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Charlotte mother with AIDS
puts her story ‘on paper’
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HIV/AIDS. is one of the most sensitive subjects in the African-American
community.

But that has not stopped a Charlotte woman from bringing it out into the
Own ’_’..-

For pears, DeVondia Roseborough has been an AIDS advpcate, using her
diagnosis to inspire, motivate and help bring those living with the disease /
out of the shadows. She has now put much of her story in a new book, “Put
It On Paper.””’

Billed as a true and triumphant memoir, the book vividly details her
life before HIV and after she tested positive for HIV\ﬂile virus that caus-
es AIDS, in December of 2003.

“What happens when you have so much to talk dbout? You ought to
put it on paper,” Roseborough said of her motivation to write the book,
which is available online at www lulu.com/devondia.

All her thoughts and feelings about the trials she endured before
and after the test have been chronicled in the book. It goes far
beyond her impassioned motivational talks, which she gives through
her Charlotte-based Rasberrirose Foundation, Inc.

Roseborough’s work and advocacy have made her somewhat of
a celebrity in the Queen City. She has been featured in the
Charlotte Observer, The Charlotte Post, Voices Magazine, PRIDE
Magazine, Creative Loafing and heard of on the city's most pop-
ular radio stations.

She received the 2004-2005 Volunteer of the Year award
from the Metrolina AIDS Project and has been hondred for her
community involvement -and advocacy work by the Alpha
Kappa Alpha sorors of Charlotte.

The mission of her Rasberrirose Foundation is to *posi-
tively impact the mind, body and soul of young girls — 10-
18-years-old — by nurturing self-love, self-allowing and
self-knowledge, through implementing values, spiritual
fulfillment, the sense of accomplishment and the respect for
self and others’in a loving and safe environment.” Roseborough’s focus

is young girls, especially black girls, because they are most at risk of contracting
HIV. All proceeds from “Put It On Paper” will benefit the foundation’s efforts.
Roseborough, a mother of two teenage daughters, is now working on a HIV/AIDS documentary

and penning her second book, “Baptizéd N° Warm Milk."”

To contact DeVondia Roseborough, go to her Web site, www.rasberrirose.org or email rasberrirose@aol.com.

sold online at DeVondia's storefront ar www.lulu.com/devondia.

“Put It On Paper"” will be
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Hereditary
Breast and
Ovarian Cancer

Although most cancer occurs by chance
(also called “sporadic” canter), in.some
families- there are more cancers than one
would expect to see by chance, Out of all
the breast cancers diagnosed each year,
approximately 7-10 percent are due to
heredity. Approximately 1 in 500 women
-and men have a mutation in certain genes
which makes them more susceptible to get-
ting cancer. This means that approximately
250,000 women (and men) are mutation
carriers.

What is hereditary breast
and ovarian cancer?
Hereditary breast and ovarian cancer (or
HBOC) is an inherited condition that aus-
es a significantly high risk for developing
these two cancers, often before age 50.
Most HBOC is caused by a change (called
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See Cancer on A13

State residents to be schooled
about dangers of shaking babies

SPECIAL TO THE CHRONICLE

reach the pércn{s of every baby born each yca‘r in

Child abuse prevention experts from the
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill Injury
Prevention Research Center and School of Medicine

North Carolina with the goal of significantly reduc-

ing the number of deaths and serious injuries that

occur when frustrated caregivers shake crying
babies.

and Duke University
Medical Center will under-
take a $7 million statewide
shaken baby prevention
project.

The project, the largest
and most comprehensive in | -
the country, is funded by “
the Centers for Di iy
Control and Prevention’ the | =
Doris Duke Charitable
Foundation and The Duke
Endowment and is led by a

“In a baseline survey
of parents of children
younger than two years
old in North Carolina, we
found that more than
2,000 of these children are
shaken, to a greater or
lesser extent, by a care-
giver each year and that
serious injuries result for
some,” said Dr. Desmond
Runyan, a professor of
social medicine and pedi-

broad coalition of stake-
holders from the National
Center for Shaken Baby Syndrome, University of
British Columbia and state and county agencies,
service providers and non-profit organizations.

State Sen. William Purcell, a retired pediatrician
from Laurinburg, and the North Carolina Child
Fatality Task Force announced the project Jan. 15 in
the legislative building in Raleigh. It is designed to

atrics at UNC and princi-
pal investigator for the

project.

Previous research has shown that shaking-babies
is both common and a leading cause of infant mortal-
ity. Nationally, an estimated 1,200 to 1,400 children
a year receive medical treatment after being shaken.

See Babies on A13

Heart
sSuccess
earns
Forsyth
award

SPECIAL TO THE CHRONICLE

Forsyth Medical Center has
earned a Bronze Award for
Initial Performante
Achievement through the
American Heart Association’s
Quality Improvement Program
“Get With The Guidelines."

The
hospital
will be
recog-
nized and
honored
at a spe-
cial din-
n e f
reception
in New
Orleans Voss
at the
International Stroke Conference
on February 21.

*“As the first nationally certi-
fied stroke center in the
Carolinas, we continually stnive
to improve our quality of care
and to decrease the amount of
time from onset of stroke symp-
toms o treatment.” says Robm .
Voss, vice president of neuro-
sciences at Forsyth Medical
Center. “We are very excited to
celebrate this new milestone.”

“Get With The Guidelines”
is the premier hospital-based
quality improvement program
for the American Heart
Association and the American
Stroke Association. It empow-
ers figalthcare provider teams to
consistently treat heart and
stroke patients according to the
most up-to-date guidelines.

The Forsyth Stroke and

Neurovascular Center is the first
Joint Commission certified
stroke center in the Carolinas.
The center has a 30-year reputa-
tion for excellence, providing
lifesaving diagnosis and treat-
ments for disorders of the brain,
spinal cord and peripheral
nerves, including Parkinson’s,
Alzheimer’s and stroke. Center
surgeohs perform moré than 800
neurosurgical cases annually.
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