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In many churches, some pro-
grams for the congregation take a
break in the summer just as schools
do. As parents think about their stu-
dents returning to school, many par-
ents also are thinking about returning
to church activities and how their stu-
dents can participate.

On Sunday, Aug. 7, the Galilee
Missionary  Baptist  Church’s
Children’s Ministry and Youth
Ministry held an informational ses-
sion to talk about the ministries and
what they offer children.

Lisa Smith, who is in charge of
the Children’s Ministry, said her min-
istry provides Children’s Church,
which will restart next Sunday, She
said the Children’s Ministry also will
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offer some new
programs, such
as recognition of
students’ good
grades.

“We just
want the kids to
know that we
recognize their
effort,” she said.

K & y a
Edwards is in
charge of the
Youth Ministry,
which provides a
Wednesday
Bible study. She
invited parents to
come to the ses-
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Parents, students and ministry volunteers attend an
informational session to find out about the
Children’s Ministry and Youth Ministry at Galilee
Missionary Baptist Church on Sunday, Aug. 7.

sions as volunteers to see what their
children are learning.
One family who doesn't

belong to the church was at the infor-
mational session. Sherril Gentry
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Pastor Omar L. Dykes prays during alter call for the safety of young black men across the nation on

Sunday, Aug. 7.
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The focus of the nation has been
fixated on the recent killings of
unarmed black men at the hands of
those who have swom to protect and
serve. Some choose to keep quiet as
to not offend while others speak on
what they feel is just.

Pastor Omar L. Dykes of St. John
CME. Church is the latter. His ser-
mon on Sunday, Aug. 7, touched on
the wrongful killings of the young
black men and related them to the
unjustified crucifixion of Jesus
Christ,

He said he was inspired to write
this sermon after reading “The Cross
and the Lynching Tree” by James H.
Cone. The acquittal of the police offi-
cers involved in the death of Freddie
Gray also spurred his interest on the
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—Pastor Omar L. Dykes

Gray, 25, died in Baltimore police
custody in April 2015. He sustained a
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fatal neck injury while in custody.
Although several officers were
charged in his death, none were cen-
victed. On July 27, prosecutors
dropped all charges against the three
remaining officers facing trial in con-
nection with Gray's death.

“What concerns me is we only
hear of the cases that are being report-
ed, and there are other cases that are
not reported,” said Dykes. “What is it
for me to be the voice of the voice-
less, those who have suffered and
been oppressed if I don't call for
accountability for those who perpetu-
ate the issue of shooting black bod-
ies? I also want to give hope to those
who feel like they have no voice and
say what we are experiencing, Jesus
experienced it as well.”

Dykes stated that he knows some-
times people have trouble identifying
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Lesson: Paul has
pointed out that Israel
was the recipient of
God's “covenants™ with
Abraham, Moses, and
David. He also points
out that the children of
Abraham who were to
be blessed were not the
“children of the flesh”
but were the “children of
the promise”... thru
Isaac. Paul used
Rebecca’s twins to illus-
trate God's choice for
His covenant promise
recipi In Romans
9:13, Paul quotes

Malachi 1:2-3 where the conventional thought is that we
should see God’s use of the word “hated” meaning more
50, “Jacob I chose, but Esau I rejected.” This is clearer
when you actually read Malachi and reflect on how God
in fact blessed Esau, just differently from the way Jacob
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