Black Movies, TV News Briefs

“Jock Jewelry”

The newest fad catching the
eye of sports fans nowadays is
the jewelry our baseball, bas-
ketball and tennis stars are
.wearing around their necks,
Some feature necklaces ,
some religious medallions,
some their names embedded
in diamonds and some featu-
ring the “Muntu,” the new
national black symbol. No
matter what, this ‘‘jock jewel-
ry” is the thing today.

The critics were mixed a-
bout ““Timbuktu”, but the box-
office looks okay with a $300,
000 advance and theatregoers,
especially Blacks, flocking to
see Eartha Kitt, Melba Moore,
Gilbert Price, and Ira Haw-
kins who now has a featured
role. Melba, spokesperson for
ITT's “Big Blue Marble'’
drew a rave from one critic,
"“And Allah be kind,” he im-
plored. ““Give that vibrant
little chick Melba Moore a
classy new musical comedy
and let her shine forevermore,
or what passes for such in
Broadway's sands of time.”

Playwright Richard Wes-
ley's latest, ‘“The Mighty
Gents" is now trying out in
Washington, the first drama
by a black Playwright to play
the Kennedy Center. It's due
to hit Broadway at the
Ambassador Theatre on Aoril
13. In the leading role is
Dorian Harewood, last seen in
“Streamers'. Harewood can
also be seen in the new Charl-
ton Heston movie, ‘‘Gray La-
dy Down."” the busy Wesley
not only is writing a series
script for ““Roots: The next
100 Years.” He alsohasa TV

pilot, “‘Cool Breeze' that Alan
King’s King-Hitzig Produc-
tions is producing for CBS,

Thomas ‘‘Satch'* "Sanders.
coach of the Boston Celtics
received a plague from the

Holcombe Rucker Community
League during halftime at the
Garden recently during the
Knicks-Rockets game “in ap-
preciation for his interest,
dedication and involvement in
the Rucker Program over the
years.” Earlier some Harlem
youngsters got the thrill of
their lives playing in the Gar-
den as the Rucker-ITT Me-
morial Winter League’s play-
offs got off with the Boys of
Yesteryear _trouncing Mini-
sink,47-35. ITT’s yearly $50,000
grant keeps the league operat-
ing year-round. -

Baltimore native singer Re-
naud, who has been an open-
ing act for such as the Jack-
son Five and Sly and the
Family Stone is busy cutting
an LP of his own that those in
the know say will launch him

Paul Winfield
...Leading actor
on his own as a top entertain-
.er. He was once under con-
tract with Motown. They did-
n't appreciate him.

Richard Pryor's ‘‘Blue Col-
lar” and “Which Way Is Up”
are No.s 16 and 17 in the list of
*'50 Top-Grossing Films.” “A
Hero Ain't Nothin’ But A
Sandwich" is No. 21. Also still
on the list. in No. 43 spot. is
‘‘Short Eyes."”

An exhibit of *"Atrican In-
spirations’’ from The The De-
sign Works of Bedford-Stuy-
vesant goes on display March
14 at the New Muse at 1530
Bedford Avenjie, Brooklyn, in
cooperati th The Henry
Street Setflement and The
Brooklyn Museum. It will con-
tinue through April 11.

Sly Stone B
...Famed musician
Philly Newsman Claudee
Harrison, Jr. says reports-that
he's leaving the Philadelphia
Tribune for Metromedia are
.alse. i
James Earl Jones, now stir-
ing on Broadway in “Payl
loberson’’ makes a guest z-
pearance on ‘Sesame Street’
in the role of a Hollywood
superstar in quest of the per-
fect egg cream in a segment
~hich illustrates the pro-
gram'’s curriculum goal of ca-
reer awareness. He'll appear
in the award-winning TV se-
ries show that airs on April 5,
on the local PBS stations.
Former world heavyweight
champion Joe Louis, 63, has
returned to his Las Vegas

hom_e and reported makms
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Booa recovery from illness - "‘
that had him in hospitals for
thenrpast four months. He's MWMI
Iconfined to a wheelchair but
‘should be able to walk again with Us for

after therapy. Frank Sinatra,

| who reportedly footed the

Brown Bomber's hospital

bills said to be planning a huge D
benefit for him. O

Harlem hears that the once
‘famous Red Rooster bar and
dining room will be conver-
‘ted into a discotheque.

“Roots’ has become a big
hit in Germany. Newspapers
there report that 19 million of
the nation’s 62 million people
watched the first installment
and 20 million saw the second.
The mini-series is being shown
in 11 parts.
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Let our professional
ad staff create ‘some
“working'' sales mes-
sages for you . ., and
watch the results pile
up in profits!
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