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13th Amendment, which
freed slaves; is recognized

BY JANELLE BERRY
HOWARD UNIVERSITY NEWS SERVICE

WASHINGTON - Ask Americans
what the Emancipation Proclamation is
and most who know of President Abraham
Lincoln’s executive order will respond like
20-year-old Ebony Harris, a student of
Howard University from Chicago, Illinois,
and say, “Isn’t that the thing that freed the
slaves?”

But; the Emancipation Proclamation
did not actually free the slaves. It freed 3
million of the 4 million slaves in states that
were in revolt against the Union during the
Civil War, and it was not permanent.

[The Winston-Salem/Forsyth County
Emancipation Association holds an annual
ceremony commemorating the
Emancipation Proclamation every Jan. 1.]

Ask people about the 13th Amendment
to the Constitution, and most responses
sound like Josephine Jacob-Cox, a sched-
ule manager for the New York City Transit
Authority.

“Does it have something to do with
voting,” Jacob-Cox asked.

Actually, this was the law that freed the
slaves.

[On Dec. 4, N.C. Chief Justice Mark
Martin and other state officials gathered in
the State Capitol to commemorate the
150th anniversary of North Carolina's rati-
fication of the 13th Amendment to the U.S.
Constitution. North Carolina had the not-
so-glorious distinction of being the next-
to-last state to approve it.]

Had it not been for that amendment
150 years ago, there may not be a U.S.
Attorney General Loretta Lynch, media
mogul Oprah Winfrey, billionaire Robert
Johnson, Xerox President Ursula Bumns,
music impresario Sean “Diddy” Combs,
“Empire,” R&B music, hip hop or rap, the
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr,
Washington Mayor Muriel Bowser or
President Barack Obama.

Obama and Congress paused to cele-
brate the moment 119 all white men in the
U.S. House of Représentatives would for-
ever abolish slavery and involuntary servi-
tude, except as punishment for a crime.

“Today, the issue of chattel slavery
seems 8o simple, so obvious — it is wrong
in every sense, stealing men, women and
children from their homelands, tearing
husband from wifé, parent from child;
stripped and sold to the highest bidder;
shackled in chains and bloodied with the
whip,” Obama said in Emancipation Hall
at the U.S. Capitol.

“It’s antithetical not only to our con-
ception of human rights and dignity, but to
our conception of ourselves — a people
founded on the premise that all are created
equal.”

Fredette West, director of the African
American Health Alliance and the chair of
the Racial and Ethnic Health Disparities
Coalition, expressed her happiness to be a
guest at the commemoration,

*“This commemoration was deep and
penetrating to the soul,” West said. “I wish
everyone had the opportunity to be here,
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but  it's
great that
the media
was here
80 the N

youth can hear it and take in the message
that was given today.” :

House Speaker Paul Ryan (R-WI) also
voiced his gratitude.

“The 13th amendment is just 43 words
long,” Ryan said. “It is so short that you
can almost miss its whole significance.
Today we celebrate this 43-word amend-
ment; this new birth of freedom. It is alto-
gether fitting and proper that we do this.”

Although the amendment’s purpose
was to abolish slavery, it was also a strate-
gy to end the bloody and tragic fatalities
during the Civil War of 1861 to 1865. For
four years, black and white Union soldiers
were fighting in the war together against
the rebellious Confederacy, causing over
half a million deaths. Fear of more tragic
fatalities caused Lincoln to threaten to free
all of the slaves in the US with the
Emancipation Proclamation in 1863.

Even after the Senate passed the
amendment April 1864, Lincoln aggres-
sively pursued the favor of representatives
in the House who opposed the amendment
by bribing them, offering his support in
their political careers and even convincing
them that the amendment’s purpose had
nothing to'do with racial equality.

The fear of granting African-
Americans the same constitutional rights
caused fear, therefore, creating the con-

stant battle to grant passage of the amend-
ment. However, on Jan. 31, 1865, the
House finally passed the bill, with 119 yes
votes and 56 against.

Once the bill was passed in January, on
Dec. 6, 1865, the bill was ratified, declar-
ing the end of slavery. Eventually, several .
states bégan to ratify the amendment to
their state constitutions, the first being
Illinois on Feb. 1, 1865.

Rep. Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) presented
first lady Michelle Obama's remarks on
her reverence of the progress of African-
Americans and the United States since the
abolishment of slavery.

“She said that ‘“Today’ — and I carry
this in my heart — ‘I hope that Sojourner
Truth would be proud to see me, a descen-
dant of slaves serving as the first lady of
the United States of America,” Pelosi
said,

In the ceremony on Wednesday, Dec.
9, Obama also gave reverence to the
African-American leaders of the past who
struggled and fought for the freedom that
all citizens of America have today, such as
Harriet Tubman, Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr., and Frederick Douglass. He also com-
mended Lincoln for being the president
that sparked the change that America need-
ed to see.

Dykes to address Emancipation program
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Rev. Omar Dykes, pastor of St. John’'s CM.E.
Church, located at 350 NW Crawford Place, will address
the annual Emancipation Association Program on Friday,
Jan. 1 at 11 a.m., at Moming Star Baptist Church on 1400
Fitch St. This program marks the 153rd anniversary of the
signing of the Emancipation Proclamation.

Others appearing on the program are: Councilman
Derwin Montgomery, Mayor Allen Joines, Sen. Rev. Dr.
Paul Lowe, Jr., House Rep. Evelyn Terry, Levitha Mack,
Attorney Raymond Marshall, Daniel Piggott, Dr.
Manderline Scales, Lam Dillard, Josephine H. Jones and
Dr. Leach. Alice Allen and the choir of Moming Star will
provide music.

Rev. Dykes is a native of Chester, Pa., and the
youngest son of Millie Dykes and the late Bobby Dykes.
He accepted Jesus Christ as his Lord and Savior at age 11,

answered his call and was licensed to the ministry at 13.
Dykes holds a bachelor of arts degree in history from
Miles College in Birmingham, Ala., and a master of divin-
ity degree from Phillips School of Theology at the
Interdenominational  Theological Seminary in
Philadelphia, Pa. Prior to coming to St. John's, he served
in Estill and Charleston, S.C. :

Dykes has served as the Young Adult Steward for the
CM.E. Church to the National Council of Churches and
the Churches United in Christ. He is the 27th pastor and
second youngest to minister at St. John's in its 95-year
history.

The public is cordially invited to attend this service
and witness the message. Scholarships will be awarded to
several outstanding seniors from area high schools. Rev.
Dr. Dennis Leach is host pastor. Wilhelmina Long will
preside.

[NCKETS ARE $100 FOR EACH EVENT.
CALL THE TICKET OFFICE AT 750-3220 FOR MORE INFORMATION.
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