A changing Washington

Obama’s new
home was slow
to integrate

By Davin LiGHrsias
Moi larchy Newipaper

ot too long ago, Barack Obama
would have found when he
moted his (omily o Washington

that his deughters couldn 'y attead the
same whools white children could
They couldn’t try on clothes or shoes st
most local department stores, of eat &
downiown lunch coaoters. Or see a pl
at the Nalional Theatre or & movie just &
block o two from the White House

I & family pet died, 1t would have to
be buried at a blacks-only cemetery

“The owner stated that he assumed
the duogs would not object. but be was
atd his white customers would,” said
Segregation in

a 1948 report on
Washington ™
Washingion Was largely a segregated
city until the mid- 1950s, & place where
new students o1 Howard University were
briefed on what we could snd coulda’
do.” recalied Russell Adamia, now & pro
fessor ementus of Alro-American
Stadies
If you go downtown, don’l try 1o
And don't try to buy staff
like showes

eal.” he said
you didn’t need

The majcc reason the segregation
wans less geography than polits nd
custom The city was ruled by Congress
andd the key commitice chairman. of
members were often white Soothernen
who boasted hack home sbout their
ahility to keep the
ruces separale
Sen. Thendore
Rilbo, D-Miss . &
member of the Ku
Klus Klan and the
author of “Take
Your Choice
Segregation or
Muongrelization
headed the
District of
Columbia panel
from 1945 o
1947

Washington
didn't have the widespread Jim Crow
laws that ruled much of the Deep South,
in Tact, when the District briefly had
home rale after the Civil War, laws gave
blacks equal rights in public places. Bor
ihe laws were forgotten and the city
ed an If there were Jim Crow

“opet
laws,” said Jane Freandel Levey, & his
torian for Cultural Tourism DC

Blacks could get served at lunch
counters, but they had to stand and est
Al the | ng depariment stores, cherks
“‘turn their backs at the approach of a
MNegro,” the 1948 segregation report
found Most downtown hotels wouldn't
rent roams te blacks

Some laws and rules separating
blacks and whites were on the books
Schools were segregated . Segregation of
federal offices — as well ak rostrooms
and cafeterins — became widespread
during the Woodrow Wilson sdminisirs
tion, starting in 1913 In some post
offices, partitiony were erecied o keep
the races & sl work

Housing covenants barred blacks
frosh many neighborhoods, often
wuee tmﬁ:m inste’ substandard hows <
ing. Al survey found that bisck
families were mime times as likely as
whites
repairs, four times as likely o
fNushing toilet and 11 times as likely to
Isck rumning water

The Washingion Resl Es
Code of Ethics in 1948 pat
stark terme )
section should ever be sold. remted
sdvertised o1 affered to colored people ™
The Supreme Court that year declared
such restrctive covenants anenlorce
ahle r
The barriors began to break o

No property
in a white section
should ever be
sold, rented, adver-
tised or offered to
colored people.”

- 1548 Washington Real
Estate Board Code of Ethics

Mambers of the 1843 Cardozo Migh School Victory Corps in Washington
stand at aftention. Washinglon didn’l begin dessegregation until the 1950s.

the years after World War 1I, but slowly

Actors” Equity pressured iis members
not 1o perform st segregaied venues
such as the city’s histonc National
Theatre. »

We stale now 1o the National
Theatre — and i & public which is
looking to us to do what is just and
bumanitanan that unless the situation
is remedied, we will be forced to forbid
our members to play there.” the group
which represenis thousands of actors
and stage managers, announced in 1947

The Natimnal Theatre, the city's pre
mier live stage, closed in | 948 rather
than integrate and showed movies
inutead It seopencd as a live theater
four years later, under new owners who
were willing to desegregate

Up the street, however, blacks sull

couldn’t go to many movie houses
First-run films were
screencd in & sinp of
theaters along or adjn
cent to F Street, then the
vity s major commencial
street, while theaters on
L] Sweel, the heart of
the black community &
commercial distoict,
showed the same Nlms
1o black asdiences
Many hotels would
welcome blacks only if
they were from another

Counry
‘Our visitor's best
chance (1o get a hotel
room) would be tn wiap & turban arcund
his head and register under some for-
wign name,” said the 1948 segrogation
report. “This maneuver was successfully
employed not long ago at one of the
capital ‘s most {ashionable hotels by an
enterprining American Negro who want
ed 1o fest the sdvantages of being & for
eig

