
| Editorials & Comments 
Black Reflections 

Unce again it is February 
Black History Month a time to 
pause, reflect and reaccess 
where we have been and where 
we are going as 22 million black 
Americans. 

In over three-quarters of the 
20th Century we have come 
through the ravages of Jim 
Crowism, a technological and 
cultural revolution, progress in 
civil rights laws and moral 
commitment, a black power 
movement and into the era of the 
new racism and new challenges. 

The new racism is evident in 
—-Continuing State- of prnnnmif. .; 

depression that most black 
Americans find themselves in. 
Urban League head Vernon Jor- 
dan, reminded us of this recently 
in his State of Black America 
statistical report. In summary, 
he said the typical black family’s 
income is only 57 percent (down 
from 61 percent in 1970) of a-- 
white family,- black youth un- 

employment is nearly 60 percent 
and blacks are three times as 
likely to live in the grip of 
poverty. 

The new' challenges blacks 
face is in the need to recognize 
the wisdom in psychologist Ken- 
neth Clark’s observation that 
“black children...can’t develop 
pride by just saying they have it, 
by singing a song about it, or by 
saying I’m black and beauti- 
ful...’’ Racial pride, Clark in- 
sists, come from “demonstrable 

achievement.” 
Therefore, more important 

than planning projects and pro- 
grams to commemorate past 
historical events and highlights, 
blacks need to plan strategies 
and programs that will provide 
opportunities for determining 
our own destiny in the remaining 
decades of the 20th Century and 
beyond. 

This will require a renewed 
commitment, to the value of 
education, keeping sports in pro- 
per perspective, actively sup- 
porting black economic enter- 

strengths, establishing and 

maintaining relations with Third 
World nations, strengthening the 
black family and reaccessing the 
positive role the black church 
can and should play to improve 
the quality of life for black 
people. 

therefore, black history ob- 
servance is only meaningful to 
the extent that we use it in part to 
access where we are today, 
where we want to be tomorrow 
and a plan for getting where we 
want to be. 

Thus, while America is in the 
view of many experiencing an 

age of diminishing expectations, 
black Americans need to develop 
the philosophy of “entitlement” 
that has traditionally enabled 
whites to have a greater share of 
the “good life.” 

Housing & Political Consciousness 
uver tne past few years when 

the City Council was finalising in 
its mind a moral commitment to 
scatter public housing through- 
out all areas of the city, there 
was a concensus among know- 
ledgeable political observers 
that the commitment was un- 
waivering. Council reaffirmed 
this commitment by having 
some of their members join with 
some Housing Authority Board 
of Commissioners on a housing 
liaison committee last year to 
assist in the search for suitable 
scattered sites. 

However, when City Council 
finally voted on the scattered 
housing sites issue last week, a 

single vote resulted in the loss of 
a crucial rezoning request for 
one of the sites. This action has 
been interpreted by many to 
mean that City Council has 
altered, if not abandoned, its 
commitment to scattered site 
housing. 

Thus, while Council secured 
the required three-fourths favor- 
able vote for the contested re- 
zoning of two sites Sharon and 
Marsh Roads they failed be one 
vote to approve rezoning for the 
proposed Providence Road site. 
(The fourth site, on Muddy Pond 
Lane, did not require rezoning.) 

As a result of this action, City 
Council has been both praised 
and condemned, and applauded 
and defiled by people caught up 
on both sides of the emotional 
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tered site housing. Council mem- 
ber Pat Locke attempted to put 
the issue in perspective when she 
said, “We made promises to 
other neighborhoods five years 
ago to put sites in southeast 
Charlotte, which we haven’t 
done.” Ms. Locke should prob- 
ably be thanked for her thought- 
fulness. However, consistent 
with the democratic process 
which we like to believe still 
exists in America, the City Coun- 
cil of five or even one year ago is 
not the City Council of 1980. 
Council members were not on 
the Council five years ago and 
two of them were not on the 
Council last year. Therefore, the 
democratic process and the 
American political system al- 
lowed these new Council mem- 
bers to successfully seek public 
office with a commitment, we 
presume, only to vote their con- 
victions and therefore not 
necessarily to support prior 
Council commitment on any is- 
sue. Thus, it is our political 
system that affects the Council’s 
credibility and efforts to develop 
integrity with the public, not the 
voting decisions of any Council 
member. 

