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This Thursday, Aug. 6,
marks the 50th anniversary
of the federal Voting Rights
Act. Passed in 1965, this
landmark legislation made
the promise of the vote real
for millions of Americans
who had been excluded from

- participating in our democ¬
racy throueh violence, trick-

ery and intimidation.
As a 15-year-old, I don't remember hearing about the

passage of the Voting Rights Act in my house. We lived
near other factory workers in Winston-Salem, down the
street from the R. J. Reynolds Tobacco factory. We were
more focused on survival than on voting.

My deep passion for voting first came as a young
woman working at Bell South. It was through becoming a

part of the Communications Workers of America union
and learning about the history of collective action, labor
and civil rights that I began to understand the tremendous
power and potential in my one vote and the vote of all
those around me.

I became committed to registering as many people to
vote as possible, so that my family and co-workers could
use our vote to advance change. Through the collective
power of our vote, I believed we could shore up the gains
of the civil rights and labor movements, improve the qual-

ity of our lives and make a difference in our circum¬
stances. I still believe that!

Looking back, I can imagine that part of the reason no
one talked about voting in my household was exactly
because of how dangerous it was for poor, Black folks to
try to exercise their constitutionally given right to vote.
Even today, my mother cautions me about being too pub¬
lic, too out there, too involved. Voting wasn't supposed to
be for me, for us, for my community.

That's what the Voting Rights Act changed. Not
overnight, and not in every jurisdiction, but really and
truly changed. Voting truly is for me, for my community,
for all of us. I am a first-class citizen! To threaten my abil¬
ity to vote now is an attack on me, my community, our his¬
tory our soul.

Today, 50 years later, North Carolina is ground zero
for a new chapter in the nation's story of who can and who
can't vote. Right now, in this city where I grew up, a judge
is deciding the legality of H-589, the sweeping "monster
law" passed by the General Assembly to restrict voting.
Legislators passed it right after the U.S. Supreme Court's
decision in Holder v. Shelby, which eliminated the need
for North Carolina and other states with histories of voter
discrimination to receive federal approval before chang¬
ing their election laws.

I wasn't inside the courtroom each day the judge heard
arguments for and against H-589, but outside I've been

fighting like crazy against what it could do for voting in
our state.

As always, I am registering folks and educating them
about the importance of their vote. I'm also connecting the
dots between the history of Jim Crow-era voter suppres¬
sion tactics and the less in-your-face methods of today's
James Crow, Esq. Under the guise of removing fraud, leg¬
islative leaders are actually removing procedures that
worked effectively to increase access to voting for people
of color and young people, like same-day registration dur¬
ing early voting, out-of-precinct voting on Election Day
and pre-registration of 16 and 17 year olds.

I didn't know about the Voting Rights Act when it
passed 50 years ago, but I'm paying very close attention
to what happens in this moment.

It's time for the federal courts to stop the transparently
anti-voter measures enacted by the General Assembly. It's
time for Congress to update the Voting Rights Act and
again allow the U.S. Department of Justice to oversee
election law changes in jurisdictions with histories of dis¬
crimination. And, it's time for North Carolinians to stand
up and claim the power of the vote like never before.

Linda Sutton, a lifelong resident of Winston-Salem, is
the Central Piedmont Organizer for Democracy North
Carolina and co-founder of the Winston-Salem Voting
Rights Coalition.
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Those who want to
understand why Donald
Trump is so popular going
into this week's Fox News-
sponsored Republican
debate for the 2016 presi¬
dential nomination need
look no further than back to
the life and times of
Malcolm X, the much
maligned human rights
leader of the 1950s and
'60s, who, to the shock and
annoyance many
Americans, was much
loved in the American
black community during
similar times like these.

Malcolm X, like the
blacks whose cause he
championed, had nothing
to lose and everything to
gain as does Mr. Trump;
who, by similarity, might
as well amend his political
slogan "Make America
Great Again" by adding
Malcolm's tagline, "By any
means necessary!"

