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mentary school opening in south
his commitment to the children ¢astern Forsyth County will be
of this county and not his party known as Smith  Farm
Davenport, the owner of his own The school is scheduled to
successful ion engi- open in August and will be locat-
neering firm, have to sell ed in Zone 1 between Hall-
himself to voters for the first time ww%ﬂudm
selected Republican Davenport mmmm“;m decided that Smith Farm will
time the doors will be closed. The exchange is expected to con- The on i S
clude about 8 p.m., at which time attendees will have an opportu- "“‘?P*“I uh:mmtwl‘::; ::nmﬂn&pumdkmwg ?mnmmm
mity to ice skate until 9:30 p.m. B e a_ndm_ miﬂnitu Chair Donny Lambeth, language immersion program
Book ules, making it difficult at times for them to attend. The that have formed through the - which has
T e s e founders admit it wmulwayaeuynrcomfmhblehn spawned ; The Voices
they felt m;ly honest conversation was the surest  of God's i and the — is its most
Inter-Racial Dialogue ). road to % ignificant contribution to the local .
McCuichan, a native of Monmouth, IIl., launched the ' ; “M"WM%-I
dialogue in 1992, inviting Stevenson, the then-pastor of ‘they generme o ot S e sadaniie-
Presbyterian and Eversley, pastor of Dellabrook ﬂﬂm hwmm“m meaning
Presbyterian, to break bread with him 20 years ago. It was ful ministries for .
a racially tumulfuous time both locally and nationally. The to have authentic relationships — which means relation-
white Los Angeles Police officers who beat black motorist PSSk S onl halt bl = Wt e
Rodney King were found not guilty after a heated trial m,:m mw!.msﬂmm“m
Eseélhemmmuﬂmny incidents nbhmmwfuy ” ul - 5

M::Cutchancallodlusfcllowmtomﬁmemo
could find a solution to salve the community’s racial
wounds. Stcvumn npauveofunyBolwn,NC had

1980s, prior to taking the pastorate at Grace. He admits he
questioned McCutchan's sincerity at first.

“Many African Americans have what we call ‘a
healthy suspicion’ (of whites). 1 was bom into Jim Crow,
andlgrewtminil,:o!amookn’edbyalloflhu,”uiddw
68 year-old, who has since retired. “...(But) Steve was
mmmdthubecanxcmvmmg He did not tum
away because I was not so responsive to his invitation.”

“I've always had a yeaming to get to know people who
were different from me,” said the grandfather of two, who
penned “Let's Have Lunch™ earlier this year in commem-
oration of the Dialogue'’s 20th anniversary.

The three men put their heads together and formed a
plan of action. They created PIRD, which brought together
the clergy and members of each of the three congregations
regularly for study, introspection and candid conversation.
It wasn’t perfect, McCutchan wrote. Some of the members
disagreed or argued forcefully. Some just plain quit com-
ing. All had other demands on their emotions and sched-

that we're in this to grow, we're
in this to be more human, and each of us has a role to play
in it. lt(tbcrchuouh:p)nsmgumddaepefd:mthe
differences.”

Over the years, the somachhasg:mwnto
bcludcmnbasofﬂn}ﬁlpmic.Munﬁmdeewixh
communities, all of whom are well represented at the
Habitat for Humanity build that the Dialogue spearheads
annually. Eversley, a well-known community activist and
advocate for social justice issues, said the relationships
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McCutchan, who retired from the pulpit in 2006, has
produced five other books and two CDs. He said he creat-
ed “Let’s Have Lunch” in hopes of preserving the legacy
of the group, and encouraging others to start their own
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“I wan lthemmmm:undthaifﬂmy'mw
nbom:;mneﬂm:gmd where they are, surprising
things can happen,” he said of his readers. “In a way, it
should be a book of hope. It is saying don’t despair
becmaelhmpuenﬁgeﬂmgmybm you can make
a difference, and you make a difference by getting togeth-
er with someone else. You start talking about it, and it mul-
tiplies. Building community is one of the things we can
use to tackle those things that divide us.”

“Let’s Have Lunch” sells for $9.99. It is available in
paperback and Kindle editions on Amazon.com. For more
information, visit www.smccutchan com.
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froition, so I'm on.
to the next one.”

w« Downtown
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35 new jobs. For
tion on or fo pre-
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Give a Meaningful
Gift This Holiday
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