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NBTF founder promises that gala will sizzle

BY COURTNEY GAILLARD
THE CHRONICLE

Larry Leon Hamlin is promising that opening night of the
2003 '\'.munnl Black Theatre Festival will be an “explosive
and majestic” evening.

Hamlin. the festival producer and artistic director, said all
in attendance can look forward 1o drummers and stars on the
streets of downtown Winston-Salem celebrating the festival’s
14th year. 3

Hamlin warns locals not to confuse their city with Holly-
wood for all of the limousines and flashbulbs that will be
going off amid the flurry of celebrities who will converge on
the area for the week.

“There will be a very positive, electrical charge in the city,
and it's a great deal of love, respect and dignity for one anoth-
er,” Hamlin said. “In addition, you will see some great theater
and an opportunity to hobnob with some of the people you see
on television and film....It’s truly going to be a ‘marv-tastic”
evening.”

Ossie Davis, left, and director George Faison pose at the
2001 Opening Night Gala.

The National Black Theatre Festival is a six-day event that
celebrates professional black theater companies from around
the country. This biennial festival also invites the estimated
thousands of attendees to take part in a host of seminars,
warkshops, vendor markets and performances.

This year's festival is being co-chaired by Melba Moore
and Maléolm-Jamal Warner

Festivities will kick off Aug. 4 at 5:30 with an Opening
Night Gala Banquet at the M.C. Benton Convention Center,

If you don’t have tickets, for get about it. They have sold
out (see page 46)

A celebrity procession of about 50 television, film and
stage stars will precede an awards ceremony. Among those
receiving festival honors will be Diahann Carroll and Philip
Rose, both of whom will be awarded the Sidney Poitier Life-
long Achievement Award. Carroll is known for her pioneering
roles on “Julia”™ and “Dynasty.” Rose was one of the first
white producers to hire black actors on Broadway

“{Rose and Curroll are being honored) because of their
profound contributions to black theater and the entertainment
industry as a whole,” Hamlin said. “What can one¢ say about
(Carroll)? She's legendary,” Hamlin said.

Following the gala and awards ceremony will be the open-
ing performance of Lillias White's “From Brooklyn to Broad-
waty 11" ot the Stevens Center at 9 p.m. White, considered 1o
be a “diva of Broadway,” wrote and performs this autobio-
graphical piece about her journey through the professional
theater cireuit

“She has a long history of working on Broadway. She
knows how to work an audience....l love watching her per-
form. She's such & veteran, and her voice is just truly amaz-
ing.” Hamlin said

A celebrity reception will follow the performance ut the
Adurm's Mark Hotel, where attendees can rub shoulders with
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“Roc” stars Charles Dutton and Carl Gordon have a laugh during the 2001 Opening Night Gala.

the likes of CCH Pounder, Richard Roundtree, Ben Vereen  ing and drumming to the streets for any night owls who want
and others. to groove into the wee hours of the moming.

The Otesha Dance Ensemble will make its regular appear- “The city of Winston-Salem will be transformed into
ance as it caps off the night by bringing some African danc-  black theater holy ground,” Hamlin said.




