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Black vote
critical

Emie Pitt

The  African-American
vote is dlways critical. but
this election year our vale is
absolutely necessary if some
candidates are to have a
chance of winning. The criti-
cal issue here is not so much
for whom you vote but the
simple act of casting one's
vote. You must muke a com-
mitment now ... today ... to
exercise your right as a free
citizen to vote. It is your way
of participating in the politi-
cal process. Please don't take
it for granted.

Also. it is a lot easier to
change things when you are a
part of it. You can’t sit on the
sidelines and throw rocks at
people when vou are not in
the arena willing to dodge
bricks yoursell. Some politi-
Cos count on us to stay home
on Election Day and leave the
voting to them. This year, the
first Tuesday in November.
I'm hoping that African-
Americans will flood the
gates of the polls and cast
vates in record numbers.

A suggestion: Start right
now —reading -and watching
what candidates say and what
they do. Listen carefully_at
their platforms. If you get a
chunce to go to a forum, go
and ask questions. What are
some things that are impor-
tant to you? It does not have
to be some sophisticated
philosophical rhetorical dia-
tribe about some complicated
issue that only God can deci
pher. How difficult is it for
your parents or grandparents
to pay for their medicine” Do
you have a job? What oppor
tunities ure available for
minority entreprencurs” Are
African-Americans  getting
their far share of government

spending”?

In fact. the most difficult
questions for politicians o
deal with are the simplest.
Listen to them and you will
see-how clever-some of them
can be. They never give you u
struight answer, That's one
good way to tell if a candi-
date can represent you: Do |
really know what hefshe is
talkimg about? Chances are if
you don't, you shouldn’t vote
for him or her

One interesting group of
politicians is judges. Now,
you wouldn’t think that a
judge would be a politician,
but hefshe is. Judges have to
stand for election. That
makes them politicians. |
don't agree that they be elect-
ed. | believe that they ought
to he appointed because when
you ask them a straight ques-
tion they really are prohibited

by luw from saying certain

things or making certain
statements, Why, for heuv-
en’s suke, then, are they run-
ning! Anyway, judges tend to
do their things once elected.

One way to judge a judge
I8 to go to his or her ¢ourt-
room a couple of times and
see how hefshe treats people.
Some of them think that they
are God Almighty, having no
sympathy or empathy with
anyone other than their
cropes: 1intend 1o tell you
about one when we make our
endorsements.  You don't
wiant to miss it becuuse thise
cat, uh; judge. is slick, and*1
want you to know how he
operates. We definitely need
to get rid of him, not her, but
him'!

Let's get reeaaddyy to rru-
ummbbllee! Y all stick with
me, ya hear? God bless you
Amen!

Ernie Pitt is the publisher
aof The Chronicle and the
chairman of the Housing
Authority of Winston-Salem
Boardh aof Commissioners. E-
mail W ar erpitt@ wschroni-
cle.com
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Still on the plantation

Harold
Hairston

Guest

When  African-Americans
were slaves, we understood that
if we had power, things would
be better for all people. We
would never put anyone through
the inhuman treatment we suf-
fered from plantation owners
and sluve masters. While we
provided free labor, our families,
friends and communities did not
benefit from our work. Once
free, we would never return to
this system of exploitation.

Now we have exchanged
one system of exploitation for
another. This new system
includes county commissions,
boards of education, boards of
election and ity councils,

Everyone seems to agree
that things have gotten better for
colored people, but | say that we

black folks are still on the plan= -

tation. The,colored people are
now Republicuns, live in the
suburbs and send their children
to private schools. We black
folks live eust of Highway 52.
We are Democrits becuuse there
15 no other viable political panty
and George Bush must be
defeated. Our kids go to public
schoals where the Bouard of Edu-
cation cares nothing about edu-
cating minority students,

The Board of Aldermen —
oh. I'm sorry, the City Council,
with four or five colored people
depending on whom you consid-
er to be a minority - totally
ignores the needs of arguably 50
percent of the city’s population,
While they are turning down
Wal-Mart on the west side of
town, there is very little public
imvestment in the black commu-
nity.

I have not forgotten about
the county commissiongrs and
Board of Education. We are
powerless against these planta-
tion owners. No matter what we
say or do, whites will always
vote together for what is best for
their families, communities and
inferests, 3

The vote will ulway.- be the
majority against two, if the two
blacks stick together. Blacks are
allowed only two votes on these
govemning bodies so power will
remain where it has always
been. It's time for a change.

