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Officer BJ*. Dawson tests Kyra Bixler on facts she studied on the WSPD dur¬
ing the drill completion at the 9/11 Public Safety Challenge.

ROTC cadets take aim in the marksmanship contest at the 9/11 Public Safety
Challenge.

9/11 competition
unites JROTC cadets
and first responders
BY TODD LUCK
THE CHRONICLE

The city and county
commemorated the 15th
anniversary of the 9/11
attacks by holding a com¬

petition for Junior ROTC
cadets at the Winston-
Salem Fairgrounds Annex
on Saturday, Sept. 10.

Now in its second year,
the 9/11 Public Safety
Challenge lets cadets inter¬
act with first responders
and even discover a little
of what it takes to be one.
Before it began, local first
responders did their tradi¬
tional 9/U procession. A
bell was rung and taps was

played for the fallen.
Elected officials such

as Mayor Allen Joines
remarked about the occa¬
sion.

"They tried to demoral¬
ize America, to dim our

spirit, but just the opposite
happened, America came

together," said Joines
about the country's reac¬
tion to the terrorist attacks
on Sept. 11, 2001, which
he said "may have been
our finest hour."

Then the competition
began. There was marks¬
manship with pellet guns, a

regular staple of JROTC
competitions. The close

orders drill competition,
another regular JROTC
competition, was judged
by Winston-Salem Police
officers.

The Public Safety
Raider Course let cadets
go through a course similar
to the one used to train first
responders. It included
clearing a fence, rolling
with a 100 pound bag,
climbing up and down
stairs carrying a hose with
firefighter gear on and then
dragging a 150 pound
dummy while wearing the
gear. .

'

Commemorations on
9/11 have a long tradition
of honoring first respon¬
ders, many of whom were
killed trying to save others
when the World Trade
Center collapsed. LTC
Willie McCoy,- JROTC
director for Winston-
Salem Forsyth County
schools, said he felt the
competition was a good
way to continue that tradi¬
tion and educate the young
cadets, most of whom were
too young to remember
9/11.

"It's a good commemo¬
ration to let them know
what America has gone
through, and I think the
more history they know
about 9/11, the more they

grow and learn to respect
what happened on that L
day," said McCoy.

All 10 schools with
JROTC programs compet- [~
ed. Jovell Moore, a senior
at Carver High School, had
the fastest time in the
raider course for the sec¬
ond time this year. He said
it was exhausting, but he
was prepared for it. He
joined JROTC because he
wants to join the Army and
follow in the footsteps of
his military uncles. He said .

if he changed his mind and
pursues a career in public
safety, he now knows he
can do it.

"It shows me what they
go through," Moore said
about the raider course.

It was the first year that
female cadets ran die chal¬
lenge's raider course.
Nascha Blue, a senior at
Glenn High School, was

among those who complet¬
ed the course. The daugh¬
ter of a retired Army
recruiter. Blue plans to go
into the Army, too. She
said the course has given
her a new appreciation of
first responders.

"It was intense," Blue
said.

Atkins Academic and
Technology High School is
the overall winner.

Forsyth infant mortality
remains at all-time low
BY TODD LUCK
THE CHRONICLE '

The Forsyth County infant mortality rate continues to be historically low.
That was among the findings in an annual report on child protection and fatalities

presented to county commissioners on Thursday, Sept. 9 by Public Health Director
Marlon Hunter and DSS Family and Children Services Director Victor Isler. The

report showed that in 2015, the infant mortality rate
remained at the historic low 6.4 per 1,000 live births
that it reached in 2014.

Infant mortality is when a baby less than one year
old dies. For years, the county experienced higher
infant mortality than the state average. Hunter credit¬
ed the turnaround in recent years to numerous pro¬
grams of education and outreach for families with
babies, including those that get health educators and
nurses out into those homes.

"We would like to think that it is because of all the
momentum and the effort we have put behind trying

v to maKe sure we raise awareness, Hunter said.
In 2015, the county had 55 deaths of children,Hunter which the report defined as 17 years-old or younger.

The leading cause of death was unsafe sleep in babies
with 10 fatalities. Hunter said the health department got a state grant to combat the
problem that will go to contraception at its family planning clinic and an educational
outreach program with cribs for families. |L
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DON'T GIVE JUST TO IMPROVE TODAY.
GIVE TO IMPROVE OUR COMMUNITY
FOR GENERATIONS TO COME.
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Our community's needs are always changing. That's why we're changing
the way we do things around here. With your help, we address our area's
most significant current needs, not the needs our community faced 20
years ago. We align resources and partnerships to affect the kind of
positive change that will create a brighter future for us all.
So, give because we want to break the cycle, give because it's working,
give because you know the why behind the way.
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The Case for a
New Forsyth

County Courthouse
With the safety of the judiciary and the public at the

forefront of our concerns, the Forsyth County Bar Association
has partnered with judges, attorneys, clerks, and law enforcement
to demonstrate the pressing need for a new, standalone, modern,

secure, and user-friendly courthouse.

Visit www.facebook.com/ForsythCountyBar
to hear from judges, court administrators, lawyers, and your

fellow citizens who support this project. When you have heard
our case, we hope you will contact our County Commissioners

to register your own verdict.
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