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Got a suggestion? Call sports writer Michael Johnson at 722-8624

SPORTS
Tiny Indians Hold Year-End Ceremony

A Awards given by Orgam zation stressing academic and athletic excellence

By MICHAEL JOHNSON
Chromcle Sports Wniter

James Jordan's alleged
killer says he didn‘t commit
crime. 8BS
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 of making it in the tough Oakland (Calif.) hi
basketball leagues. Not only does the book - '

The Tiny Indians Football Club of
Winston-Salem held an awards banquet
Saturday night at Winston-Salem State
to honor those students who achieved a
milestone on and off the field.

More than 200 players, cheerlead-
ers. coaches and boosters received a tro-
phy to commemorate another year of
Pop Warner football. But Michael Shep-
herd and Emmanuel Werts were the
biggest winners, each receiving the
Robert L. Dunlap Trophy for the best
academic performance on_the

_Varsity PeeWee program.

“There are a number of kids who
wouldn't have been given the opportuni-
ty to accomplish the things they have,”
Tiny Indians Vice President Michael
Stroud said. "These kids learned how
tho overcome their anxieties in the
classroom...and learned how to pay
attention in the classroom.”

Shepherd and Werts headed the
-organization's 13-member All-Academ-
ic team. Included on the team are Shige-
ta Barr, Anisha Bowers, Christopher

' Cannon, Tamara Dobson, Candice Grif-
' fin, Melvin Hill, Tiffany Lee, Chris
‘fI Leggette Gilbert McRae, Elyes Rice,
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’beubh ‘Burns, like most ofthebukulnll
s in the OAL, is black. Like most of his peers,
ball Isaﬂydfllfeforhhn.mlunlmo&

Michael Shepherd (left) and Emmanuel Werts each received the Robert L. Dunlap Award for having the highest grade
point average for the Junior Pee Wee squad. Dunlap is a former program director at the Patterson Street YMCA.

- See TINY IND!ANS page BS —
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; 2% Wright said. Wright lived for the crowd, the
mmum that came over mm energized him
’ ; ive even more. . .
i .4 “Tmebnkﬁhllwu meansformupe
ior Calvin Wilson, basketball was the only way he
be himself, The 17-year old took a two-hour .
oumlnc from San Francisco by bus to Oakland,
hmmssolnmomonﬁngandnotgemu-
Mﬁpnml 9 o'clock at night.
~ . Wilson's world took a turn for the worse when -
hﬁwﬂler was gravely ill. After staying at the hospi-
' tak all night, Wilson went-to school the next day to
pl.y ‘against Fremont. It was the only way to get
. 10 become Calvin Wilson, basketball player
of another face in the crowd.
b 2T * ‘Then there was Darren Albert. His world was
; -cdlplﬂelymapanwhenhubmﬂm&tcwkﬁ
paralyzed after a shooting incident in nearly San
Ramon. Darren quit the football team to be with his
Inﬂlerbecausemomhad to change Eric's urine
W.Bulmbnll became his get-awny even though he
'wnn‘t good at it.
~ Some of the players enjoyed the high road of
; atﬁhncs. Will Blackwell was a Parade All-American
~ in football that needed basketball more than the sport
nmhd him. Conversely. Eric Govan dreamed of get-
mlhe Division I'scholarship. thlt would evemually
.. Finally. lhere was David Strom. the white player
mﬂb all-black OAL. Every game was to show that he
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14th Street Boxing Erogram A Knockout Success

mm had to show the world that basketball
through his vemsnsmnch as it did through
. hiumtempormes
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| | the stands this March. They should buy it not only for

ir children. but for themselves. Let your children
" tough life can be if their only way of living is -
wough sports. That dreams of becoming a star is
oaded with dreamers but few chances of catching

Let tl'nm Jook at the glamorous life in Oak-
;.lmd.‘fShom'ihchowagroupof\lcCl}mmdsplaym |
: loqm the -Skyline entrance after a game and sprayed |
dience wm:bullm.‘rhmunthemtombstim
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By MICHAEL JOHNSON
Chronicle Sports Writer

When you teach a child
something he wants to learn. you
can never get rid of them. Ask
William Kennedy.

One day near his Bellview
home last vear. Kennedy helped a
kid learn how shoot a basketball.
Two days later, the gentleman was
besieged a group of youngsters
who wanted to learn the game. But
upon enter his house, the youths
saw the boxing trophies Kennedy
won in his fighting days.

“T told them if they want to
be successful and get some of this,
then thev'll have to work for it,”
Kennedy said. the founder of the
Winston-Salem amateur boxing
team. "Being a boxer is nothing
easy and I didn't want them to say
I didn't wam them.”

Kennedy 's hard work and
effort is beginning to return some

dividends. Last month, the 4-man
team of three eight- to ten-year old
youths and a twenty-year old man
made its debut in the AAU boxing
federation last month at High
Point City Lake. Eight-year old
Antoine Hairston won first place
in his category while the adul—
Darran Smith—was a runner-up in
the158-pound weight class.

"I didn't know about boxing
when I was a kid, so I'm happy 1
won a trophy.” Antoine said—the
aforementioned kid who was
taught by Kennedy. "It was a big
payback to win one.”

For the past year, Kennedy
would pick up the youths at 5:30
p.m. and drive them to the |<th
Street Recreational Center, where
they practice for two hours a day
each Monday through Thursday.
The boxers train in a secluded
storage room, far away from the
basketball games that are now
prevalent among black youths. But

the coach and trainer is not con-
cemed about developing a stabie
of stars.

"We're teaching them how
to be competitive and prepare
them not only how to deal with
boxing. but with life,” Kennedy
said. "Being out here in the streets

for these kids is about the same as |
going against a boxer. If you can
control your body. how can you |

not tell a pusher 'No. T don't want
any drugs' 7"
Kennedy has seen the glori-

ous side of boxing and its darker

side. A former cruiserweight
boxer, Kennedy participated in
the1984 Olympic tryouts and has
sparred against professional
heavyweight champions Larry
Holmes. Michael Spinks, Tim

Witherspoon and Evander Holy- |

field.
But Kennedy has also seen

See 14th STREET page B6

14th Street boxing instructor William Kennedy



