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Editorials & Comments |
Come Forward Black Middle Class!

Speaking to a group of Virgina
black elected officials last month
McKee noted, ‘I believe that the
crucial concern in this campaign
for black people is not just for
those among us who are poor and
near-poor, though concerned we
must be, but also for the large,
invisible and forgotten black
middle-class of this nation. who
receive little attention and
concern.”

Most significantly, McKee
says it is from this group - the
black middle-class - that black
youth find role models to use as
examples of success in their
lives.

In reality, what Mr. McKee is
saying is what others have been
saying for years; the middle-
class Americans have always
carried the major portion of the
nation’s tax burden because the
poor have little and the rich find
ways to pay little. To that extent,
the black middle-class is no
more forgotten than the white
middle-class.

With regard to the black
middle-class’ invisibility as de-
fined by McKee, this only occurs
to the extent that black youth
neither see, hear nor have an
opportunity to communicate
with most blacks because they
are too preoccupied with being
middle-class. Proof of this is in
the nearly 40 percent unemploy-
ment rate among black youth
and their school drop out rate.
On the other hand, the
visibility of professional black
athletes attracts a disproportion-
ate number of black youth to-
ward a sports career only to lead
to failure and frustration fbr
many if not most of them. More
communication such as Bill Rus-
sell and Arthur Ashe have of-
fered might reduce this kind of
tragedy.

Thus, while McKee can find
justifiable reasons for question-
ing Jimmy Carter’s ability to
lead the nation in economic
affairs he really says nothing to
suggest that Mr. has a
plan for dealing with inflation or
making blacks more visible.
Therefore, we, the voters, still
must think it through and then
vote (register first) on primary
and election day. It's your
country, your duty, and your life,
so vote! .
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As-President Carter continues
to pursue ways to cut the federal

budget in—a feeble effort to.

reduce the nation’s.inflationary
rate, many blacks are growing
increasingly disenchanted. A re-
cent editorial in THE AFRO-
AMERICAN reflected this feel-
ing when it said “War should be
declared on efforts to balance
the federal budget at any.cost;

that is, at any cost to the poor, .

e R

minorities, the elderly and han-
dicapped persons.”

Because of black disenchant- §

ment, the manner in which it’s
been expressed by a major black
weekly newspaper, and the very
strong possibility that Ronald
Reagan will be the Republican
Party’s candidate for the presi-
dency, has led Clarence McKee
to seek out black voter support
for Reagan.

What makes this a topic worth
mentioning is that McKee is
black and Reagan is viewed as a
far-to-the-right conservative,
and blacks historically do not
support conservatives. McKee, a
lawyer who worked for Ben
Hooks when Hooks was a mem-
ber of the FCC, says himself,
‘““Reagan’s image is very nega-
tive among minorities because
he’s a conservative, and to
blacks that has meant opposi-
tion” to social and economic
change.

McKee adds that conservatism
‘““now reflects the concerns that a
lot of middle-class blacks share.

. The average hard-working black
banker, bus driver, government
employee and business person is
being devastated by double-digit
inflation and skyrocketing in-
terest rates, all of which are
serving to erode the economic
gains of the past decade.”

In effect, McKee is saying that
the Carter administration is the
cause of the erosion of black

economic gains and that there-

fore blacks should ‘“look past
(Reagan’s) image and take a
look at the man and his record.”

Mr. McKee, who aims 'his

observations at middle-class "

blacks liké himself who he calls

the “forgotten people,” says fur- '

ther “liberals keep a 3Si.
us in terms of the ‘black and
‘poor’ as though the terms are
synonymous. To me, that’s a put
down.”

Dr. King Is Above Controversy

At last on Saturday the long
awaited statue of Dr. Martin
Luther King will be unveiled in
Marshall Park.

However, after much criticism
over fundraising, bickering a-
mong the planning and fund-
raising commissioners, ques-
tions over whether there should
even be such a statue, and the
seemingly selfish reasons for the
expected absence of Coretta
Scott King; now there is the
possibility that the statue may
not be a real likeness to King.

Undoubtedly, as King looks
down from the Heavens, he is
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, “‘such trivia, such g:
via, why don’t they spend
money on something worthwhile
to aid humankind. I need not a
statue because I've left behind a
dream. My dream should be
their congcious and the equality
of human kind should be their
statue.”

It seems to us that the huppla
over King's statue should not be
tarnished by any petty comment
about its likeness or any other
thing. If we truly admire and
respect this great American,
let’'s honor him with dignity,
humility and Christian brother-
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to forfeit the cities to Blacks and
it is inconceivable that the people, who through forced slave
labor built this country for others, cannot now willingly unite
to rebuild our communities for ourselves.’’
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Father Knows Best?