These observations are not 
intended to imply that we are 
satisfied with the decisions that 
City Council made on the scat- 
tered site issue, but rather to put 
in perspective the “why’s” of 
why things often happen as they 
do._ 
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Black Boot-Straps 

As I See It 
Controversial Issues 

By Gerald O. Johnson 
Post Columnist 

The political climate has 
created several interesting 
controversial issues. There 
is nothing I like more than 
controversy. I have always 
been tolerant of those who 
disagree with me after all, 
they have a right to their 
ridiculous opinions But 
this is As I See It. 

+ + + + 
THE DRAFT 

Everybody is griping a- 
bout the possibility of a 
draft. President Carter is 
proposing a registration 
procedure that would re- 

quire people 18 to 26 to 
register with their local 
Draft Board. The registrat- 
ion is it is said for 
standby emergency to al- 
low quick mobilization of 
forces if necessary. It will 
lead to a draft. 

out inis is necessary to 
reinforce the security of 
the country. Unfortunately, 
no one is convincing any- 
one of this. Blacks are 
screaming that it’s not our 
war. White folks are saying 
that i's o.k. as long as their 
kids don’t go So, it’s set- 
tled we can have a regis- 
tration as long as no one is 
required to register That 
is the American way. 

Black people (Negroes) 
feel that this country is not 
worth fighting for After 
all, it is the U S. that has 
oppressed Black people for 
over 100 years. 

White people (Cauca- 
sians) feel that giving up 
their cars, girlfriends and 
weekend jobs for the army 
just isn’t worth it. 

FacU Since the abolish- 
ment of the draft, the 
armed services have con- 

tinually deteriorated. 
Fact: In an attempt to 

meet quotas, recruiters il- 

Gerald O. Johnson 
legally accepted unquali- 
fied applicants. 

Fact: The ratio of pro- 
fessionals (doctors, engin- 
eers, etc.) all to enlisted 
men has dwindled to the 
smallest it has ever been in 
this country. The fact list 
goes on and on. 

inis country might not 
be perfect but there is" a 
whole lot right about it. 
Moreover, when it's com- 

pared with every other 
country on earth it stands 
head over shoulders What 
a lot of us forget it is was 

through military force that 
gave us this advantage and 
has made it possible for us 
to maintain it. It shouldn't 
be taken for granted that it 
has to be this way always. 

The rotational draft is 
needed as before to 
guarantee the quality and 
quantity of the armed 
forces The recent aggress- 
ion by the Russians in 
Afghanistan is only an in- 
dication on how weak our 
armed forces really are. 
The next test may not be as 
mild. 

Oh, the women, you ask. 
Of course, they should be 
drafted. I can think of no 

better way to boost morale 

in the fox holes. Might 
cause us to lose the war. 
but the soldiers wouldn’t 
care. 

+ + + + 
THE OLYMPICS 

Since the government 
does not sponsor the Olym- 
pic team it shouldn’t have 
any say on if the athletes 
should participate or not. I 
do feel the athletes should 
not participate. But it 
should be by their own 

_choice, not the govern- 
ment. 

After years of prepara- 
tion to compete for the gold 
it has to be difficult to 
accept that you can't parti- 
cipate for political reasons. 
But to participate would, in 
a sense, condone the Rus- 
sian aggression in Europe. 
It will hurt the Russians 
financially, not to have 
countries like the U S. par- 
ticipate. It will demon- 
strate that this country will 
not sit idly by and watch 
Soviet aggression take 
place. Moreover, the ag- 
gression is a direct threat 
to the control of the Persian 
Gulf oil capitol of the 
world So, it is not a quest- 
ion of the spread of com- 

munism, but rather the 
question of the shortages of 
oil. 

