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News anchor Crystal Thernton is mistaken by many to be white and is frequently questioned about her multiracial ancestry.

The Complexities of Color

Two local women
share their black
experiences

This is the second article ina
series about the experiences of
light=skinned  Africin-Ameri
cans and the prejudices they
face.

BY COURTNEY GAILLARD
THE CHRONICLE

Crystal Thornton is used to the
stares she receives when she’s out
in public. Viewers often recogmaze
the Fox 8 news anchor from her
nightly newscast, Bot Thomton
knows that not all of the stares she
receives are looks of recognition.
Many times the onlookers are try-
ing to figure out exactly who and
what Thomton is.

“I think every time someone
asks you, “Can 1 ask you a ques-
tion? you know what that ques-
tion is going to be before they
even ask it Sometimes I go ahead
and say, “I'm black,"™ said Thom-
ton, who is onginully from Tope-
ka, Kan

At times when she is gues-
tioned about her ethmicity. Thigm-
ton said. she will run down thé Tist
of races that make up her back-
ground because some people are
not satsfied with her simply say-

ing that she is black

“I"'m very proud of all of my
heritage, very proud,” said Thom-
ton, whose parents are of myltira-
cial ancestry ranging from black,
white to Native American. Thom-
ton said her lingage can be truced
back o an Afncan slave and to a

Confederate general. ‘Her mother

prefers o refer o herself 45 an
“American” as opposed 1o saying
“black™ or "Afncan-American”
because she believes that best rep-
resents who she is.

“Because of her upbringing,

it's not that she doesn’t want 1o
admit that she has Alfrican-Ament-
can blood, but it’s just they went

through so much. It was hard on-,

them, and it was a different gener=
ation.” Thormton said.

Thomton’s mother and grand-
mother were plantiffs in the land-
mark civil rights case Brown vs
the Board of Education, which

See Complexity on A4
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Martha Clavelle is one of five biracial children born to a black

father and white mother.
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WSSU receives

grant to improve
neighborhood

BY T. KEVIN WALKER
THE CHRONICLE

From its brand new dormi-
tory to its soon-to-be finished
instructional _facilities, Win-
ston-Salem State University
h a s
changed
much
over the
last few
years.,

The
universi-
1y has
commit-
ted to
making Davis
equally
as noticeable changes to the
blighted neighborhoods
around the campus as well.
That effort ook a giant step
forward late lust month when
university officials learned
the school’s S.G. Atkins Com-

munity Development Corp
had received a $153.000 grant
from Federal Home Loan
Bank of Atlanta

Caral Davis, the executive
director of the CDC, said the
money will be used to pur-
chase 17 vacant or dilupidated
houses on East First and Fifth
streets and in Columbian
Heighis. The houses will be
rehabilitated and sold to low-
meome families

“The university feels a
responsibility to be a part of
the economic revitalizution of
the aren,” Davis said

The CDC, which is named
for the founder of the school
that became WSSU, was
founded in 1998 and already
has some success stories to
boast about. The CDC was
behind the four new and two
rehabilitated homes on Excel
sior Street. The CDC also has

See CDC on AS

Yearbook article
stirs controversy

at Wake

BY COURTNEY GAILLARD
THE CHRONICLE

Jakitn Wilkins, a Wake Forest
University freshman,  was
shocked and appalled by an arti-
cle that appeared in the 2003
Howler student yearbook. In the
story, WFL sophomore Nancy
Rhinehart questioned the legiti-
macy of the 14-vear history of
African-American  homecoming
kings and queens who have been
crowned at the predominantly
white school

“It was kind of a tumoff, but
overull Wake is a very good
school, und this is not going to
affect my  pedormance, and it's
not going to reflect on any of my
peers or teachers or the school
because of one person’s mistake,”
said Wilkins, a Greenville native
who is black

Wilkins was one of many stu-
dents who attended o public
forum Monday night at Wait
Chapel. Several faculty und
administration  members  were
present to discuss the editonal
comment in the article that has
offended so0 many students and
wlumm.

Forest

The comment called into
question nedds as follows from
page 100 of the 2003 Howler

“Composed of roughly 11
percent multicultural students,
our homecoming king and gueen
have failed to represent the entire
student body.” stiates the article
“Should Wake Forest continue its
12-year tradition of electing a
homecoming king and queen that
represent
only i
smiall por-
ton of
students,
or will we
change
our ways
and elect
the male
a n d
female

Oaks that  best
represent
our school ™

In reality, the last 14 consecu
tive homecoming kings and
queens- At Wake Forest were
black

Neither Rhinehart nor Alan
English, the student editor of the

See Forum on AS

The Dean Team

Locals work to elect Howard Dean next president

BY T. KEVIN WALKER
THE CHRONICLE

If the Democrtic presidential
ruce were truly the political drama
that many have called i, then
Howard
Dean
would be
consid
ered  the
leading
cundidate.

In the
last  few
months,
the [for
mer Ver-
mont gos
emor has seemmingly come out of
nowhere to become the front-run-

Hairston

ner in @ contest that is growing
morg and more congested by the
week. Support for Dean is on the
upswing. A recent poll gives him
the edge in New Hampshire
where the first pimary will take
place next year. And across the
country Dean has been drawing
rock Star-like crowds, even with
the presidential election more than
A year away

Support is growing here for
Dean every day, nccording to sup-
porters. Last week, more than 70
people  attended a  Dean
rally/informational  session
Central Library, where they were
served up campaign literature and
given an opportunity o jomn the
local Dean campaign

“Our main job is to make peo-

ple aware of Dean,” said Nancy
Wolfe, who along with her hus-
band, Don, have become the unof-
ficial leaders of the Forsyth Coun-
ty Dean team.

Although his official Web site
describes him as a “‘common
sense moderate,” Dean has been
labeled an unabashed liberal. Last
week's meeting drew a crowd that
shares many of the liberal ideas
that huve become main planks of
Dean’s platform. The crowd was
so left-wing, in fact. that some
complained about having to sit on
the right side of the room.

Bob Law, like miny Dean
supporters, first became a fan of
the former govermor afier Dean
publicly disagreed with President

Sec Dean on A9
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