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A Tribute to Daddies

“Strong men keep coming ...”
— Robert Hayden

Father's Day. Daddy's Day. A day set
aside to pay tribute to those men whom the
Creator has blessed with the incomparable
pleasure and awesome responsibility of father-
hood. And while this day is obviously of
importance to fathers (and children) of all
races and creeds, Father's Day in the African-
American community takes on a special signif-
icance — in both the historic and present-day
context, where

African-American g
males have been§
and still are con-
stantly and continu-
ally victimized and
vilified, stigmatized
and stereotyped in &
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of this society.

__Indced, with all the respect and honor due

to our African-American women — those
mamas, grandmas, aunties and sisters who
raised and reared so many of us, and who, yet
remain the lifeblood of our community —
Father’s Day offers us an opportunity to pay
homage to those daddies, step-daddies, uncles,

_grandpas and brothers who dared to be men

when society bid them to be boys.

. Our people’s history and present-day
experiences are replete with evidence of the
character and courage of African and African-
American fathers. From those countless
African warriors who fought the colonizers on
the coasts of Sierra Leone and Angola to Dou-
glass, Dclany, Garvey, Robeson, Martin and
Malcolm, male descendants of Africa have
stood tall and withstood all in their/our
attempls (o balance personal achievement,
family accord and community advancement.

Bul, rcally Father's Day is not about hon-
oring thosc “famous” heroes 10 whom we owe
s0 much. Rather, it is about saying “thank
vou,” "I'love you™ to those daddies who slaved

yet vivid memories of both my maternal
(Oscar) and paternal (Ed) grandfathers, and
numerous uncles — men who tangled with
hard times and tussled with hardship; men who
stood tall when society demanded they not
stand at all; men who taught me about man-
‘hood; lessons that I must now teach my son,
Malik (and for that matter, my daughter,
Thema, as well),

own birthday

So, on this Father’s Day, 1993, let us for
one moment cast aside the negative images
and media distortions of the “sorry,” ‘jive-ass’
black male. Indeed, let us-even forget — just
for a day — about the harsh realities of those
males who made babies yet do not have a clue
as to what real fatherhood/manhood means.
Those males who in their arrogance and/or
ignorarice abuse and misuse their spouses,
mothers, sister-friends and children. -

Instead, let-us remember “daddy,” “papa,”
“father” — or those coaches, teachers, mentors
who took their respective places — and say
“Happy Father's Day.” For daddies — espe-
cially African-American daddies — need love
and appreciation, too.

When the final word is in regarding stu-
dent performance for this school session, you
will realize that our children can perform aca-
demically betfer than that of other school dis-
tricts and the state,

My message to the parents is ... prepare
your child during the summer for their return
to school. Remove excuses that a teacher or
school official may have to not challenge your
child by getting them ready academically and
socially NOW!

Get your child involved in sound-free,

‘Summer Recommendations

Parents need to know that any change in tests
may result in lower student scores. I have
heard frein many schools. They say that chil-
dren have performed better this year. Teachers
have done a better job in preparing children for
the assessments. Therefore, overall, this school

structured academically and social programs
that focus on writing, reading, mathematics
and the sciences. Since all schools are not year
round, the educational gains by your child
must be kept intact. If this is not the case,
deficits need to be removed.

Parents, school
personnel are avail-
ablc to answer ques-
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Sun. Mon. Tue. Wed. Thu. Fri. Sat.
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northern mills and mines; those men who What does she | to attend it with your kids. | you wish Sk your child to
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canc, from “can't see in the moming to can't c6hLJd stant’a Tock Zﬂ st 18, ke oy gm.-ua"m““’ 10 suna sma (11 Janast. | 1E onops
: i : out a T .
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: L co n summer sport. cou a ta 'd lik d
?VhO- deﬂed law and custom, practice and pol Find a place to a do. nylhcy'ﬂ: T2k about favoe: :pomibu;y for. || this summer find In the news-
icy in their attempts to make a better day, a putit! = bofed, choose an | ite cantoon a per. Write a let-
L Mbsdinc = % oY _ ___Litem from the list. | characters. R _ = - r:r to this person.
better way for us — their children, 13 o 14 ""_'—15 1 17 verr. |18 19
: : is is Na- Leam more In 1752, This 1s N Wat ;
On a personal note, '-hls writer has truly tional ({:ﬁ'?ﬁl about historic Benjamin Franklin | tional Fre:hu!’n:l( news w:hcm bedlu-npehsrr.:a:e!ﬁfv with yg':?:rn‘iﬁlk
been blessed with a supportive father — my Day. s flags. Draw a pic- | performed his fa- |& Ve'ﬁeubic child. Talk about a | one can read in Look for signs of
; : e " or 3 oranges and | ture of a flag. mous kite expen- | Month. Choose a | story that made bed. Everyone summer
namesake — still alive, kicking and “strug- give it a uy! ment, Fly your g | e frulit Ygumhappv lhgld tells what they
: . g own kite getable t i
gling” (10 use his favorite line), as well as the Rsnctmomy | 0 |oadevousd | oaos E2d T
20 Create a 21 Visit the li- 22 Look at 23 Have your 24 Watch the 25 Plan a read- 26 This Is Na-
“Home Report bm?;. Check out a | food ads in the see how news with your dinner. Share | tional Zoo Month.
Card" with your book about a paper. Choose 3 | many words she | child. Is there :"ﬁm;- pantof | Have your child
GUEST COLUMNIST child. List jobs that | hero or heroine. | or 4 foods. Ask can make from someone he your book. compare sizes
gievem i"u‘%‘ﬁ yourhchlld how S thinks Isa hero ot legs, feet, ears
muc : heroine?
 — | 250 | g o - A T
258 ) 27 28 ,, - |29 30
. Today is th Visit the li- Ha “N h
By CLIFTON E. GRAVES JR. birthday of the | brary. Check out a | TV= day. Piay 2 B
” song, * appyg . about game, take a thing that is
Birthday to You." | stars and planets. | walk, or.work to- | sticky. Make a list %_99%
_ML hed 2 oo

