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Family reunion
and NBTF lead
star to Winston-
Salem

BY FELECIA PIGGOTT-
LONG, PHD.
FOR THE CHRONICLE

Jimmie “JJ” Jeter per-
formed for the Teen
Theatre of the North
Carolina Black Repertory
Company before he com-
pleted high school at the
North Carolina School of
the Arts. He is currently in
his senior year of study as
a performer at The Julliard
School in New York City.

He came home this
week for two reunions —
his family reunion and the
National Black Theatre
Festival 2015. He will per-
form in the N. C. Black
Repertory €ompany’s pro-
duction of “The Glory of
Gospel.” Between prac-
tices for the production, he
found time to greet his
family members and
rehearse for the talent
show after dinner.

The theme for the 17th
annual family reunion of
the Gaymon, Gibson,
Miller and Ridgill families
was “Recognizing the
Accomplishments of Our
Past:  Celebrating the
Possibilities for the
Future.” The family
reunion is based on the
cultural movement of the
Harlem Renaissance.
Jeter’s Aunt Argress Polite
is proud that the commit-
tee chose this moment in
time to celebrate.

“The committee was
inspired by the works of
The National Black
Theatre Festival, which is
held in Winston-Salem
during the same time of
year that our family
reunion is held. We decid-
ed that we should focus on
the Harlem Renaissance
for the theme of our
reunion banquet,” she
said.

“The Harlem
Renaissance was a cultural
movement that spanned
the 1920s into the 1930s.
The development of every
major artistic and literary
form that we now associ-
ate with African-
American life and culture
can be attributed to this
period in our history,” said
Jeter. “We showcased a
short glimpse of the artis-
tic talents in our family

Jeter directed the talent
portion of the family
reunion. The theme for the
banquet was “Old
Hollywood Meets the
Harlem Renaissance. Jeter
presented “The
Renaissance in Revue.”
He welcomed the family
before the opening act.

“I want to welcome
everyone to travel with me
and open their imagina-
tions to the 1920s, the age
of The New Negro, The
Harlem, home of the
Cotton Club, Langston
Hughes, Duke Ellington,
Louis Armstrong, James
Weldon Johnson, Wallace
Henry Thurman and Zora
Neale Hurston,” Jeter said.
“You will go on a journey
that will challenge you to
think tonight. We want
you to hoop and holler
when the spirit moves you
and get up and dance when
you feel an itchin’ in your
feet, Tonight we will con-
nect our past with our
future with song, poetry,
and movement. Our fami-
ly reunion is about us, our
community, our legacy,
our conversations, but ulti-
mately, our history.
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A LOOK BACK: NATIONAL BLACK THEATRE FESTIVAL
Jimmie “JJ” Jeter comes home for two reumons

family reunion and the
gathering of people for the
Theatre Festival.

“The family reunion is
a reminder of where |
came from. It gives me
chills to think about love
and support of fa.mlly But
itis also scary sometime to
face the realities of today,”
Jeter said. “When you are
away from home, at school
dealing with various cul-
tures, it is easy to forget.
When I come home to my
family reunion, I am
reminded of who I am. I
am reminded there is a true
foundation; that is family.
I always look forward to
reconnecting with my
family in the theater, also.
The Festival is also a
reminder of who I am as
an artist.”

Jeter performed an
excerpt from August
Wilson's play “Gem of the
Ocean.” He also per-
formed the poem “Let
America Be America
Again.” He also chal-
lenged the parents in the
room with a monologue
based on Dr. Julia Hare’s
essay “State of the Black
Union Address™ in 2007.

Jeter chose the Hare
address to leave a special
message with his family.

“I love the way she ties
in family at the core of
decisions, of who we want
to be. It all starts in the
home. The community
holds us accountable. We
bear the responsibility of
our decisions. It starts in
the home first,” said Jeter.
“The older you get, the
more you see the impor-
tance of family. I want my
family to walk away from
the reunion with knowl-
edge. I encourage all peo-
ple to take the time for
reunions. They are great
reminders of who we are.”

Above
(L-R) Joi Jeter, Jimmie "JJ"
Jeter and mother Sonya
Waddell embrace.

To the left Jimmie "JJ"
Jeter performs a mono-
logue from August
Wilson's "Gem of the
Ocean."
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