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QEA's Pape Ndiaye (22) traps Word of God center Brandon Huffman (34) on the baseline in last week's showdown contest.

BY CRAIG T. GREENLEE
FOR THE CHRONICLE

A change of strategy sparked a second-quarter explo¬
sion for Quality Education Academy in its showdown
game against Word of God Christian Academy last
Saturday. The Pharaohs erupted for 27 points in that quar¬
ter, which set the tone for a 78-62 win.

QEA trailed by a point at the end of the first quarter
(20-19). By halftime, though, it was vastly different set of
circumstances for the home team. Jaylan McGill scored
all of his 10 points in that quarter and Deshawn Corprew
added seven points to propel the Pharaohs to a 46-34 lead
at intermission.

"Word of God is very good at the guard positions and
they tried to spread us out," said coach Isaac Pitts of QEA.
"When we were in a man-to-man, they were able to run at
us and the game was tight. So, we decided to play a

match-up zone. But we made it look like we were playing
man-to-man. That helped us to stay in front of them [on
defense] and that's when the tone of the game changed in
our favor."

This game proved to be a showcase for Corprew, a 6-
foot-5 shooting guard who's getting serious looks from
major-college powers such as Louisville, UCLA, Texas,
Florida State, Kansas and Oregon. Corprew delivered a

game-high 42 points. In the process, he put on a dazzling
display of mid-range jumpers, acrobatic drives and 3-
point shooting.

"As a team, we're still getting into a groove, learning
how to keep the ball moving against defensive pressure,"
said Corprew, who scored 26 points in the second half. "I
feel like I'm getting better at getting my teammates

involved [offensively] and being a leader on the floor. I
just want to continue to do what I've been doing to help us

get to the national championships."
The final outcome of this game could be viewed as

somewhat of a surprise. That's because starting point
guard Renathan Ono Embo is still sidelined with an ankle
injury. Word of God attacked QEA with a full-court press,
but the Pharaohs countered by having power forward
Marsellis Purvis help with advancing the ball against the
Holy Rams' relentless defensive pressure.

"The real key [to handling their pressure] was

Marsellis," said Pitts, whose team is now 16-3. "Since
he's very sure-handed and has a high basketball IQ,
Marsellis was able to help relieve that pressure. Once we

got the ball down court, we put it in Deshawn's hands to
make a play.

"When you have the best player on the court, you
can spread the floor and slow the game down, which puts
him in position to do what he does best. Deshawn is
among the top 5 in the country, and everybody knows
that."

While Purvis admits being elated with the victory, he's
acutely aware that there's a lot more basketball to play.
So, there's still more work to do in order for this team to
reach its full potential.

"Things went very well
^mm

tor us tonignt, said Purvis.
"But I'm not surprised with H
the way the game played
out. We prepared all week,
and we were ready. Sure,
we're doing well this sea-

son, but we still have a lot to improve on. As the season

progresses, you're going to see a better team."
Word of God (5-13) was led in scoring by Jalen

Fornes, who finished with 15 points, all of that total com¬
ing in the second half. Fornes, a guard, has signed with
UNC Wilmington. Brandon Huffman, a 6-foot-9 center,
contributed 11 points and five blocked shots.

No marquee match-up
The much-anticipated marquee match-up that was

supposed to feature Corprew and Rawle Alkins of Word
of God, never materialized. Alkins, a five-star recruit who
was the Player of the Year in New York City last year, was
absent due to a prior commitment.

QEA was originally scheduled to play Word ofGod on
Jan. 23, and in all likelihood, Alkins would've played.
However, the Jan. 23 game was cancelled because of the
winter storm and rescheduled for Jan. 30, which was the
same weekend that Alkins made his recruiting visit to
New York.

Alkins, a 6-foot-5 guard who's being heavily recruited
by the heavyweights of college basketball (North
Carolina, N.C. State and Arizona, to name few), had
already scheduled his official visit to St. John's prior to
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Gaining the upper hand
Javale Moore of Carver High School, on top, competes in the championship
round of the Western Piedmont Athletic Conference tournament on Saturday,
Jan. 30. Moore qualified to compete in the regional tournament that will be
held this weekend.

Sportsmen Club accepting
Sports Hall of Fame applications
FOR THE CHRONICLE

The Winston-Salem Sportsmen Club is
preparing for the. 2016 Induction Banquet
for the Winston-Salem Forsyth County
Sports Hall of Fame. To be considered for
nomination, an application must be com¬

pleted and submitted with a portfolio and a

sport resume to The Winston-Salem
Sportsmen Club, Inc. Hall of Fame com¬

mittee, P. O. Box 4353, Winston-Salem,
N.C. 27115-4353. .

The deadline for submitting applica¬
tions and portfolios is March IS, 2016.

Applications can be obtained from the
athletic director at any of the Forsyth
County high schools, by visiting the
Winston Lake Y on Tuesday nights
between 7:30 p.m. and 8:30 p.m., or online
at www.wsportsmenclub.org.

For further information, please contact
t Robert Wynn at 336-767-4656 or Chris
Kirkpatrick at 336-287-1707.

2016 CALL FOR NOMINATIONS
Winston Salem Arts, Culture, and

Entertainment Memorial Walk of Fame

Winston-Salem
v Arts, Culture and

Entertainment >

LaJ Memorial \
1)1 Walk of Famey

Honoring Winston-Salem residents who made a

significant contribution* in any of these fields:
MUSIC | DANCE I THEATER I WRITING I RADIO
VISUAL ARTS | MOTION PICTURES | TELEVISION

Nominees should meet the following criteria:
. The nominee(s) exhibited sustained excellence in his

or her field for at least five years.
. The nominee(s) made distinguished contributions

to the community and civic-oriented participation.
. The nominee(s) is deceased.
. The nominee(s) was a resident of Winston-Salem

for at least five years.

Nominations Deadline: Feb. 26
Application forms and more information at CityofWS.org/Walk of Fame

'A "significant" contribution would be iconic in terms of renown
and the Impact on the artistic disciplines or popular culture.

THE ARTS, CULTURE, AND ENTERTAINMENT
MEMORIAL WALK OF FAME WILL BE CREATED
OUTSIDE THE BENTON CONVENTION CENTERijp
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