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More Truth Revealed in South Africa

Everyday inside the racist regime of South
Africa, more and more evidence emerges
about the systematic death choke that
apartheid maintains against the people of
South Africa. Now F.W. de Klerk has been
forced to admit and contirm ghat South
Africa’s military has an ongoing “Covert third
force™ that has enpaged in pnlitic.(i assassina-
tion and terrorism apainst the African National
Congress and other anti-apartheid supporters.

In fact, both black and white South
Africans have been murdered by this “govern-
ment apparatus”™ of aparthcid. We believe that
President de Klerk knew about these illegal
and barbaric actions of the “third force™ long
before the public disclosures of the past few

accused had done or the fact that what they
had done has now become public.

For the first time the President of South
Atrica was forced to admit, “The findings will
lcad to the conclusion that some of the activi-
ties have led to the death of people....Collabo-
rators of the south African Defense Forces
have been involved, and in some cases are still
mvolved, in illegal and/or unauthorized activi-
ties, and malpractice.” Will those guilty of
these crimes be prosecuted? Or better, the
question is will the government of South
Africa prosecute itself for violently violating
the human rights of the peoples of southern
Africa’

During the remaining rounds of negotia-

days. The old say-
ing, “The truth
buried  always
eventually comes
to light,” is quite
applicable: to this
last difficult stage
of the historic
struggle to disman-
tle the brutal insti

CIVIL RIGHTS JOURNAL

e
By BENJAMIN F. CHAVIS, JR.

tutionalized system
of racism known as apartheid.

As we have previously argued, much of
the dramatic increase in the fratricidal warfare
between the African National Congress and
Chief Buthelezi's Inkatha group has been
orchestrated by forces within the military and
government. These latest revelations of the
extent to which repressive forces in South
Africa have gone to destabilize the situation
inside the nation. are also indicative of how
the military-intellegence sector of the govern-

southern Africa.
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Angola, Namibia, Mozambique and Zam-
bia is particular, have all felt the terror of
South Africa’s efforts to stay in power by acts
of low intensity military strikes™ as part of an
overall strategy of regional destabilization. We
note, as we have in the past, that U.S. foreign
policy toward South Africa during the last
twelve years actually served to prolong South
Africa’s viability as a strong “strategic ally”
both in political and military terms. The sad
results is that millions of Africans have been
killed with not cven a hint from \\#:hinglnn.
that the lives of the pecople who fve in the
region of southern Africa should have been
protected a long time ago from this atrocity
against humanity.

Without nuil}i_l..l.j._.; the accused officers, Mr.

tions to establish a transitional government, we
believe the current command structure of the
South African Defense Forces needs to be
completely recognized by placing representa-
tives of the ANC and other civilians in charge
of the armed forces during this ¢ritical transi-
tional stage. A failure to distodge and purge
the right-wing elements from the military will
result in the escalation of political violence in
South Africa. :
The African National Congress issued a
statement in response to the disclosures by de
Klerk. The ANC stated, “The steps announced
by President de Klerk area a step in the right
dire but are not nearly enough. The cur-
rent revelations are~clearly only the tip of the
iccherg.”™ We agree with the ANCT and-we-fur-
ther call for a full disclosure of all joint intelli-
gence operations conducted by the South

_African Defense Intelligence with the Central

Intelligence Agency (CIA) during the last
twelve years.

The people of South Africa and the people
of the United States have a right to know what
were the joint agreements on intelligence gath-
cring between the United States and South
Africa. “Constructive engagement:” strategies
of the Reagan-Bush era have been very
destructive to southern Africa.

The issue of changing U.S. foreign policy

de Klerk announced that 23 military officer arc-_initiative toward Africa in general and south-

being “suspended or dismissed™ because of
their involvement with covert terrorist military
operations in South Africa. Six of the 23 were
ranked as full generals. Although President de
Klerk asserted that he was “shocked and disap-
pointed,” it is not cxactly clear whether his
disappointment was because of what the

-American Dream: The Real Bottom Lme

I was very honored when President-elect
Clinton invited me to address his Economic
Summit in Little Rock on December 14,1992 1
wanted to share with you a summary of that
address as a reminder that, w hile. we have
much to celebrate, we still have a t{gc‘mendnus
amount of work to do. .

Mr. President-Elect, I want to thank you
very much for recognizing that children are a
bottom-line economic issue, and that preven-
tive investment is all of our children is only a
moral impetfdtive, but essential to saving our
national economic skin:and that children are
the key to our future productivity and work
force development.

As communism is collapsing all around
the world, the “American dream™is collapsing
all around America for millions of families
youth and children in all races and classes. We
are in danger of becoming two nations —one

ern Africa in particular will present a signifi-
cant-challenge top the incoming Clinton
Administration.

The time for a progressive policy change
is long overdue. As more of the truth creeps
out of South Africa, the end of apartheid is at
lcast in sight..

with an estimated GNP of $1.6 billion. But it is
a human and moral travesty that 14.3 million
children arg_poor in the richest land on earth,
that an estimated five million children go hun-
gry sometime during the month, and eight mil-
lion lack heath care in a country that has a
GNP of $5.9 trillion.

