
Life of sculptor will
be depicted at SECCA
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Frank Woods always thought
the life of Edmonia Lewis, the
first professional American sculp¬
tor of African descent, should be
told. It's a story of a woman of
mixed heritage who overcame
barriers of racism and sexism, in
the name of her talent and for the
sake of her art form.

At last, her story will be told
in the form of a play titled "Wild¬
fire: Black Hands, White Mar¬
ble."

Written by Linda Brown,
retired professor from Bennett
College, the play will chronicle
the life and career of Lewis,
daughter to a Native-American
mother and African-American
father, and the unbelievable obsta¬
cles she surpassed that subse¬
quently paved the way for so

many black artists to follow.
Born in New York, Lewis

spent much of her younger years
with her mother, who was a part
of the Ojibwa nation. Her educa¬
tion and art training took her from
Oberlin College to Rome, where
she journeyed to learn and com¬
pete with some of the best neo¬
classical sculptors at the time.

Once Lewis met and befriend¬
ed a group Of American female
artists, she quickly joined in their
struggle to gain recognition and
credibility, both of which she
received as she went on to
become a world renowned sculp¬
tor. Lewis' claim to fame occurred
when her sculpture "The Death of
Cleopatra" was exhibited at the
Philadelphia Centennial Exposi-

tion in 1876.
Woods, director of the

African-American studies pro¬
gram at the University of North
Carolina at Greensboro, explained
that the play grew out of his doc-

toral dis-
sertation
on Lewis
and other
pioneer
African-
American
artists in
the art
world dur¬
ing the
19th cen¬

tury. The
piuy i>

being produced thanks to a grant
awarded by the N.C. Humanities
Council.

Brown sat on the committee
that reviewed Woods' dissertation
and was always encouraged by
him to turn Lewis' life into some¬

thing more than a history lesson.
"1 had. in the back of my

mind, these stories as stories that
need to be told and celebrated and
certainly not forgotten." said
Woods about Lewis' road to fame.
"Thai's my purpose in life now
to have experiences brought back
to life."

Both Woods and Lewis are

hoping that the play will provide
audiences with a window into this
woman's real-life struggle and the
lessons learned and created by her
experience. With racism and sex¬
ism both issues alive and preva¬
lent today. Woods feels Lewis' life
is proof positive that societal con-

flicts with race and gender cannot
cease the drive and spirit of any¬
one determined to reach a goal.
Woods hopes those who watch
the play will witness that solid
determination in the portrayal of
Edmonia Lewis.

"We're talking about very
specific people (like Lewis and
other black artists) who have the
talent to compete with white con¬

temporary artists, but have the
resolve that nothing is going to
stop them." Woods said.

Brown says she is amazed by
both the talent and artistic strides
in which Lewis made a "very pro¬
hibitive" art form, where tools and
supplies like marble were very
costly. Nonetheless. Brown says
that Lewis' career speaks moun¬

tains of her courage and spirit.
"It's phenomenal. (Lewis)

said. 'Yes I can' in 1865, and it is
evidence of so much persever¬
ance. It's hard to imagine but
worth knowing about for every¬
body. She lived and did every¬
thing she said she was going to
do."

Much of Lewis' story will
focus on the racism and sexism
she encountered walls she ran
into time and again because
Brown says those subjects are

critical to include to accurately
capture the essence of Lewis'
achievements.

The play is free and open to
the public, with performance
times at 8 p.m. June 7-8 and 2
p.m. June 9 at the Southeastern
Center for Contemporary Art
(SECCA).
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Elizabeth Mitchell, co-

chair of the 2-1-1 com¬

mittee, speaks at last
week's news confer¬
ence as Congressman
Richard Burr looks on.
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questions or concerns as so

many did during the previous
anthrax outbreaks when 9-1-1
tirrncc Ampririi wa< immtlntetl
with callers who simply had
questions.

Drago expressed his delight
at the chance for the region to
enact this national system on a

local level ahead of the rest of
the nation, saying. "We have
benefited by having the vision
and really putting ourselves out
there and making the commit¬
ment. both politically and
through some leadership by
United Way of North Carolina
and in the four communities,
including right here in the
Triad."

Dialing 2-1-1 will connect
you to a call center at United
Way of Greater Greensboro
during daytime hours in the
week and at Wake Forest Uni¬
versity Baptist Medical Center
in the evenings and on week¬
ends.

United Way of North Car¬
olina began mulling over the
possibility of bringing the 2-1-
I system to the state three years
ago. A task force made up of
local United Ways was formed
to submit an application for the
2-1-1 system to the N.C. Utili¬
ties Commission and after
review, the commission award¬
ed United Way of North Caroli¬
na as "holder" of the number in
November 1999. The following
year, the Federal Communica¬
tions Commission (FCC) des¬
ignated 2-1-1 for the same pur¬
pose nationally after a request
was made by United Way of
America and the National
Alliance for Information and
Referral Systems.

