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Farrakhan still not welcome in England

LONDON - The government won an appeal last week to
ban Nation of Islam leader Louis Farrakhan from Britain on the
grounds that his political views were a threat to public order,

Three judges sitting in the Court of Appeal said the govern-
ment decision to ban the activist was based on fears that his
“notorious opinions™ might provoke disorder.

Last year, High Court Justice Michael Tumer had ruled
against the ban, saying the govemnment failed 1o establish “objec-
tive justification” for excluding Farrukhan,

The government appealed and said it

B W had good reasons to bar Farrakhan from

J&atenng the country.

| . Monica Carss-Frisk, an attomey rep-
Home Secretary David Blun-

N ken, at a hearing last month that he
was Ywell known for expressing anti-
and racially divisive views, par-
at a time of political unrest in the

rr—

in favor of the government
, the three judges said the govern-

3 ~ ment ban took into account tensions in the
Middle East and the risk of public disorder prompted by a visit
b ‘Chicago-based acti &

*\?lunkeu welcomed ch:%mdon and said Farrakhan's pres-
ence wus “not conducive to good public order.”

Farrakhan's lawyer, Nicholas Blake, told the appeal court
that his client had become a spiritual and political voice of the
African-American community in the United States since the ban
was imposed in 1986,

“It 15 absurd to say that this is a man who is a rabble rouser.
He has never been convicted of any disorderly conduct and nei-
ther has anyone who attended his meetings,” Bluke said.

Blake said Farrakhan had taken his message all over the
world, to Commonwealth countries and even to Israel. The only
country he had not been allowed to visit was Britain.

The ban was imposed first in 1986 by the government of
then-Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher. Successive administra-
tions have argued that they were entitled to continue the han
because of fears that Farrakhan's presence could lead to public
disorder. *

African-American Museum
Commission gets funding from Congress

Georgia congressmen have moved closer to the possibility of
a museum honoring African- American history and culture on the
National Mall in Washington, D.C. .

Congress has allocated $3 million for a commission to study
the museum proposed between the Washington Monument and
the Capitol.

Rep. John Lewis (D-Ga.) and Sen. Max Cleland (D-Ga.) are
combining efforts in the House and Senate for the creation of the
museum,

The 23-member commission will consist of well-known aca-
demics, historians, entertainers, sports figures and philanthro-
pists. The group will have from six to nine months to come up
with a plan for the museum. Congress, however, could extend
the life of the commission.

“I really feel very good.” Lewis told reporters. “It really
seems like a dream that’s coming close to reality.”

Lewis, a former member of the Student Nonviolent Coordi-
nating Committee and a Freedom Rider during the 1960s Civil
Rights Movement, has been pursuing the creation of a museum
since 1988 and has frequently encountered opposition.

Sen. Jesse Helms (R-N.C.) once wamed that building a
museum honoring African Americans would open the door to
“every other minority' asking for a museum of their own.

Lewis says one possible site for the museum is the building
that houses the U.S. Forest Service.

Sharpton close to making
decision about 2004 election

NEW YORK - The Rev. Al Sharpton said he is *'a lot closer™
10 declaring a run for president in 2004, saying he will assess his
prospects in 20 key states and make a decision by the end of sum-
mer.

In. an interview with The Associated
Press, Sharpton described a cross-country
ttinerary that has him traveling five days a
week, including a speech at the National
Press Club in Washington last week that
he’s billing as a significant policy address.

Sharpton, 47, said he would run if he can
put a campaign structure in place in states
with early primaries. and get on their ballots.

“Being that they are frontloading the
primaries, it works to the advantage of peo-
ple who are already well known,” Sharpton
said. He all but ruled out a run as an inde-
pendent. saying he does not want to play third panty spoiler by
siphoning votes from Democrats, “I'm not shutting the door (on a
third-party bid), but I'm close to shutting the door,”

Sharpton’s strategy is to cobble together a block of minorities
and liberals who believe the Democratic Party has drifted to the
right. His platform, which he outlined during the AP interview,
mncludes:

* Creating a federal law banning racial profiling, which he calls
“lazy law enforcement.” He said his position on profiling is
unchangeg since the Sept. 11 werror attacks

* Changing election laws to address “voter disenfranchisement”
in the aftermath of the 2000 elections.

* Opposing what he called U.S. military “aggression,” and cut-
ting the Pentagon’s budget. To fight terrorism, he said, he would rely
on diplomacy and better intelligence-gathering.

* Opposing oil exploration in Alaska and advocating research
into alternative fuel sources, Sharpton also advocates tougher auto
emission restrictions and tighter clean air standards.

Sharpton
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McKinney seemingly weathering

storm over her Sept. 11 comments

BY HAZEL TRICE EDNEY
NNPA CORRESPONDENT

WASHINGTON - U. §,
Rep. Cynthia McKinney steps 1o
the edge of the aluminum stage
on the Washington Mall us some
10,000 sign-waving, pro-Pales-
tinian peace @tivists applaud and
cheer.

