
Local groups offer help
for domestic violence
BY TODD LUCK
THE CHRONICLE

Two organizations in
the Winston Mutual
Building are helping local
domestic violence victims
and offenders.

Kenya Thornton found¬
ed both Community
Intervention & Educational
Services, which provides
intervention services for
domestic violence offend¬
ers, and the nonprofit
Eliza's Helping Hands
(EHH), which helps vic¬
tims in abusive relations.
She previously worked
with domestic violence at

Family Services, and in
2012 started Community
Intervention, a for-profit
agency that offers the
Creating Opportunities for
Others to Learn (COOL)
program for abusers.

The court-ordered 26
week program for both
men and women convicted
of domestic , violence

Kenya Thornton is
director of Community
Intervention <&
Educational Services
and Eliza's Helping
Hands, two domestic
violence-focused agen¬
cies that take up the first
floor of the Winston
Mutual Building.
offenses helps them take
responsibility for their
actions and helps them
change their behavior so

they don't abuse again. She
said it's effective, having

only seven repeat offenders
out of more than 2,000 par-
ticipants since 2012.

"If you can at least
intervene and get them into
a program, I'm not saying
it's going to heal every¬
thing, but if you can at least
intervene, you can keep the
escalation down," said
Thorton. "It keeps them
accountable for that 26
weeks."
Community

Intervention also offers
other services including
play therapy for trauma¬
tized children, supervised
family visitation, substance
abuse classes and couples
counseling.

Last year, Thornton
started Eliza's Helping
Hands (EHH), which she
named after her grand¬
mother, who had her own

challenges with emotional
abuse.

"She just always taught
me to help other people if
you can," said Thornton.

Law students in Wake Forest University's Domestic Violence Awareness
Coalition present a check to the staff of Eliza's Helping Hands for $1£35 on

Monday, Oct. 31.
EHH offers many serv¬

ices to domestic violence
victims including support
groups, courtroom advoca¬
cy, case management and
need assessment. Clients
are referred from the
courts, police, social serv¬
ices and some find the
agency on their own.
Thornton says many peo¬
ple in abusive relationships
will contact EHH to fmd
out what they can do to get
out of their situation.

Thornton is planning to

open an EHH transitional
home for domestic vio¬
lence victims next year,
though a location for the
facility hasn't been chosen
yet. It'll accommodate
men, women and transgen-
der individuals.

Unlike Community
Intervention, which is
funded by clients fees,
EHH depends on dona¬
tions. She said the commu¬
nity has been generous in
its support during the
group's many recent

fundraisers. Just this week,
law students in Wake
Forest University's
Domestic Violence
Awareness Coalition pre¬
sented a check to the
agency for $1,535 they
raised in a raffle.

For more information,
visit Community
Intervention's website,
pssofhc.com, and EHH's
website at elizashelping-
hands.org. The EHH Crisis
Line is (336) 865-0389.

SECCA exhibit examines national news coverage
BY TEVIN ST1NSON
THE CHRONICLE

Earlier this week, SECCA
(Southeastern Center for Contemporary
Art) opened an exhibit that responds to
national news coverage on a number of
heavy topics, including the Syrian
Refugee Crisis, the brutal killings of
unarmed black people and everywhere in
between.

"Dispatches," a collection of works by
34 contemporary artists and photojournal-
ists, is a artistic response to news reports
lfom 2010 to the present day. The exhibit
is divided into five different sections; Post-
9/1 1 Realities; Boarders and Migrations;
Ecological Justice; New Forms of Social
Action; and the 2016 U.S. Presidential
Election.

Through powerful images and thought
provoking messages "Dispatches" takes a

look at the lack of sensitivity to those
directly impacted by national and interna¬
tional news reports. According to a press
release, "the art works emerge from with¬
in, and in defiance of today's media from
real-time coverage to slower forms for bet¬
ter comprehension." SECCA curator Cora
Fisher said, not only has the Internet
changed the way we receive news; it also
has changed the way we consume the
information we receive.

She said, "Within that shift with the
Internet, the way we consume news and
information has changed as well," she
said. "We're getting a barrage of informa¬
tion and that can cause fatigue."