A side note If the price 
of gold keeps rising then I 
will be compelled to com- 
pete in the '84 Olympics 
myself Maybe I could win 
in the mouth-off compe- 
tition. 

+ + + + 
QUOTE 

One's perspective on any 
issue 

is directly affected by 
the issue affecting him 
directly or indirectly 

EQUAL 
Guns Or Butter? 

The Administration’s budget projects 
large increases in military spending over 
the next five years. It says defense spending 
will be $100 billion higher than “would be 
needed simply to maintain the 1980 level in 
real terms.” 
^ That’s a lot of money. It will come from 
foregone tax cuts, domestic programs, and 

The five-year total military spending 
would be in the neighborhood of one trillion 
dollars, double the preceding five years. 

A chance of that magnitude reflects a 

change in national priorities. Yet it has not 
been accompanied by the kind of debate one 

might expect to precede such a drastic 
decision. 

The easy assumption is that the military 
budget’s jump is a response to the brutal 
Russian aggression in Afghanistan and to 
the irrational Iranian holding of American 
nostages. * 

Not so. The budget was locked in place by 
the time the Russians started piarching, 
and most of it was agreed on before the 
hostages were taken. The jump in military 
spending was largely the result of promises 
made to secure the SALT Treaty’s passage, 
when it was still alive. ? » 

But the reaction of candidates and public 
alike seems to be favorable to the hike. The 
assumption is that the Russians have been 
building up their forces and we’ve got to 
play catch-up. 

That assumption can be questioned, and it 
ought to be before the nation commits itself 
to such a radical change in priorities. 

Some defense experts have pointed out 
that the U.S. and its NATO allies outspend 
the Russians and their partners in the 
Warsaw Pact. They also say Chat a large 
part of Russia’s strength is pinped down by 
China, while whatever increase is neces- 
sary for Western defense could be supplied 
by our allies. Their current spending levels 
are relatively low and their dependence on 
Mideast oil is greater than ours. 

i ne real question isn t whether we should 
match the Russians in military spending It 
is whether our defense posture is commit 
surate with our national security .ieeds. 

Looked at that way, it is debatable 
whether security is enhanced * by over- 
reliance on highly sophisticated weapons 
systems that incorporate costly-advanced 
technology of questionable reliability. 

Such systems regularly result in astro- 
nomical cost overruns and usd resources 
that might otherwise buy items that would 
enhance our defense capabilities more 
effectively. 

Recently, Secretary of Defense Harold R. 
Brown told a Congressional Committee: 
“We’ve paid too much for the last ten 
percent of performance, not only in invest- 
ment but also in maintenance and operating 
costs.” And he admitted that “there is a 

tendency in the military services and in my 
own office for people to be entranced by 
technology.” ; 

So there’s ample reason to take a 
hard-fisted approach to the military’s $40 
billion want-list of new weapons systems and to the overall jump in defense spending 

Few have pointed out the inevitable 
inflationary effect the spending rise will 
have. Prices of scarce materials and 
manpower will escalate. 
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From The While House ? 

The White House And Black Reporters 
By Alfred,) L. Madison 

Special To The Post 

The purpose of the press 
is to inform the public 
about events So media 
people do have an im- 
portant job Since the 
United States is one of the 
leaders of the world a 

super power, news about 
the activities of our govern- 
ment and its relationship to 
the other governments 
around the world are very 
important This does affect 
the lives of all of the 
citizens of this country 
This being a democracy, 
all citizens have a right to 
information about the act 
ivities of all branches of 
government, so they can 

participate, intelligently, 
in the democratic process 

White House and con 

gressional correspondents 
have the tremendous task 
of getting the news to the 
American people about the 
activities of these two 
branches of government 