The Georgia Democrat is in
her element. Her broad smile
belies the scorching controversy
surrounding her,

“You go, girl!" shouts a white
woman, kneeling on the grass as
the five-term congresswoman
begins to speak.

She talks to the crowd for 10
minutes about issues ranging
from the need for America to
internitionally “act in defense of
the weak,” to the “questionable
legitimiacy™ of the Bush White
House. But conspicuously, she
makes no mention of her contro-
versial accysations of prior
knowledge by the Bush adminis-
tratiog of the Sept. 11 terrorist
attacks, comments that for weeks
have drawn blistering personal
and political eriticism.

As McKinney leaves the
stage, she is shielded by security
guards. She shuns reporters
including NNPA's Washington
correspondent, whom she has
repeatedly promised an interview
on the issue, but canceled each
time.

McKinney recently told
Berkeley, Calif., radio station
KPFA-FM that there ought to be

an. investigation into whether the
Bush administration had prior
knowledge of the Sept. 11 terror-
ist attacks and whether associates
of the administration benefited
from the war against terrorism.
“There was adequate wamn-
ing. There were people who
failed to act on the warning. And
that’s what ought 1o be investigat-
ed,” smid McKinney, Georgia's
first black woman in Congress.
“What did this administration
know and when did it know it
about the events of Sept. 117 Who

else knew and why did they not
wam the innocent people of New
York who were needlessly mur-
dered?”

She pointed out that fermer
President Bush, the president’s
father, sits on the board of the
Carlyle Group, among America's
largest defense contractors. After
the terrorist attacks. Congress
approved a $40 billion defense-
spending budget through fiscal
year 2003.

She speculates: “And, so, we
get this presidency of guestion-

P by Lamn Burachy/Wichat |Fapie

Rep. Cynthia McKinney speaks to reporters in front of the Supreme Court in 1996,

uble legitimucy requesting- this
nearly unprecedented amount of
money 1o go into a defense Budg-
et or defense spending that will
directly benefit his father."

But McKinney offered no
proof.

The Atlanta Journal-Constitu-
tion editorial page editor, Cynthia
Tucker,  who is black. lit into
McKinney; !

“This lunatic theory has been
circulated (by conspiracy theo-
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HUD urges

ARTELIA C. COVINGTON

WASHINGTON - Housing
Secretury Mel Martinez, in a let-
ter to local public housing
authorities, is urging the use of
“compassion and common
sense” before evicting a family
from subsidized housing units in
the aftermath of the U.S.
Supreme Court’s decision to
uphold rules that force families
out for drug-related activities.

The justices” ruling upheld
the household responsibility
clause, which affects all mem-
bers of a household when one
member or even a guest is found
possessing or using drugs. This
clause — u so-called “one-strike™
rule — is explained in the lease
agreements signed by public

‘compassion’ in one-strike evictions

housing residents. Housing and
tenant rights advocates have
decried the policy as too harsh
and unfair because there is no
similar punishment for others
who may receive federal bene-
fits.

Martinez suys in his letter
that the rule is an important
enforcement tool to protect the
health, safety or right to peace-
ful enjoyment of housing
authority residences, but should
not be applied rigidly. About 3
million people live in public
housing.

“The enforcement of this
clause is left to the discretion of
each public housing agency:
however, | would like 1o urge
you, as public housing adminis-
trators, to be guided by compas-

sion  and
commaon
sense  in
respond-
ing o
cases
involving
the use of
illegal
drugs.”
Mar-
tinez’s let-
ter says, “Consider the serious-
ness of the offense and how it
might impact other family mem-
bers.

“Eviction should be the last
option-explored. after all others
have been exhausted.”

The letter is being received
favorably.

Catherine Bishop, a staff

attorney for the advocacy group
National Housing Law Project,
says she was pleased that Mar-
tinez had penned the letter. 1
think he needs 1o go further,
though.” she said; “This letter is
a good step and | hope Mr. Mar-
tinez doesn’t think it is the last
step.”

Bishop sisid that if HUD is
really serious about helping ten-
ants, it would also point out
where  housing  authorities
haven't been compassionate and
fix those areas. too.

Housing authorities are eval-
uated and receive points for the
number of people they have
evicted, but they are not evaluat-
ed on whether they were firm
and compassionate
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't_ff * Serve as a director; accompanist/section leader; member of advisory group.
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*» Small fee for packet and light lunch/refreshments.

Summer
Sing-A-Longs
For

Chancel (Senior) Choirs
3-Hour Sessions in June, July, and August 2002

* Study music selections and techniques for a year of service in the church.

* Participate in sectionals and mass rehearsals, as well as mini-round table discussions.

* Fellowship with colleagues.

* Explore techniques for:
Involving children and youth with your choirs.
Combining handbells and other instruments with your choirs.
Organizing chamber vocal ensembles.

* Share your successful ideas and experiences with others.

* Teach a favorite music work to the group.

* If interested, please contact Faustina L. Holman, Organiz-

er, for details:

Faustina L. Holman
Winston-Salem State University
Winston-Salem, NC 27101

(336) 750-2531




