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U.S. Rep. Alma Adams speaks with local educators and students durmg,an open
roundtable discussion at Mudpies Early Childhood Learning Center.

Congresswoman Alma Adams invited members of the WS/FCS School Board,

!eachers students and educators to roundtable discussion on Wednesday, August

Adams, school board discuss early
childhood education issues

BY TEVIN STINSON
THE CHRONICLE

US. Rep. Alma Adams
sat down with members of
the Winston-Salem/Forsyth
County school board and
other educators in Winston-
Salem on Wednesday, Aug.
19, to discuss the impor-
tance of early childhood
education.

Adams, a former edu-
cator, expressed her dis-
pleasure with what is hap-
pening with education in
the state and said she is
doing all she can to
improve the situation.

“There is a lot going on
in Congress right now that
should concern you,” said
Adams. “A lot of what is
going on I am not pleased
with.”

*“That is why I wanted
to come here today to hear
your opinions so that we
can come up with other
plans to attack the issues in
our school systems.”

The round table discus-

sion took place at Mudpies
Early Learmning Center and
allowed school board
members, teachers, educa-
tors, and students from the
area a chance to voice their
concerns about the school
system before the upcom-
ing school year.

Before the start of the
roundtable discussion,
Adams toured the Mudpies
facility. After the tour, she
said she was very
impressed with what she
saw inside the learning
center, located on East
Seventh Street in down-
town Winston-Salem.

“I don’t know what I
expected. I had never seen
the facility before, but I
must admit that [ am very
impressed,” said Adams.
“If T had little children,
clearly I would be bringing
them over here.”

Adams, who serves on
the education and work-
force  committees in
Washington, D.C., went on
to talk about how important

“I don’t know what I
expected. I had never seen
the facility before, but I
must admit that
I am very impressed.”
- U.S. Rep. Alma Adams

early childhood learning is
to the development of stu-
dents.

While working with the
education committee,
Adams said she has been
working to gain the re-
authorization of ESEA
(Elementary and
Secondary Education Act),
which emphasizes equal
access to education for all.

It is well documented
that in recent years the state
has asked its teachers to do
more with less. Over the
last decade, teacher salaries
fell farther in North
Carolina than any other
state.

“It is shameful that we
don’t pay our teachers what
they deserve,” said Adams.
“We need our best people
working with our youngest
students to build that foun-
dation.”

Tony Burton, chief
executive director of
Mudpies, said it is hard to
maintain faculty when they
don't have the funds to pay.

“It’s hard to keep facul-
ty members when we can
only afford to pay them
minimum wage,” said
Burton. “In this field, you
must have a four-year
degree. There is no reason
why I should have to pay

them less than
deserve.”

School board members
talked about early educa-
tion centers that are not
doing what they should to
develop children. Deanna
Taylor said it is important
that these early “leamning
centers” be held account-
able.

“We aren’t holding
these facilities that are call-
ing themselves learning
centers to their word,” said
Taylor. “Accountability is a
big issue. We have to make
sure they are doing what
they say they're doing.”

A number of students
from the area also got a
chance to voice their opin-
ions on the importance of
early childhood education
and development.

LaSonya Killian, a jun-
ior at Carver High School,
said it is important that a
strong foundation is built to
prepare students for their
futures.

“If we set the founda-

they

tion by the time these stu-
dents get to high school
there won't be a question
on if they want to go to col-
lege. They will already
know and be on the nght
path.” LaSonya said.

Rodney Ellis, president
of the North Carolina
Association of Educators
thanked C Adams for put-
ting the roundtable together
to improve the future of the
students in the area.

“Congresswoman
Adams is the first person to
ever bring these groups ol
people together to talk
about the issues we have. |
applaud her for that.”

After the roundtable
discussion, Adams talked
about the importance of lis-
tening to those who are in
the classrooms and work-
ing with the students every
day to better understand the
issues they face.

“To fully understand
the people you are serving
you have to walk the
walk,” Adams said.

Clean. Safe. Secure.
Closing coal ash basins in the Carolinas.

Across the Carolinas, we're making significant progress to clean up and
permanently close all our coal ash basins. We've partnered with some of the
nation's top scientists and engineers to develop smart, effective ways to safely
close basins and protect our communities’ natural resources. We're setting a
new standard in leading the Carolinas to a safer, cleaner energy future.

@ENERGY. www.duke-energy.com/SafeBasinClosure

Quick fact:

We recycle nearly half of the coal ash
produced by our company today and are
looking for new ways to safely reuse even
more of this valuable construction material.
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