Before you begin 1o think
that 1 am blaming white folks for
the black condition, 1 am not; |
wm blaming black folks for our
condition. Too long we blacks
have:. focused on whites to
answer all our concerns, The
destiny of any people lies with
those people. The whites control
both political parties, Democrats
and  Republicans, although
blacks are the only ones voting
for Democrats. Whites outnum-
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ber blacks and control the Coun-
ty Commuission (5-2), Board of
Education (7-2) and Board of
Elections (2-1).

The county commissioners
raise our taxes and spend a lot of
our money on Tanglewood Park
and then do not provide public
transportation 1o attend this
park. For poor people. even if
you can get to Tanglewood,
there is a $2 charge to use this
public park. Most of the events
at Tanglewood are designed for
the rich and powerful. This is a
publicly funded rich white coun-
try club, or, as I like 1o say, wel-
fare for the rich, o Republican
benefit from the county com-
missioners,

I heard one of the female
members of the Board of Educa-
tion say, “Why should we spend
money over there when all they
(blucks) do 1s cut and shoot one
another.” She was talking about
the new Atkins High School.
T'he answer is very simple: It is
our money, our neighborhood
and our children that the Board
of Education is pad to educate.
If the Board of Education were
in the private sector and only
one of two black students read
al grade level, the entire board
would be fired. The board would
also be fired if the same statis-
tics existed for white students. 1f
this board will not educate our
children now, they will pay to
support (welfare) or incarcerate
(prison) them later. Given,this
choice, it appears that the white
community would rather build
prisons than schools because
there is profit in incarcerating
black males.

As for the Bouard of Elec-
tions (BOE), rather than helping
1o vote. if you do not know your
rights, the BOE siaff actively
discourages black voters. | had a
discussion with the staff about
where early voting sites should
be located 1o allow the largest
number of voters to participate
Any political party (Democrats)
would place these sites where its
voters are. According to the

BOE, most Democratic voters
are in Clemmons, Kernersville,
Walkertown and  Reynolda
Road. We had to fight to get one
site at the Anderson Center.
Even white Democrats take care
of their constituencies while tak-
ing black voters for granted. It's
time for a change.

The Democrats and African-
American City Council governs
the city of Winston-Salem.
There are six Democrats and
two Republicans, three whites
and five blacks. This should
mean  that Democrats  and
blacks should benefit from deci-
sions made by the council. Can
you name one positive thing that
our community has received
from the City Council? Name
one initative put forth by your
representative. When was the
last time you were proud of the
benefits provided primarily to
our community”? Remember that
everyone benefits when his or
her representative is in office
because in election years repre-
sentatives promise to pay atten-
tion o our needs and desires.
This City Council spends mil-
lions on the Nissen Bujlding and
Adam’s Mark because down-
town needs revitalization. Name
a local black contractor or
vestor that will benefit from
the investment of our tax dol-
lars.

Wouldn't you expect that the
demographics of the city’s work
force reflect the population of
the city of Winston-Salem? 1
would venture to say that most
of the high-paying positions are
held by people who live outside
of the city. Why should our
laxes go to pay employees who
give nothing back to the city
while taking full advantage of
the benefits provided by our tax
dollars? It's time for a change.

The last voice of the freed
African-American  citizen is
being silenced. Community
Access Television (CAT-TV6)
was not funded by the majority
Democratic and black City
Council of Winston-Salem. This

does not make sense because a
lot of the CAT-TV shows are
hosted by blacks and two are
Democratic shows, including
“African American Caucus™ and
“Voices of Democracy.” Many
of the other CAT-TV shows are
about religion, another very
important issue to the black
community. This only demon-
strates thal neither the Democ-
rats nor the African-American
members of City Council give a
damn about our politics or com-
munities.

With the Winston-Salem
Journal, a daily newspaper, and
WSIS radio station appearing to
be wholly owned subsidiaries of
the Republican Party, there is no
outlet for African-American free
speech. This City Council is not
helping the black community
but eliminating our ability to
persuade the African-American
community to get out and vote
and participate in the political
process.