According to Elizabeth
Mitchell, co-chair of the local
2-1-1 Committee, every state
in the country is working to
establish the 2-1-1 hot line and
North Carolina is the third
state, following Georgia, and
Connecticut. Mitchell hails
from the United Way of the Tri¬
angle.

"North Carolinians can

look at themselves as leaders in
2-1-1, and we certainly appre¬
ciate Congressman Burr's sup¬
port in helping us to be that
leadership in our community."

Mitchell said.
United Way of North Car¬

olina plans to work on making
c-2-l-l accessible to residents
throughout the state over the
next 18 months, a system that

can serve as a model for neigh¬
boring cities and slates across
the country.

For more information, visit
ww w. CallUn itedWay2ll.com.

Visit us on-line at
www.wschronicle.com
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To Meet the Mark is to achieve a

commendable standard. Did you

know the Adam's Mark Hotels and

Resorts has one the most diverse

staffs in the industry? Minorities

make up over 60".. of our total

workforce and more than 30% of our

management staff. "Our employees
completed a rigorous divcrsity-

a
training program designed to improve
customer service. Last year, we

increased purchasing with women

and minority-owned suppliers from

SI million to over $17 million.

We provided over S4(X),000 in support
to minority scholarships and

organizations. So why are we

committed to fairness and equality?
We value the diversity of our

statT.. and our guests.

Check into any one ofour 24 locations

and experience the Adam's Mark

difference. Call -800-444-ADAM

or log on to www .adamsmark.com

The Adam's Mark Hotels and Resorts.

Meet the Mark.
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All Adam 's Mark hotels and facilities provide service to all persons, w ithout regard to race or color, and

Adam \ Mark is ommitted to providing quality service and treatment to all ofits guests and patrons. Ifyou
H

believe that you have experienced discrimination or have been treated unequally because of your race or

color. Adam's Mark luges you to share your concerns with our Compliance Officer by calling the tollfree
number at S77- 754-9940.

Office depot
What you need. What you need to know.

Let Office Depot help you
find the perfect gift for the
dad or grad on your
shopping list. Our
knowledgeable, friendly
employees are here to
assist you in finding what
you need.from
technology to travel, or that
special gift Stop by today!

s199"\
FREE Shortcuts to Success Expansion Card
By Mail with Purchase of m125 OR m130. See store for details.
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PALM " m125 HANDHELD
Features the Palm" 4.0 CS. 8MB of memory
(expandable to 64MB). USB HotSync
cradle tor quick PC or Mac back-ups
Palm m125 HandheliM 12-937
Palm m130 Handheld 259-006 $279.99
Palm Portable Keyboard 755-391 $99.99
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2-PIECE LUGGAGE SET

*

Meets current airline carry-on requirements
2-Piece Luggage Set 374-814

r . ~ . ~

i Just in Timefor Father's Day! $4/1991
. SENSA CLOUD 9 BALLPOINT PENS 1H
1 Black Ballpoint 366-872 1 '
I Boysenberry Ballpoint 367-103 I
I Blue Ballpoint 367-004 IV t1 '

I Silver Ballpoint 374-000 Ik I

PDFP. 2-PK
lltb With Purchase of SensaCloud9 Pen

, Receive Refill 2-PK FREE with the purchase of a Sensa Cloud 9 Pen (366-872. 367-103. 367-004. OR 374-0001 .

1 Present this coupon at time of purchase. Limit one coupon per customer/item Quantities limited Sorry, no rainchecks 1

| or substitutions Valid lor in-stock items only Offer expires 6/12/02 Coupon redeemable in store only |

Office DEPOT 365-838! Coupon Code S0M '
. . . . . . . . . _ . _ .
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FREE Next-Business-Day Delivery
Order by 5 p.m. local time, and your order of $50 or more will be delivered FREE the Next Business Day (in our local trading areas) Deliveries outside ot our local trading areas will be assessed a delivery charge based on the total weight of the order

(minimum charge of $5.95) Please note: Fax orders must be received by 3 p.m to qualify for FREE Next-Business-Day delivery Sorry, special orders are not available for delivery in Alaska or Hawaii

Low Price Guarantee
Buy with confidence Our $12 MKm buyng power means guaranteed low pnces every day. Plus, our kmted time special oilers means we caopass even greater savings on to you In tact if you find the same product advertised lor less at any.oltiet office product
suppler.even up to 7 days alter your purchase.we'll matcti the pnce1 Instantly1 (We reserve Die right to limit quantities, ol course ad errors. doseKXils. clearances, and Internet oilers do not quality (

Call
* 1 -888-GO-DEPOT (1-888-463-3768)

To speak with a customer service
representative, 24 hours a day,

7 days a week

Click
www.officedepot com

Our award-winning Web site
is available anytime

Come by
« Call 1 888-GO-DEPOT

(1-888-463-3768)
to locate the store nearest you.

[Prices and offers good to 6/6/02 through 6/12/02 (unless otherwise noted) Some products and offers may be available in store oniy. I
Quantities limited to in-stock items onty. No ramchecks or substitutions


