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POLITICIANS IN THE PULPIT

Public servants pastor local churches
BY TODD LUCK
THE CHRONICLE

The tragic death of the
Rev. Clementa Pinckney, a
South Carolina legislator
and pastor of Emanuel
A.M.E. Church in
Charleston, S.C., shed light
on politician pastors, but
the dual roles are not
unusual.

Faith takes many forms
to many people, and for
some pastors, it takes the
form of service in elected
office.

One local pastor who's
an elected official is
Derwin Montgomery, who
was elected as East Ward

City Council member in
2009, when he was a 21
year-old college student,
making him the youngest
elected official in the state
at the time.

Three years ago, he
became pastor of First
Calvary Baptist Church,
which he'd been attending
since he arrived in
Winston-Salem in 2006.
Montgomery, a preacher's
son from South Carolina,
has been in ministry in
some form for 10 years,
having giving his first ser¬
mon when he was a teenag¬
e-

He said he'd always

been civically active.A col¬
lege internship at the social
capital building nonprofit
CHANGE (Communities
Helping All Neighbors
Gain Empowerment)
exposed him to the needs
of the community and
made, him want to get
involved with Winston-
Salem. He said he viewed
his roles as pastor and city
council member as comple¬
mentary ones, both serving
people.

"I don't think you can

truly pastor people without
understanding the social
context in which the people
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The Rev. Derwin
I Montgomery delivers

the morning message
at First Calvary ..'

Baptist Church, 401
NE Woodland Ave.
Montgomery is also
a City Council mem¬

ber and executive
director of the

Bethesda Center in
Winston-Salem.

ACT OF KINDNESS

rouw vy crui muuic in uk numon-oucni v.kokk

Scott Burwell, left, Dewey's Bakery fundraising sales operator, visits with the Winston-Salem Rescue
Mission Thrift Store stuff, volunteers, and men from the shelter as he and Blue Ridge Ice Cream
donate ice cream to all workers and customers in the thrift store to beat the summer heat on Thursday,
July 2.

Rescue Mission thrift store
workers cherish cool gift
BY NDCKI BALDWIN
PORTHE CHRONICLE

On Thursday, July 2, ice cream was distributed to
the workers at the Winston-Salem Rescue Mission
thrift store from noon to 1:30 p.m.

The workers, who endure extreme heat because of
the lack of air circulation within the old factory build¬
ing, push through the heat on a day-to-day basis with
no complaints.

The fiindraising operator and sales manager at Blue
Ridge of Dewey's Bakery, Scott Burwell, distributed

the ice cream to the workers. Blue Ridge ice cream
officials originally heard about the problem from
Lynne Garms, executive assistant at the Winston-
Salem Rescue Mission, and decided to help out. The
idea of Garms contacting Blue Ridge came from Greg
Cooney, the director of programs at the Winston-Salem
Rescue Mission, when he bought and distributed
slushies to the workers two weeks ago as a way to help
cool the workers off. This eventually led Garms to
think of another way to show appreciation to the work¬
ers that can also cool them off. This led her to Blue
Ridge.
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W-S.NAACP
prepare for
historic
trial, march
BY FREDDIE ALLEN
NNPA SENIOR WASHINGTON CORRESPONDENT

WASHINGTON In less than a week, a voting rights
trial is expected to begin that will challenge North
Carolina's restrictive voting law.

Whatever the verdict, experts expect to ruling to have
a ripple etlect in states that have
passed similar laws in the wake of
a recent Supreme Court decision
that weakened the Voting Rights
Act.

This fact is not being taken
lightly in Winston-Salem, the site
of the trial.

Organizations such as the
Winston-Salem Branch of the
NAACP are preparing for the
show of solidarity outside the
courtroom as the North Carolina
Branch of the NAACP prepares
for battle inside and outside the
federal court building.

On Saturday, July 11, from 6 to 8 p.m., the Winston-
Salem NAACP Chapter is sponsoring a welcome recep¬
tion for members, visitors and participants attending the
Voting Rights Trial, March and Rally, which culminates
on Monday, July 13. The Welcome Reception will be held
at the NAACP Enrichment Center, 4130 Oak Ridge Drive
in Winston-Salem.

Shortly after the Supreme Court invalidated Section 4
of the Voting Rights Act in the Shelby v. Holder decision
two years ago, a number of states rushed to pass voting
laws that civil rights groups say discriminate against peo¬
ple of color and poor people.

In its decision, the Supreme Court voted to annihilate
the Voting Rights Act that required jurisdictions with a

demonstrated history of racial discrimination to pre-clear
any election law change with the U.S. Attorney General
or a district federal judge in Washington, D.C.

See March on A8

Residents say testing for methane gas years overdue
*

BYTEVIN STINSON
TmrHynNinj

On Tuesday, July 7, the second round of test¬

ing for methane gas began in the neighborhoods
surrounding Bowman Gray Stadium.

Although they are glad to see testing continue
in the area, community members believe that it is
something that should have been done years ago.

Last month, city officials announced they
found methane gas levels as high as 50 percent in

the soil around the stadium and in the parking lot.
According to Keith Huff, director of stormwa-

ter and erosion control for the city, the methane is
likely coming from an old landfill that was on the
site some time ago.

Jacob Hughes, a member of Morning Star
Missionary Baptist Church, voiced his frustration
with the city. During a recent open meeting, he
said the city has known about this issue for years
and has done nothing to let the residents know.

"Why are we just hearing about this (methane

gas) now?" Hughes said.
"We know there was a landfill on the property,

but it hasn't been a concern until now," Hughes
said. "This testing should've been done years ago.
It seems as if they don't care about the people of
this community."

Initial testing was completed by Smith Gardner
Consulting Firm. Stacey Smith, president of Smith
Garner, said they do have information on a landfill
that was in the area in the early '80s but said any

See Testing on A8

o

1?
. ?
: < ^. Ov £
. -* xjz m O
= ° (X O
. § 3 2

S u ~

== O ^ P S P
ASSURED
STORAGE

o( Winston-Salem. LLC

¦¦¦¦ f

HH rJ

m