project.
song -

favorite book to bed. Serve a
hang in his room | healthy snack if
you wish,
4 Make pet- 5 Visit the b- 6 What's the 7 Have a con- 8 Read the 9 Plan a read- 10 Celebrate
unﬁ dressed fast | brary Check out a | difference be- test with math newspaper with | ing dinner. Share | National Picnic
and fun. Play your | book about the tween an alligator | facts. Have one our child. Look something you've | Month by plan:
child's favorite weather. Read it and a crocodile? person ask a math | for a-story-about—| learned-about the | ning- Wi
record this mom- | together. Read about it . question. Then the weather. weather your family.
ing while she gets then draw a see who can an-
dressed. picture of each swer first.
11 Find a place 12 Visit the |- 13 Teach your 14 Play a trivia 15 Have your 16 Plan a late 17 Go fora
o %o swimming brary with your child how 10 usé a | game with your child list the'day's | bediime so every- | walk outside. Find
with your kids Af- | child Check out a | clothes washer child. Let her ask | events and put one can read in a place where you
terwards, wnte a | book about in- and dryer if he's you questions them in the order | bed. Everyone can study insects
»emn about how | sects. old enough to do | about the book in which they tells what they
it felt it safely, she is reading happened. will be reading
before they begin
18 Celebrate 19 Visit the li- 20 On this day 21 Can you 22 Help your 23 Plan a read- 24 Work on a
Ice Cream Day ty | brary Check out a | in 1969, people name a food that | children eam ing dinner. Share | household E:ﬂeﬂ
emjoying your fu- | how-to book first walked on starts with each money. Sell lem- | something ‘ve | with your ¢
vorite Mivor with the moon Would {4etter of the alpha- { onade, walk | feamed to ggu - —
vour kids R)ur kids like to bet? or water plants
> astronauts’ when neighbors
Why or why not? are away
25 Consider 26 Visit the hi- 27 Read a 28 Visit the 29 Have every- 30 Plan a late 31 Play “Cha-
gu-mr: your chuld | brary Check out | weather re in ocery store, one bring a new bedtime so every- | rades* or another
an allowance as a | an adventure mur newspaper. E’h:u oods could | w to table. | one can read in -guessing game
way to leam to ok ist all the weath- | you take if you ich one has bed. Serve a with your child
manage money er words were going on an | the most syllables? | healthy snack if

responsibly adventure! you y

tions regarding sum-
mer programs that
are free o this com-
munity. The time is

By Geneva Brown

now for you to be
responsible for your

child's future. DO NOT allow your child to
have an unstructured summer. If you do, your
child will be further behind when schools open
in August.

During this summer, rethink what the past
school ycar was like. Prepare as a parent to
refocus your child's attention on programs and
work in which he was not successful. Protect
what is yours and be knowledgeable about
schools by attending School Board meetings
next school year, In this way, you may help us
board members rethink and revisit issues that

arc in the best interest of children. Plan to get

involved in the total process as parents and
VOICTS.

The job is hard and some of us are alone
out here as advocates for schools and children.

Together we can fix most of the problems
that cxist in our schools. Remember this, you
arc not in the minorily, your voice will be
hcard when it comes to doing what is right and
fair for all children. The time is now, this sum-
mer, for us to put a stop to poor student acade-
mic and social performance. Let us all help by
taking back our schools and demanding that all
children are challanged at appropriate instruc-
uonal levels.

This year children were given a new test

expect them (o be at their best while away
from home.

Granted, all of our teaching in the schools
does not live up to our expectations. However,
there is enough good teaching taking place in
schools to remind us that positive learning
experiences can occur for all children. Parents
have the responsibility of seeking answers
from teachers and principals about their child's
progress. The approach to getting these
answers should always be positive and not

"fussy.”

Educators are not in the business of devel-
oping losers. Therefore, parents must help by
insisting that children are challenged and given
fair chances in the process for appropriate aca-
demic growth and development.

Let me take this opportunity to thank each
member of the Forsyth County Board of Com-
missiofiers for having the foresight to fund our
schools at a high level that can help education,
Their action shows that there are people who
know the needs of education and are willing
and ready to help.

(Geneva Brown is a member of the Win-
ston-Salem/Forsyth County School Board.)
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not in the past. 1 panawmp (2 visit the li- |3 Watch a TV 4 Put together 5 Look in the 6 Plan a read- | 7 Take a
t[%n nearby .:]:j Exr':a 3 Chcck_outg sh_(t}‘w that deals a jigsaw puﬁs :ﬁoru section of i.ngdlnner. Share n;ladg with ytr)ur
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