Donald Trump is all the

rage because he says what¬
ever he wants without fear¬
ing the loss of financial
support from deep-pocket¬
ed Republican political
action committees, the
Super PACs. Trump's
Republican challengers are
like -although quite cau¬

tiously the so-called
respectable black civil
rights leaders who dispar¬
aged and devalued
Malcolm, mainly because
they depended on white
liberals for money.
Malcolm had the Nation of
Islam behind him; while
Mr. Trump, by contrast, is
among America's richest
entrepreneurs, with real
estate around the world, to
which he flies to aboard his
name-emblazoned private
aircraft, decked out, no

less, in red, white, and blue.
Mr. Trump rides the

wave of his charisma,
celebrity status and inde¬
pendence; and like his fiery
forerunner, works the
media to his advantage.
Mr. Trump's Malcolm X-
like raw rhetoric and bel¬
ligerence reflects and
appeals to a large segment
of the white conservative
electorate; his intense
dread for politics-and-

politicians-as-usual are the
same anxieties felt by the
right wing of the GOP. In
the same way, but for obvi¬
ously different reasons,
Harlem's ghettoized blacks
in particular hung onto
their homeboy's every
utterance: "Say it!. Tell
'em!. Brother Malcolm!"

Malcolm was not short
on creating a whirlwind of
controversy every time he
opened his mouth, from

calling the assassination of
President JFK "nothing but
an example of the chickens
coming home to roost," to
the regular use of "cracker"
when referring to whites or
as when he described the
1963 March on

Washington as "nothing but
a circus, with white clowns
and black clowns!" A mas¬
ter at wordplay, biting
humor sarcasm, and black
idiomatic signifying and

speechifying, Malcolm had
no peer.

Donald Trump, like¬
wise, has no equal on the
presidential stump when it
comes to contentious and
divisive comments such as

he made about "rapist
immigrants" from Mexico
or his attack against "no
war hero," Sen. John
McCain. Many Americans
do a hue and cry when Mr.
Trump spews his broad¬
sides, but plenty of people
also respond with uproari¬
ous agreement when their
deliberately confrontation¬
al leader is at his best!

Speakers like Malcolm
X and Donald Trump make
moderates and middle-of-
the-roaders more plausible
and acceptable. But, as

Malcolm might have put it,
"Ain't nothing in the mid¬
dle of the road but white
lines and dead 'possums!"
Mr. Trump agrees.

The main differences
between Donald Trump
and Malcolm X lie in the
dissimilarity of their back¬
grounds and between their
beliefs, values and ideas
about the social, economic,
and political landscapes of
America and the world.
Also, Minister Malcolm X

was not incendiary just to
be provocative, nor was he
ever, like Trump, pompous
and full of himself, and he
was much smarter and
more well-read; but, as

givers-of-speeches,
Malcolm X and Donald
Trump who, unlike
Malcolm, also doesn't have
a political platform to

speak of. are cut from the
same cloth.

Whatever Mr. Trump's
run for the White House
looks like at the end of the
day, his supporters should
study the life and times of
Malcolm X and they will
see that The Donald, when
it comes to turning up the
heat, is not too unlike the
man some called Brother
Malcolm. If not that, they
might thank their lucky
stars that Malcolm X isn't
here today, speaking unbri¬
dled and unbought truth to

power and privilege.
Dr. Bill Turner is a

noted educator, writer and
thinker who called
Winston-Salem home for
many years. Reach him at
bill-turner@comcast.net.
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"Malcolm X, like the blacks
whose cause he championed, had

nothing to lose and
everything to gain as does

Mr Trump."
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America
is a country
of symbols.
These sym¬
bols are
emblazoned
in our minds,
often at an

early age.
They are all around us. As citizens in this
land several symbols come to mind.

