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The Budget Dilemna

In January President Carter
proposed a Tiscal 1981 budget
that "called for a $15.8 billion
deficit. Now less than two
months latér, he wants a bal-
ariced budget; that is, $16.5
billion in’Spending reducation
and’ a projected $2 billion
suiplus.

Those who favor the Presi-
dent’s turn-about’ budget "have
asked why it fook so long, and
thosé who oppdse it "are talking
about " démionstrating in the -
streets. The fact is néither group
has much to cheer about or cry
abouit because the new budget is
being developed for all the' wrong
reasorns - politics.

President Carter’s so-called
balancéd budget is in reality a
reactiori to Ted Kennedy’s politi-
cal campaign rhetoric about
budget proposals as well as Some
of "the move conservative 'Re-
publican candidates’ fiscal view-
points. Furthérmore, major
parts of the federal budget can-
not bé cut because they
sént certain ‘‘uncontrollable” or
on-going expensés. “These in-
cludle suich items as interest on
the'national debt, Social Security
paymetits, ‘veterans’ benefits,
pensions, the federal utility bill
and, to a lesser degree, salaries
for federal workers.

.~ Unfortunstely, the
paranoia over defense
has, for all intént and purpéses,
placed war preparedhess spend-
ing the same category as the
“uncontrollable” budget cate-
gory. The fact is the Carter
aummu,tratigm’ proposed bud-
get spending cuts would affect
hearly évery goveinment
agency except defense.”
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Federal Spending

‘This means, too, that all other
federal spending falls into a
discretionary spending cate-
gory. Therefore, whehn thiere are

malffurictions in the nation’s eco-
homy, surgery is ormed 6n
discretionary sp . This fuir-

ther méans that the pdor, the
unemployed, the ill-housed, the
eldérly " will, as it Historically
does, have to carry the birden of
efforts to gét the ‘economy on'a
sound up-beat less inflatiohary
track.

Ironically, the President’s bal-
ancéd budget proposal leaves
unansweréd the question that
has led to' the planned’ budget
cuts; that is, will a rhajor re-
duction in federal speriding have
a significant impact ‘upon the
nation’s leapirig inflationary
rate” :

The q_uésn‘oq remains un-
udgeabreeconommdpparenﬂy
bélieve that” a’ balanced budget
for fiscal year 1981 ‘and  the
federal spending year beginning
Oétober, 1981 will not lower the
inflationary rate by éven one
percent. Thus, to créate further
economic hardship for those al-
ready at thé bottom of the
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econdmic totem pole 1n order to
reduce inflation by a négligible
arhount appears to be ihexcus-
able.

The fact is Mr. Carter’s pro-
posed budget cuts offer no as-
surace that the cdst of Tood,
clothing, housing, transportation
and health care will be reduceéd.
However, it does guardntee
greater economic hardship for
the poor and middlé income
families while impacting only
slightly upon thé rich and: the
powerful.

"While we have expressed con-
cefns about the impact of the
Carter budget cuts, we are mind-
ful that with spiraling inflation,
the nation must begin to take a
stand at some point in order to
restore some Sanity into ah
out-of-control economic crisis.

Proposed Budget

We bélieve that fhie only equit-
abie and logical way to déal with
the nation’s inflationaiy problem
is to dévelop a long-fermi - 15
years at least - economic policy
that will transcend political par-
ties and presidential administra-
tions. A policy of this fiagnitude
would be workable if we had
candidates " for political office
with sufficient maturity and love
of country to resist the tenmipt-

.ation to do 'what is politically
expectéd and in turn do what is

economically sound.

Thus, with men and women in
political " office who have the
courage of their éonvictions and
with a citizenry who afe fully
committed to equally'sharing thé
nation’s buidéns for reducing
inflation, we can bégin to see a
gradual decline in "the "annual
inflationary rate.

While inflation might only fall
one half to one pefcent a year, it
could possibly be achieved with a
minimum hardship for ariyone.
The Only real question is whéther
we "aré sufficiently mature
enough as a nation to inake the
minimum sacrifices” as elected
officials or justerdinary citizens
to make it work. '

Abject Conditi

Prior to launching the short- '¢ar

lived war on poverty, most Aine-
ricans wére unaware " that so
many of our own citizens lived
under ‘such abject conditions.
The affluent in our society were
never really aware of the stark
reality becdusé the mass media
neglected to describe such suf-
fering, hunger, deprivation in all
the gory details. The ghettos and
the barrios were conveniently
circumscribed by the planners of
beltways and freeways so that
suburban commuters neéd not
come face to face with the
misery of our poor.

