs. And there are a lot of
problents out there,” he said.

This is the second yecar that

difficultics. So what we're Lrying;‘i the American Legion Post #220

to do this year that's a little bit dif-
ferent than what we did in the
past, is to incorporate not on)y the
instruction, but parent involve-
'E ment, counseling and community
: resources."” '
; In her essay, Miller discussed
| the drug situation in America and
how they are a negative influence

It’s OK

calling Anita Hill a heroine. But a*
- heroine she is not. A pawn is more
like it. A tool, and in an extreme
sense, a traitor to her race is more
accurate. A black woman who is
obviously suffering from historical
amnesia best describes her condi-
tion; a condition-which made it easy
for her to be used by bra-burning
white girls who don't have the guts
to castrate the real sexual harassers.
No. It's easier to let Yale-trained
Anita do it to Yale-trained Clarence
for all the world to see.

"The tragedy of Professor Hill's
decision to share her freakish accu-
sations with the nation is that she
played into the pervasive stereotype
of black male sexuality. And
whether she realized it or not, black
women as well."

One man in a letter to an
extremely left New York black
paper wanted to know where the
black leaders hid after they threw
Thomas to the lynching tree of
white Democrats and feminists.

i to provide help on arcas that inter-
!

has been the business pariner for
Kennedy Middle School, and Post
Commander James McWillis, stat-
¢d why it is important for mem-
bers of the community to become
more involved in the education
process. ;

"It's something where kids at
Kennedy School and other schools

Cont'i‘nued from page A4

"Clarence Thomas was lynched
publicly and with blacks fashioning
the noose. Only because he express-
es a view not popularly held!" he
explained.

Theodore Kirkland wrote in
The Challenger: "While the. United
State Senate's Judiciary Commilttee,
composed of all white males,
lynched Judge Clarence Thomas,
president Bush's choice for the
Supreme Court on national prime-
time television, the NAACP, the
Congressional Black Caucus, Jesse
Jackson and other black national
leaders stood by trying to convince “
the black masses that what they
were witnessing was not a racist
lynching but politics.”

Now that the polls are out and
it's safe, Jesse Jackson and his ilk
know what's safe tosay.

But when we needed integrity, -
we had to turn to those who stand
for something. Wilcox and Banks
were there. I'm glad 1 was there
with my friends.

today. They just need somconc to - they won't be around too long. "

Walk-ins welcome * Offer expires 11/20/91

Why Pay A Higher Annual Percentage Rate?

With an Annual
Percentage Rate of
10.9 % , a Prime Plus

Visa or MasterCard

from Wachovia is well
worth considering for -
all of your routine

credit purchases. If
you're really serious

about reducing your credit ex-
‘penses, take a close look at the

_ finance charges you are currently
paying and consider transferring the balances. If for example, you decide to
transfer a 81,500 balance from an account charging 19.8 % , you'll save $134

annually in finance charges.

To receive an application, simply talk with a Personal Banker at any

' Schools

Continued from page A5

i

trapped in destructive racial atti-
tudes and by systems that label chil-
dren for administrative conve-
nience.

A recent National Urban
League study of tracking in middle
schools concludes that minority
youth are more likely to be placed
in so-called "low ability” classes
where they receive less information
from teachers and more criticism of
their behavior.

Students in those "low" groups
say they dislikc math, don't care
about what goes on in their math
class, feel 1eft ont of classroom
activitics, and have poor relation-
ships with their classmates.

The study also found that
teachers often treat minority and

white students differently, cven
within thc same classroom. Such
negative attitudes are compounded
when they take place in a tracking
system that slaps the low-ability
label on minority youngsters and
reinforces stercotypces.

So it shouldn't come as a sur-
prise that minority test scores are
often low and dropout rates high, or
that fewer minorities take the
advanced math and science courses
required for college entrance.

The National Urban League is
using the findings of its tracking
study to help parent. and stdents
avord being vicumized by the prac-
tice, and to make the climination of
tracking a major component of
school reforms.
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