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Formerly incarcerated women get their say in Medea Project

Schedule:

PECIAL TO THE CHRONICLE

“The Medea Project: Theater for Incarcerated Women™ fea
tures ex-inmates and actresses from the San Francisco area
Rhodessa Jones will direct members of the Medea Project.
which 15 a not-to-be-missed performance

In San Frincisco the Medea Project collaborates with pro-
fessional artists to engage incarcerated women and ex-inmates
in the process of developing and staging theamncal productions
in order 1o empower them to gain control of their lives

For more than 10 years The Medea Project’s professional
artists have worked with female inmates of the County Jail, and
with ex-inmates now living in the community. to develop and
lage theatrical productions at major San Francisco venues. The
tions tell the real-life experiences of the incafcerated
women performing on the stage. For the festival, the Medea
Project performance will include professional actresses from
the San Franciseo community as well as ex-inmates performing
excerpls from their past and current critically acclaimed pro
duchions

privde

The women of the “The Medea Project: Theater for Incarcerated Women.”
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Cultural Odyssey presents ‘Big
Butt Girls, Hard-Headed Women

SPECIAL TO THE CHRONICLE

In celebration of the 25th anniversary _of Cultural
Odyssey, Rhodessa Jones and Idris Ackamoor will femount
the celebrated, award-winning “Big Bunt Girls, Hard-Headed
Women” featuring Jones with musical accompaniment by
Ackamoor, The performance was a “sold-out™ hit at the 1991
National Black Theater Festival

“Big Butt Girls, Hard-Headed Women™ is o series of
monologues based on the lives and times of real women who
are behind bars. The performance utilizes theater, movement
and song to anchor words born out of the silence thit is so
particular to women who are waiting: women wilting lor
bail, for mail, for the latest word concerning their childien,
money from their men, the next visits Trom their sisters and
mothers,  or fon
ndvice  from  their
lawyers
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‘Potpourri Noir™offers smoreasbord of plays
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Cultural Odyssey locally premeetes
oviginnl jazz and theatrical prod
Lions, presents 1 Cy
Odyssey Performance Festival, and

conducts national ansd inlerna
tours, It also operates a series ol
community-based programs serving
inner-city  youths, female inmates

inid e x
Ackan will curate Cultural
Odvsseyv's New Performance in

Theater Series ut the 2003
3l Black Theatre. Festival
\ug. S5-9. All performances
ke place at the Somheistern
Contemporary  Arnt
SECCA) All show times are ot 8
Look for details about Cultur-
Odvssey plays throughout this

Lenter for

A scone from “The OG and the B-Boy.”
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