Things began 1o chasfge in 1950
when X6 year-old Mary Church Terrell,
s civil rights sctiviat, tried 1o get served
in Thompson's Caleteria on | 41h Street,
sbout two blocks from the White House

Blacks weren't allowed 10 =it and ent
st most downtown lunch counters and
cafetering, In an affidavit, Terrell
recalled her expenence sl Thompeon s

“The manager told us that we could
oot be served in the restaoran
bocanse we were colored,” she
anid, and along with three
frrends she left the restaurant
and went o court. She targst
ed mber restauranis, snd in
June 1953, Terrell won
.5 Supreme Court ruling
that segregated esting
places in Washingron
were unconstitutienal -
because the “Jont lnws™ -+ —
of the Reconstruction eri
were still in force

Still, blacks were
often made to foel
unwelcome

lunch counter as a
lintle girl, wned the
server immediatels

’,.-'

asked her if she wanted some watermel
on. No. Herron replied. she wanied a
grilled cheeswe sandwich

Change came slowly. A black wix
who wanted 40 try on' a hal in & Jepan

ment slore woold be given a hairnet
first, whites wouldn't Blacks weren'y
allowed in fitting rooms and usually
couldn’t try on shoes

Blackn and whites attend
and supposedly equal. schor
Supreme Court's May 1954 Brown v
Board of Education decamion. Patnicis
Tyson weni to the all-black four room
Military Road School. five miles from
the White House

Teachers would signal the start of
Iass by ringing a handbell, but studenis
were in awe of what Tyson recalled was
an “electric bell
white school

The racial barriers gradually col
lapsed . though two glaring excep
remained

Olen Echo Park was the regiodi’s pre
mier wmusemeni park. where people
could ke the long streetcar ride on o
hot summer day, swimn in the Ciysial
P and dance the night away Hlacks
were excloded until 1961

Sports stadioms weren't ofl Iy
segregated ' and bascball s Washington
Senators got it first black player in
1954, seven yeurs ufler the spont was
integrated The owner. though, was seen
#a cool 1o black players

The Senutorn moved to Mmnesota for
the 1961 season, and in 1978, owner
Calvin Griffith reponedly told » local
Lions Club he chose that location
“when we found out that you only had
15000 blacks here.” Anid, he sald, “We

i separate
ntil the

up the road al the

ns

came here because you' ve got good
hard-working white people here
Football's Washington
Rodakine didn'y have a
black player until 1962,
and the 1eam’s fight

line urging the players
1o “fight for old
Drinie "
Today, fans are
wrged 1o “fight for
DcC*™

Black Americans
- in public office

Some cotabrated binck govermmant officials in U S hustory

Secretary of State
Condoleexza Rice

1954

Firat bimck woman 10 hold the of-
fice, national security aoviser un-:
der President George W. Bush:
advisad George H.W. Bush on
Soviet Unkon

Army General and Secretary of State

Colin Powell

1837

Higheat ranking Black officer in LS. history, first black secratary
of sinte; chalman of Joint Chiefs of Staf! during Parsian Gull
War

United Nations diplomat

Ralph Bunche

1804- 1971

Firnt black awarded Nobal Peace
Priza, in 1950 for having medial-

od Arat- lsraall fruce, and firit to

head a U.S. State Departmaont di-
vision

Supreme Court Justice Thurgood Marshall
12081993

Supreme Court’s first black justice, 19671991, as an NAACP
inwyer, won Brown v Board of Education of Topeka, the 1954
Supreme Court cane that overturmed “separate bt equal”
schools

Rep. Shirley Chisholm, ¢ !
D-N.Y.

1 3242005

First fdrmale black presiiential candidate, in 1972, il black
woman in House of Flepresentalives

Rep. Barbara Jordan,
D-Texas

1936 - 1996

First black slected o House of
Foprosentatives from South since
Reconstruction, mamber of com-
miftee that hedd 1874 Walergalo
hoarings

Sen. Hiram Revels,

R-Miss.

18271901

First black U S senator, slected In 1870 during South’s Recon-
struction

Rep. Adam Clayton
Powell Jr., D-N.Y.
19081972

Sen. Edward Brooke,

A-Mans

1919

First black slected 10 ihe Senale by popular vole, sarwed i he
Serate 10671979, awarded the Prosstentinl Medal of Free
dom, 2004

|
- y of Housing and Urban Develop a !
Robert C. Weaver 1
1907-1997
Nation's first biack cabinet member. sarving undar President i
Lyndon Johrson 1566- 10608 {
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