The Stature of Liberty certainly res¬

onates with both native bom Americans
and naturalized Americans. "Give me

your tired, your poor, your huddled masses

yearning to be free," is one of America's
greatest expressions of freedom. I believe
everyone should take a trip to New York
and see it. It will make you proud to be an

American.
Having taken a few history courses, we

learned early on about the White House.
Of course it is where the President of the
United States of America and his family
live. The position of President is the most

powerftil in the world and therefore his
residence is guarded every day. I taught
high school in Washington, D.C. and was

honored to see it.
Every October, Breast Cancer

Awareness Month is celebrated. The Pink
Ribbon has become a symbol of passion
and progress. There are many events held
throughout the year that raise money for a

cure for this disease. All of us have tela-

tives who have had breast cancer. Pick up
a pink lapel ribbon, cap or T-shirt and wear
it proudly.

You can't discuss symbols and omit the
smiley face button. It has been around for
years and always brings a smile to our
faces.

All of these symbols represent hope
and happiness. Yet there are symbols that
represent oppression and inequality.

As we can all painfully recall nine wor¬

shippers were killed in a Charleston, South
Carolina, church just weeks ago. Upon
discovery, the alleged killer was pictured
with a Confederate flag. Since that time,
there has been a renewed and systematic
effort to remove it from the statehouse in
Columbia, S.C. On Friday, July 11, the
Confederate flag was removed from the
statehouse without incident.

South Carolina NAACP President
Lonnie Randolph said, "No lie can live
forever. That flag is a lie." Many agree
with his assertion. The removal of the flag
brings to an end a symbol that stood for
injustice and segregation.

The governor of the state, Nikki Haley,
led the charge to bring the flag down.
Now the state of South Carolina will be
able to host conventions and groups that
had refused to be there because of the fly¬
ing of the Confederate flag. For example,
the NCAA refused to host any national
athletic event in the state. Arguably, the
state lost millions of dollars over time
because of the flag.

Now that the exhilara¬
tion has subsided for a bit, let's reflect
upon this event and pose a question or two.

First, what if the nine worshippers
were alive today? Would the flag be up or

down? My perspective tells me that the
flag of the Confederacy would still be up
and the battle to take it down would still be
waged.

The second question is, now that the
flag is down, what does that mean for race

relations in South Carolina? I would like
to believe they will improve mightily and
that hate will turn into love. The officials
there took a big step in taking that flag
down.

So we can now see that good does
come out of tragedy. Evil cannot exist in
the hearts of people when good walks
through the door.

Ken Blanchard teamed up with Phil
Hodges on a book some years ago titled,
"The Servant Leader." Dr. Blanchard was

on the faculty at UMass when I was a

graduate student there. In their book, there
is a section titled, "Naming the demon of
fear." .

It could have been in the South
Carolina flag debate that both sides were

wrestling with the demon of fear for differ¬
ent reasons. Sometimes we are held
hostage by fear of the unknown and what
might happen. For those of us who grew
up in the segregated South, we overcame
fear and conquered it.

For the younger generation, especially

college students, a different kind of fear
lingers. It may not be as obvious but it will
still challenge you. Since you are in col¬
lege, then finish what you started.
Graduate from college determined to make
a difference.

If you see injustice, racism and sexism
speak up and speak out. Don't complain in
your inner circle and then be silent when it
is time to express an opinion. You will
find out soon enough that you will have to
make a choice in leadership between being
liked and being respected. I chose being
respected many years ago.

If you are already in the workforce,
then you must do your very best every day.
You don't have time to waste time. The
job market is tight and you can be replaced
at the blink of an eye. Your work ethic will
be one of your defining characteristics.

Be a symbol of high ideals. Cany
yourself in a manner that will exhibit char¬
acter, ethical behavior and compassion for
others. By doing this you will lead an
enriched life.

James B. Ewers Jr. EdD. is a former
tennis champion at Atkins High School
and played college tennis at Johnson C.
Smith University, where he was all-confer¬
enceforfour years.

He is the President Emeritus of The
Teen Mentoring Committee of Ohio and a

retired college administrator. He can be
reached at ewers.jr56@yahoo.com.