On one wall of the art museum, photos
of U.S. presidential candidates Hillary
Clinton and Donald Trump literally are

spilling onto the floor accompanied by
memorable quotes from both candidates.
Next to that is a black and white flag that

reads, "A Man Was Lynched By Police
Yesterday," hangs beside a photo wall of
people of different ages, races and ethnic
groups who are members of the LGBTQ
community.

Fisher said the way to overcome the
anxiety that comes with critical issues that
we are facing such as, racial equality,
immigration, and others is through art. She
said artists, photographers, and photojour-
nalists give us different ways of respond¬
ing

"Artists show us the way," she said.
"Artists put a certain sense of urgency on

things that we otherwise may already emo¬
tionally shutdown on."

Dispatches opened on Tuesday, Nov. 1
and will run until Feb. 19, 2017. The
exhibit will also feature artist talks and live
performances.

For more information and a list of
artists, visit www.secca.org.

nxxo by Tevin Sanson

Southeastern Centerfor
Contemporary Art curator Cora
Fisher discusses a piece that exam¬
ines the 2016 VS. Presidential
Election during a tour of the
"Dispatches" exhibit on Friday, Oct.
28.

BiilllMllHiillM nil RON ir i f
endorsed by

p|»i>]thj g|| ||»4'§ jltntji^llwimblwffhiil>lmrabwiwp?i^^^^^k^ t?>» Winston-Saiem Chronicle

In this election particularly, Every Vote Matters. That's why we urge
you to vote and continue to support Allen Joines as our mayor.

Rev. Darryl Aaron
Evelyn Acree

Council Mem. Denise Adam
Rudy Anderson
Nigel Austin

Aliza Diggs-Bailey Bailey
Beaufort Bailey
Claudette Bailey

Rev. George Banks
Rev. Dennis Bishop
Dorothy Bonner

C.P. Booker
Rudolph Boone
Jimmy Boyd

Constance Bradley
Dr. David Branch
Marie Burney

Dr. Tony Burton
Alan & Lisa Caldwell
Rev. Alvin E. Carlisle

Ruth Carter
Daisy Chambers
Claudia Cheek

Rev. Dr. Serrenus Churn
James & Brenda Diggs

Rev. Omar Dykes
Dr. Debbie Daniels
Owens Daniels
Sadie Daniels

Rev. Lewis Devlin
Rev. Curtis Dawkins
Tommy Douthit
Mutter Evans
Eric Ellison
Minnie Ervin .

Dr. Slyvia Flack

Walter Farabee
Michael Foster

s Robert Foster
Bishop Todd Fulton

Jerry Gilmore
Rev. Charles Gray

Mr. & Steve Hairston
Slyvia Sprinkle Hamlin

Representative Ed Hanes
Bishop J.C Hash
Rev. Dwight Hash

Bill Hayes
Barbara Hayes

Rev. Yvonne Hines
Rev. Benjamen Humphrie:

Harry, Jr. James
Rev. Donald Jenkins
Apostle S. D. Johnson
Dr. Constance Johnson

School Board Mem. Victor Johnson
LaFayette Jones
Harold Kennedy
Harvey Kennedy
James Kennedy

Landis Kimbrough
Chris Leake

Rev. & Mrs. James Linville
Dr. Larry Little

Rev., Senator Paul Lowe
Bishop Sir Walter Mack

Commissioner Walter Marshall
Rev. Toure Marshall

Bishop Sheldon McCarter
Reginald McCasklin

Bill McClain
Rev. John Mendez

Dr. Mercedes L. Miller
Sandra Jones Miller

Council Mem. Derwin Montgomery
Dr. Virginia Newell
Wayne Patterson
Andrew Perkins
Dan Piggott
Ernie Pitt

Albert Porter
Marva Reid
Billy Rich

Rev. Prince Rivers
Cedric Russell
Dr. Eric Sadler

5 Dr. Manderline Scales
Rev. Nathan Scovens

Ciat Shabazz
Jim & Clemmontine Shaw

Cassius & Lisa Smith
Rev., Dr. Samuel & Mable Stevenson

Michael Suggs
Linda Sutton

Council Mem. James Taylor
Rep. Evelyn Terry

Rev. Barry Washington
Janet & Butch Wheeler

Tonya Wiley
Marvelle Wilson Willoughby

Rev. Lamonte Williams
Commiss. Everett Witherspoon
Former Rep. Larry Womble

Mattie Young

T Allen IJ°m
MAYOR

JoinesForMayor.com