Since there are just a few 
reporters that represent 
black media, and because 
the white press is not sen- 

sitized to issues as they 

Alfreda L. Madison 
especially relate to Diacks. 
the few members of the 
black-owned press have an 

added task of analyzing 
issues very carefully, since 
racism is still very much a 

part of our government's 
operation 

I've been asked often, by 
the black public, why 
blacks aren't called on 

more at the President's 
press conferences The 
only answer I can give is 

that the President's press 
conferences are just like 
everything else, we are 

overlooked by being both 

black and not rich, we 
deem ourselves extremely 
lucky if one of us gets 
recognized 

Just after the November 
press conference, when 
none of the blacks were 

-oallad on, -«nw hlaok oor 

respondent, remarked 
when the conference was 

over, "President Carter 
just held another lily-white 
racist press conference." 
Surely, there are many 
answers that we want to 
know in addition to all the 
general problems Yet, we 
find it hard to get a White 
House response I did get 
called on at the last press 
conference I was called on 
in Mar^h of 1978. 23 months 

ago I certainly hope it 
won't be 23 more months 
before I II beabletoask the 
President some of the 
questions that you, my 
readers, would like to have 
answered 

Before the Iran situation. 
Jody Powell's daily brief 
ings were announced 
several hours ahead of 
time and those of as. who 
because our media are not 

rich and having many 
other things to do, were 

♦ 

able to schedule our duties 
so that we could at least get 
to some of the briefings. To 
get an appointment with or 
a returned phone call from 
Jody or his assistants is a 

matter of impossibility. 

short announcing of brief- 
ings is because of Iran 
While freeing the hostages 
is certainly important, 
there are serious domestic 
questions also, so we can't 
stop everything until the 
hostages are returned. 
Since the Rose Garden is 
spoken of as the Presi- 
dent's hiding place, Jody 
Powell must be sitting 
there with him too until a 
few minutes before he de- 
cides to hold a briefing 

Some of the members of 
Jody's staff don't seem to 
realize that taxpayers are 

paying them only because 
the press is there and that 
they do have a duty to the 
press members as well as 
the White Mouse The only 
way the public gets any 
knowledge about the ad- 
ministration's activities is 
through the press While 
blacks read white printed 
news and look at television. 

they are influenced, almost 
wholly, by the black media 
With blacks comprising 
around 12 percent of the 
US. population, and be- 
cause of their extremely 
valuable citizenship parti 
«4paU«n sioee Vagin 
ning of this country, every branch of government 
must recognize them 
equally. 

i. oeing the only White 
House and Congressional 
correspondent represent 
ing any black-owned writ- 
ten press 114 newspapers. 
I realize the importance of 
my job Yet, because 
racism exists in every 
facet of American life, it is 
easy for me to believe that 
some of the unpleasant 
experiences I've had with 
the White House press staff 
are due to racism How- 
ever. since having been in 
I he racial fights in the 
fifties and sixties, nothing deters my course It is 
highly necessary that I get 
news out from the White 
House to my black readers 
That I will do and just as I 
stood up to school boards in 
Virginia and New York, 
police, bus drivers and rail- 

f 
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road conductors. I ll cer- 

tainly stand up to the White 
Mouse press staff 

YWCA To Present 
%y 

“Sportswomen 
Of The*Year’' 
This spring, the Charlote 

YWCA, once again, will be 
presenting its "Sports- 
woman of the Year 
awards, female, ama#ir 
athletes in Mecklenburg 
and Union counties are 

eligible, nominations may 
be made by anyone in bot* 
countie*. 

Applications may be ot> 
tamed at either Park Road 
or Trade Street YWCA cen- 
ters and must be returned 
to Wanda (Steer, Park Road 
YWCA, 34» Par* Road 
(28209) no later than April 
1 The awards banquet will 
be held May 19. 


