
Would blacks benefit from
nonpartisan voting map?
BY CASH MICHAELS
FOR THE CHRONICLE

On Monday, Aug. 29,
several retired state
Supreme Court justices
and judges co-led by for¬
mer Chief Justice Henry
Frye of Greensboro -

along with the nonpartisan
advocacy group, Common
Cause, released their simu¬
lated version of what a

nonpartisan congressional
map of North Carolina
could look like if state law¬
makers stopped using
redisricting for partisan
advantage.

The result the 13 con¬
gressional districts were
fairer and more competi¬
tive.

In the simulation,
Mecklenburg constitutes
the 13th District. In the lat¬
est legislative rendering,
Mecklenburg is the 12th.

If state lawmakers
employed the nonpartisan
approach to redrawing all
13 voting districts for
2020, when the next redis-
tricting is scheduled, not
only would N.C.'s con¬
gressional districts be con¬
stitutional, but African-
American voters would
still be able to elect black
representation to Congress
not only from the 1st and
13th Districts (which are

covered by the 1965
Voting Rights Act), but
possibly also the 4th
District as well, says Bob
Phillips, executive director
of Common Cause.

And that's because all
three congressional dis¬
tricts, which would be pre¬
dominately Democratic,
would produce black-
white coalitions of voters
that could readily elect an

African-American to
Congress.

It could be done,
Phillips says, if the state
legislature would adopt a

nonpartisan redistricting
commission to draw the
maps. Members of both
parties have expressed
interest in establishing
such a panel in the past, but
the lure of controlling the
redistricting process exclu¬
sively for partisan goals

has always won out in the
end.

Several weeks ago, the
U.S. Fourth Circuit Court
of Appeals ruled the 2011
N.C. Congressional maps,
drawn by the Republican-
led N.C. General
Assembly, to be unconsti¬
tutional because the 1st
and 12th Districts were
drawn to "stack and pack"
black voters, meaning that
they were moved out of
swing districts to give
white Republicans a better
chance of winning close
races with white
Democrats.

In doing so,
Republicans were able to
dominate the North
Carolina Congressional
delegation 10 - 3 over
Democrats, with Rep. G.
K. Butterfield in the 1st,
Rep. Alma Adams in the
12th, and Congressman
David Price in the 4th.

. Because of the appel¬
late court ruling, the March
congressional primaries
had to be postponed until
June with no runoff races
while the legislature
redrew the maps supposed¬
ly to ignore race, instead
putting a premium on

Republican partisanship,
maintaining the 10-to-3
congressional ratio.

The 2016 map has also
been challenged, but will
stand until the federal
courts say otherwise, if
they do.

According to Phillips,
the 1st, 13th and possibly
the 4th are drawn to be
Voting Rights Act [VRA]
compliant in the new simu¬
lated nonpartisan map.
Black Democratic voters in
those districts control the
primary process.

In the 1st District,
black voters are 42 per¬
cent; the 13th blacks are
over 34 percent, and in the
4th, blacks are over 31 per¬
cent.

Coalition voting is fea¬
sible in these areas, as

proven historically else¬
where prior to the 2011
redisricting by the re-elec¬
tion of Sen. Dan Blue in
Wake County and Sen.
Floyd McKissick Jr. in

Durham.
In the simulated ver¬

sion, because of how peo¬
ple are clustered across the
state, says Phillips, there
are several congressional
districts that are decidedly
Democratic, some that are

predominately Republican,
and possibly a handful that
are considered toss-ups,
meaning candidates from
either party could win.

"At least that would be
a map that is more in line
with where we are as a

state," says Phillips.
Instead of lopsided

congressional delegations
like 10-3, congressional
elections could easily pro¬
duce more even results like
7-6. But again, state law¬
makers would have to
commit to establishing a

nonpartisan redistricting

commission.
Phillips says the next

step is to continue to edu¬
cate the public about the
possibilities of nonpartisan
redistricting, so various
sessions will be held across
the state, in hopes of con¬

vincing lawmakers that
this is something North
Carolinians want.

Republicans may pay
more attention, says

Phillips, especially if
Democrats this fall suc¬

cessfully make consider¬
able election gains in the
state House and Senate,
not to mention other key
offices. The GOP may not
want to be targeted by
Democrats, Phillips says,
the way Republicans tar¬
geted them when the 2020
redisricting rolls around.

Jason Hensley chosen as new
exec, director of N.C. Bar
SPECIAL TO
THE CHRONICLE

Jason Hensley of
Morganton has been cho¬
sen to serve as the next
executive director of the
North Carolina Bar
Association. The appoint¬
ment was confirmed during
a special meeting of the
NCBA Board of
Governors.

Hensley comes to the
NCBA from Bernhardt
Furniture Company, where
he serves as senior counsel,
director of Real Estate, and
corporate secretary. He will
succeed Allan Head, who is
retiring Jan. 1, 2017, after
43 years at the NCBA,
including 35 as executive
director.

"Jason Hensley is an

experienced, proven leader
in both his company and
the Bar Association," said
NCBA President Kearns
Davis. "Allan Head has
devoted his career to the
NCBA's mission.seeking
liberty and justice in North
Carolina's legal system.
and Jason has the skill,
judgment, and dedication
to pursue those aims into
the future."

In addition to his work
at Bernhardt, Hensley is a

former chair of the NCBA
Corporate Counsel Section
and a current member of
the NCBA Board of
Governors. He did not par¬
ticipate in the Board's con¬
sideration of his candidacy.

Elizabeth Quick of
Winston-Salem, a past

president of the NCBA,
chaired the search commit¬
tee which unanimously rec¬
ommended Hensley.

"The search committee
received applications from
all over the country, and
personally interviewed
nine impressive candi¬
dates," Quick said. "Our
committee is confident that
we chose the right person
to lead the NCBA after
Allan's retirement."

Hensley is a 19% grad¬
uate of East Burke High
School and 1999 graduate
of Appalachian State
University. He graduated in
2002 from the University
of North Carolina School
of Law, where he served as
class president from 1999-
2001 and as president of
the Student Bar
Association in 2001-02. In
2014 he received an MBA
from UNC-Chapel Hill and
earned the UNC Kenan-
Flagler Leadership
Initiative Designation.

"I'm excited to have
this opportunity to serve
the members of the NCBA
and to support the impor¬
tant work of the NCBA's
leadership, volunteers and
talented staff in advancing
the legal profession and
serving the public,"
Hensley said. The North
Carolina Bar Association,
founded in 1899, is the old¬
est and largest voluntary
organization of legal pro¬
fessionals in the state. Its
headquarters are located at
the N.C. Bar Center in
Cary.

N.C. Congressional Maps: How they compare
Independent Redisricting Simulation (drawn by nonpartisan panel)
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Enacted Congressional Plan 2011 (drawn by legislature)
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Monday, September 12
4:00 pm - 6:30 pm

At the Downtown Winston-Salem Partnership Offices at
305 W. Fourth Street, Suite 2E, Winston-Salem, NC 27101

In this session you will have the opportunity to give your
input on the services provided in the Downtown
Winston-Salem Business Improvement District.

If you are unable to attend the meeting,
you can also provide feedback via these other outlets:
E-mail: jason@dwsp.org, phone: (336) 354-1500 xl, or

on-line: www.downtownws.org (look for public input tab)