We need to ask ourselves whether this is
the best that America can do and why there are
more poor children in rich America than there
are citizens in famnine-stricken Somalia; more
poor children in Los Angeles and New York
City than in the so-called developing nation of
Botswana. It is particularly hard for young
families with children, white and Black , in all
parts of the country. They have seen their
incomes plummet by 32 percent since 1973,
though they are working harder.

We must begin to invest in our
children,with particular attention to young fam-

lege, and another ol
third world depriva-
tion—struggling
against increasing
odds to coexist peace-
fully as a beleaguered
middle barely holds

of first world privi-
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While the middle class lost ground over
the last decade and-a-half, the already poor
became poorer and more desperate, hungry,
homeless and hopeless . Today every seventh
American is poor. as is every sixth family with
a child under 18. Every fifth child is poor and
every fourth pre-schooler is poor. And one of
every three Black and brown children in Amer-
ica is poor.

There are more poor children in America
today than in any year since 1965, despite the
net 88 percent growth in our gross national
product (GNP) during this period And con-
trary to popular myth, the majority of poor
children are not Black, not on welfare and
don’t life in inner cities . They live in working
families and in ncarly one gquarter of the 1.7
millior children who fell into poverty lived in
two-parent white families

I think 1t s a great hnman
tragedy that thousands of children and adults
are starving to death in war-torn poor Somalia,
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ilies. I hope that every American led by you—
this new administration that brings us such
hope—and by our new Congress, will person-
ally and collectively struggle to reclaim our
nation's soul and give our children back their
hope, their sense of security, their belief in
America’s faimess ,and their ability to dream
about and work toward a fyture that is attain-
able and real.

And let me suggest two things that | know
this great country can do in 1993 under your
leadership. The first is to make sure that every
one of our children is born healthy and is
immunized against preventable diseases. The
other thing that | know you have committed to
doing is to see that every child gets ready for
school . And a down payment on that is to see
that every one of our children gets a head start
by fully finding Head Start, making it full day,
full year, taking it down to earlier ages. Repub-
licans and Democrats—says they are for Head
Start. We know 1t works. Now is the time to
just do it.
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WHOA ! CHECK OUT
THIS LETTER, MIKE !
THE GUY SENT
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OKAY, LETS CHECK QUT ANOTHER
READER LETTER FROM THE
OL'MAIL SILO! "DEAR &L/YS:
HOW ILL THE NEW NORTH
AMERICAN TRALE AGREEMENT
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"ARE THERE ANY PLANS TO

RELOCATE THE STRIPZ JUST
CURIOUS. SINCERELY, NK.,
SANTA FE, NEW MEXICO.*

HERE'S A ROUGH ONE, ZONKER |
IT COMES TO US FROM J. M. OF
CHEVY CHASE. "DEAR SIR

WHY PON'T YOU TURN OVER THE
IUSTRATION 70 SOMEONE WITH
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15 HOW AR TH|S FEATURE HAS
COME! TAKE A LOOK AT THE
FIRST DAY OF SYNDICATION!

‘PEAR ZONKER:  HEBY! WE
COULD YOU MEN-  PON'T DO THAT
MONEY 7 TION MY NAME  KIND OF THING./
IN THE STRIPZ  NICE TRY,
/ SINCERELY, BARRY sYiGALsA
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OKLAHOMA AND
WOMEN ADORE ME'
GLAD no;z;er

HI THERE! MY NAMES

MIKE DOONESBURY. -

I HAIL FROM TULSA,

HERE'S ANOTHER ONE ALONG THE SAME
LINES, MIKE! C.POF New HAVEN
WRITES : "I HEARD A RUMOR YU
USE A GHOST ARTIST. My ADV!CE -
FIRE THIS PERSON AT
— OVCE!” 51
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COMES TO Us FROM J.W. IN BOS -
TON. "GEAR ZONK : HOW COME
THERE ARE S0 FEW AFRICAN -
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AND HERES ONEMORE,Z ! TS
ROM W.M. OF MILTON., "OEAR

SIR: WHO DRAWS THOSE UALY

ROORLY DRAWN!

CHARACTERS 7 MIKE 15 ESFECILLY

"DEAR GUYS: HOW Y0, 6.C., UHERE
COME WEDON'T  HAVE YOU BEEN?
SEEANY POSITIVE  SAYHELLO TO
IMAGES OF LATINOS  OUR REGULAR
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Special Kwanzaa Offer
for a limited time only, you can

get a one year subscription to the
Chronicle (regular price $30.72) and the
revised edition of Kwanzaa - everything
you always wanted to know . . . for only

This season be prepared! This book is the most popular of all the Kwanzaa books according to Ed artor
of Special Occasions. Supply is limited. So act NOW! The ideal holiday gift.
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Send your clieck or mopey order to: New or Renewal

1year plus Kwanzas Book

*26.90
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