By the way, the City Council
and County Commission kept
their television station. Channel
13, government information,
does not address our issues and
concerns. The Board of Educa-
tion has Educational Access Pro-
gramming - Channel 12. |
believe both stations are_pub-
licly funded with our tax dollars
and give voice to the white com-
munities.

This City Council eliminat-
ed our preferred media for com-
municating with the African-
American communities, saying
our taxes cannot be spent for our
desires and needs. Everyone
knows that black participation is
good for the Democratic Party
and black communities. This
City Council votes against your
interests and needs. Vote against
them in 2005. It's time for a
change. If you think about it,
you know I am right.

Harold Lee Hairston is the
head of the African American
Caucus of the Forsyth County
Demaocratic Party.

Competing interests?

Bill
Fletcher Jr.

Guest
Columnist

Frecently attended -an event
concerning HIV/AIDS where a
representative of Washington,
D.C., Mayor Anthony Williams
mentioned in passing that $1
million from the federal Centers
for Disease Control and Preven-
tion had been cut from contribu-
tions to the District of Colum-
bia. He indicated that “compet-
ing interests” led w the loss of
the funds.

What immediately came to
mind was the question of what
could those competing interests
have been? The 31 million was
to be used for HIV/AIDS pre-
vention work largeting young

people, What is more important
than preventing the spread of the

pandemic’

“Competing interests” is a
very nice way of saying that
funds that should be in the fed
ernl budget for social services
are not there. They are not there
because of political decisions
made by this administration.

These  political  decisions
demonstrate, once again, that the
issue of HIV/AIDS is as much a
political issue as it is a medical
issue.

One million dollars cut from
the D.C. HIV/AIDS budget, yet
the administration has spgnt bil-
lions on the illegal
war in Irag. One
million cut from
the D.C;
HIV/AIDS budg-
@1, yet the adminis-
tration  beheved
that it was fiscally
sound to offer a

putting funds into the pockets of
the rich. This approach failed in
the 1980s, and it is failing again.

Now, however, we are talk-
ing about cuts that are going to
the bone. Not only are these cuts
taking place. but further admin-
restrictions are  being
placed on the usage
of funds. Whether
in the United States
Of Overseas, moeney
to address
HIV/AIDS is being
hamstrung by
restrictions on the
ability to discuss

Istrative

tax ¢t to the sexuality and con-
wealthiest portions dom usage. Such
of the population, straitjacketing

What this situ- effectively means
ation further that the bulk of
demonstrates  is Williams HIV/AIDS  educa-
that the crisis in tion becomes irele-

socinl services and assistance is
not the result of the absence of
funds, but rather that funds are
not being allocated in a manner
that addresses the common
interests. The fact that D.C. has
to suffer under such cuts is illus-
trative of the decisions that have
been wking pluce since the early
days of the Reagan administra-
tion to strangle the public sector,
and so limit its funds that there
exisls no room 10 mgneuver.
Social programs to benefit the
public are cut in the name of

vant. particularly o sexually
active youths, Thus, “competing
interests” becomes & question
not so much about which pro-
grams will receive funding, but
rather whether people will live,
or whether they will die.

In an atmosphere of ongoing
tension over whether and/or
when the next terrorist attack
will/may transpire, the
HIVIAIDS pandemic destroys
maore lives than Al Qaeda could
ever dream of destroying, Yet.
this fact s regulurly obscured

cach time the terror alerts are
raised and we are told that a
new, potential terrorist has been
identified, has become the
source of speculation or has
been apprehended.

“Competing interests”
means, as well, thdt while
Africa, Asia, the Caribbean and
Latin America should be recejv-

—ing substantial md to confront

nat only HIV/AIDS, but also
other illnesses. poverty. lack of
jobs, and environmental degra-
dation, this administration sees
fit to plow more money into its
illegal occupation of Iraq, the
creation of more military hard-
ware, and the further militariza-
tion of Third World countries, all
n the name of fighting terror-
ism,
Go figure,

Bill Fletwher Jr. is president
of TransAfrica Forum, a Wash-
ington, D.C.-based nonprofit
educational and organizing cen-
ter formed to raise awareness in
the United States about issues
facing the nations and peoples
of Africa, the Caribbean and
Latin America. He also is co-
chair of the anti-war coalition
United for Peace and Justice
(www.unitedforpeace.org). He
can be reached at
bfletcher@ transafricaforum.org