According to official statistics,
over 40. millioi Americans are
hungry and underhourished, 3.5
million white families and 1.6

million Black famiilies are classi-
fied as poor.
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Let’s Work Together For A Safe Community

As | See It

Where We Are Headed And Why!

By Gerald O. Johnson
Post Columnist

If you nave ever noticed
a child §n a daily basis it is
almost impossible to real-
ize he is growing. But after .
a year or two you look at an
old picture then you begin -
to realize how the child has
matured over that period of
ti;::. This analogy is a
g example of what is
taking place worldwide
right before our eyes. We
are in the early stages of a
new era that will <hange
our lifestyles forever. I
think it is very 2

The signs [ndicating the
radical occuring
make the front pages of the
newspaper everyday. The
Afghanistan invasion, the
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President’s Budget
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Gerald 0. Johnso

Some of the conse-
quences are obvious and
others are not. Because of
the high cost of energy our
living patterns will change
drastically. We will - bed,
come a resource sharing
nation. This means that
single dwelling homes will
begin a steady decline and
never again reach the rate
levels of today. Condo-
miniums will be the living
style of tomorrow. A build-
ing housing 50 families is
much more energy effi-
cient than 50 single dwell-
ing homes. Lawn care is
cut drastically, Heat, hot
water and cooling is
handled more convenient-
ly. The single dwelling
houses will be much small-
er with smaller lots. The
need to travel by automo-
bile will virtually dis-
appear., Mass (ransport-
ation will be the basic mode
of transportation, Cars will
be much smaller and much
lighter. Advanced tech-
nology will allow many
things to be do ne from the
home that we currently
travel‘to do. For example,

" banking could be done at

your television.
Shopping by catalogue and

A Colossal Disaster F
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using your keyboard to
enter the transaction will
be done in the home. Even
a lot of office work will be
done at home. Interestingly
enough, technology will re-
place the need for a lot of

F travel. If you feel ill then

Washington will not be as

- powerful as local and state

governments. It will still
act as an overseer with the
constitution, (but many
laws will disappear. It
should be noted that the
centralization of our . go-
vernment and our heavy
reliance on it is a direct
consequence of the Great
Depression. The Depress-
ion forced many people to
rely and gain confidence in
government. This - fueled
the rapid growth of govern-
ment. But it is the govern-
ment that is leading us to
another Great Depression.
Ironically, the very thing
that caused us to centralize
will be the cause of our
The decentralization of

see As I See It, Page 9 b
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Minorities Must Be Counted

The 1980 Census officially begins Apr#l,

and it is the most important event of the
year for minorities, péerhaps even more
important’ than the outcome of the preési-
dential election. N\
- That’s because the census results will
affect just about every area of minority life.
Part of the problems faced by minorities in
the séventies derived from the fact that so
many were counted out, affecting a wide
variety of fedéeral and state aid prograims.

The Census Bureau jtself admits that it
missed five million people "in the 1970
census. But while ohly oneé out of fifty whites
was not counted, one out of fourteen blacks
and one out of séver HiSpanic-Americans
were not” counted.. Almost one ot of five
young ‘black Jned: Wike .tnigsed by the
. ¢énsus-takers

Over the course of the decade that
- undercount cost minority communities bil-
lions of dollars in job programs and other

| social sérvices allocated in part on popu-

lation figures baséd on inaccurate census
numbers.

Apologists for the undercount claim that
minority suspicions of official documents
and” government papers were the main
caise.’ -

But more important was the failure to
design procedurés to ensure that everyone
is counted. Major efforts were not madeé to
penetraté suspicions” and conviiicé péople
that it was in their own interests to fill out
and return the censis forms.

It is questionable whether the 1980 census
will do much better on that score. There's
been fittle evidence 6f concentiated adver-
tising campaigns directed at minorities.
Some urban neighborhoods that are pre-
dominately Spanish-Speaking will be mailed
forms in English.

" This year’s census will rely more heavily
on mail returns than ever béfore, although
pilot tests show this method results in lower
compliance rates.

‘The forms themselves could be simpler.
Most families will get a forin that supposed-

-ly takes fifteen minutes fo fill out, but gy
will get a longer form taking nearly an 4

- But do those timé figures reflect the fact
that many poor houséeholds are disadvant-
aged educationally? For them, evén the
short form will be a test of perserverance,
and many may just ignore it.

These and other shortcomings place a
heavy burden on mii )
organizations, cliurches

One key l.'eam'is redistricting. Exactly
the GETEIAL Poptation Agares to et s
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