By Gerald 0. Johnson
Post Columnist

The other day my wife
and I arrived home from
work to discover our
daughters waiting eagerly
to talk to us. Before we
could get in the house good,
my oldest daughter ran up
to us and said “I learned

about intercourse today’. *

My heart fell to my sto-
mach as all I could think
about was what the hell are

these fool kids doing on the ~

school bus these days?!
You see I'm not against
them learning about inter-
course as long as it is

taught in the, proper en-
....But, of course, this was

sighdrdlefcmneacrc;u
my lips. “I know how chil-
dren are born and the

* vagina and the penis,” she
explained.

Well, I knew that this was
going to be a long evening.
It seems proper to teach
your children about sex,
but the first time they start
telling you what they know
it makes you queasy.

Both my wife and 1
listened tentatively as my
daughter went on with her
newly learned topic. We hit
a few points that made me
blush, but I finally made it
through the whole thing.

When my oldest daughte:
finished she politely got up
and walked away without
one question. Unfortunate-
ly, my youngest daughter
decided she would take
over the t. “Well,
Tania has explained all this
to me and I want to know

oy :- =T "
why the man has to put the
penis on the ‘lady’s
vagina?' That’s itl I..

+thought tomyself, that's it!

I can’t get any redder. We
must stop this conversa-
tion, I must say

bright, witty to get off this
subject. But what? What
should I say? “Ask your
mother,” I blurted out. Oh,
no stupid, you didn’t say
that, I thought to myself.

Well, my wife intelligent-
ly explained the why, the
what, and the how of sex.
She went on and on em-
barrassing me more and
more.

“Do you and daddy do
it?” she continued. That’s
it! That’s it! We don't have
to sit here and take this
humiliation from a 7-year-
old, I thought to myself.
“Do it”’, where did she get
that slang from, I con-
tinued thinking. God,
please get me through this
in a hurry.

Again, my wife took the
floor, ‘‘Yes, we do. In fact,
that is how both of you got
here"”.

o do you do it?”,

Will Caus

ought to hit this brat in the
‘mouth. One more wise-
crack like that and she is
going to get it.

“At night when you go to

curiosity was satisfied and
she dropped the subject.
My wife commented that it
was nice having 2 adults
and a child discuss sex but
she thoGight 1 should play
an adult role next time,

Not to be outdone I said,
“Girls, feel free to ask us
guestions pertaining to sex
whenever they arise. Your
mother and I will be more -
than happy to answer them
as truthfully as we can.”

++++

A true friend unbosoms
freely, advises justly, as-
sists readily, adventures
boldly, takes all patiently,
defends courageously, and
continues a friend un-
changedbly.

William Penn

CRISP CEREAL
High humidity can take
the crispness right out of

Balanced Budget
Or Balanced Lives?

Balance-the-budget hysteria is sweeping
the country. Thé Administration, which
first submitted an austere budget amount-
ing to a real decrease in social program
spending, tore it up and came up with a
newer, even more austere budget.

This one takes the hatchet to programs
that primarily benefit poor people. Instead
of giving the poor job programs, welfare
reform, and expanded necessary services,
the new budget gives them MX missiles.

It’s all in the name of fighting inflation.
But the budget doesn’t fight inflation at all.
You could travel the length and breadth of
this nation and net come up with a single
economist who believes a balanced budget
will shave more than an insignificant

- fraction of a percentage point off the

inflation rate.

A good part of the inflation rate is the
result of OPEC increases for oil. The
planned ten-cent-a-gallon tax on gas will
just force a few more poor people off the
roads while actually fueling inflation
through higher gas prices.

It’s too small to conserve energy and too
big to do anything but harm poor people. If
the Administration is serious about limiting
gas imports it would impose a rationing
system that allocated gas through transfer-
able coupons and put a firm lid on imports.

The rest of the balanced budget program
is similarly concerned with symbols rather
than substance. There’s no serious effort to
get a handle on big ticket spending items.
Defense spending is still scheduled to rise.

But social programs and urban aid are
slated to be trimmed. This is less an effort
to balance the budget than it is a move to
pander to an electorate perceived as being
fiscally conservative.

Everyone wants to eliminate budget
deficits - so long as the other guy pays for
it. The budget becomes a political instru-
ment and the politically powerful get to
keep their tax loopholes and favorite

pr(tmrams while the cities and the poor are '
cu ¥ &

For all the rhetoric about how we all
must make sacrifices, the sacrifices are
concentrated. disproportionately among
those who depend most on federal
programs. :

Black unemployment is actually about
twenty percent and black youth joblessness
is about sixty percent in some cities. But job
creation and training programs become the
priority target for the budget cuts.

Those cuts have been justified as a signal
to the “international financial community
that the United States is finally serious
about controlling inflation. There’s talk
abﬁlj}giving the bond market a psychologi-
cal lift.

Black people and poor people have always
been asked to make sacrifices. They’ve
borne the burden of wars, depressions,
recessions, and now, inflation.

But this may be the first ti.c in mstory
that poor people have been asked to make
sacrifices to give a psychological lift to the
bond market!

I’'m all for real steps to get a handle on
inflation. i i
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