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Croshy Scholars Phon

Scholars Meredith Pendry, Lavadia Spaugh and El Roberts.

Crosby Scholars earn scholarships

SPECTAL TO THE CHRONICLE ute to the special friendship of Kathryn
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Blessings Foundation gives out
more than $35,000 in grant funds
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tunding for grassroots non
profit - organizations that
share in Blessings™ commit-
ment to human and ammal
rights, and preservation of
the environment and the
arts. Foundation offices are
located a1 823 R.l,‘}llnidd
Road and at 541-A Trade St.

Since 2006, the
Foundation awarded grants
to organizations globally
and locally that share in the
belief that that spiritual and

I'he Blessings Project
Foundation granted more
than S35.000  during s
spring 2010 grant ¢ycle and

through its emergency rehiet

program. which benefited
victims of the earthquake in
Haiti and local homeless

people

Grant recipients included
the Bethesda Center the
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Providing Eye Exams, Glasses and Contact Lenses
We are open to the public!
& Eve Exams performed daily by Willard McCloud Jr. MD, Ophthalmologist
<" On site lab/same day service on most Rx’s
& Complete pairs starting at $50 for single vision,

575 for Bi-focals & $110 for no lines

we're Better.. Because We're DL
[fb Opitcal Center
73 North Point Drive Winston-Salem NC 27106

rewt!

| Located directly behind the Nort! it Jeep Dealershug

| Phone: 1348-759-2257 or 136-759 il 10 Fan A 7R0. TR

| Email: Opticall ente

! Hours: Monday-Friday 8 am-4:30 pm
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for individuals who are blind or visually impaired
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of America
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What's Happening NOW in City Government
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The city budget would drop $10.4 million to $362.4
million and the city property-tax rate would increase
three-fourths of a penny to 47.50 cents per $100 of
value under the 2010-2011 budget City Manager Lee
Garrity has proposed to the City Counil.

Overall the proposed budget allocates $295.5 million
for operations and debt service, and $66.9 million for
capital improvements.

The City Coundil’s Finance Committee is holding
workshops this month to review the budget. The
council is scheduled to hold a public hearing and vote
on the budget on June 21. By state law, the coundl
must adopt a budget for 2010-2011 by June 30.The
budget would take effect July 1.

In his budget message to the City Council, Garrity noted
that the proposed budget spreads the impact of three
years of successively less revenue due to the economic
recession.” The proposal requires city employees to do
more with fewer people, smaller budgets, older

equipment, and without any increase in compensation,” he said. “It also affects our citizens with some
changes in services and modest increases in some fees and the property-tax rate.”

Specific budget provisions include:

® Eliminating 37 city jobs that are currently vacant, saving $1.3 million. Three other vacancies in
construction-related programs would be frozen and unfunded to save $195,000 more.

® Eliminating all employee pay increases, saving $1.2 million.

® Reducing operating accounts that will not substantially affect services to the public, saving $900,000.

® Deferring equipment replacements, saving $690,000.

* Implementing curbside garbage collection on Oct. 1 for all able-bodied residents. Those who are
physically unable to bring their garbage cart to the curb could elect to continue backyard service. The net
first-year savings, after providing roll-out carts to city residents, would be $176,000.

® Raising $900,000 by increasing
various fees and fines, including the
yard-waste collection fee, code
enforcement fines, some recreation
fees, on-street parking fines, and
off-street parking rates.

® |ncreasing the property-tax rate to
47.5 cents from 46.75 cents per $100,
raising $1.56 million. The owner of a
home valued at $130,000 would pay
$9.75, or 1.6% more, in property
taxes. The city last raised property
taxes in June 2007.

® Reducing donations to non-profit

community agencies to be consistent

with the budgetary savings required
of city departments.

PARTICIPATE in the budget process:

Free swim
lessons.

All city pools an

offering free swim
lessons this summer
thanks to the American

Red Cross and the

Rotary Club ot
Winston-Salem




