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“I began to see traces of
the devastation as I
neared Laurinburg and all

. the way to Maxton,” said
McDougald. “When I saw
Maxton, it looked like a
testing site for A-bombs.

~Everything was leveled;
things—washing machines,

mon goal - bettering the
lives of our children - we
_tueegul." .
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WINSTON-SALEM - Carie Purdis (wear- . Maxton, N.C. Mrs. Purdue is the grand-
ing hat) sits with-her family at a public
housing apartment in Maxton after

killer tornadees destroyed their homes in

sat, he was struck by the
‘“‘selectiveness’ of the tor-
nado. ‘‘Some homes were
spared, some suffered
minor damage and some
were totally destroyed -
gone,”" he said. -
After a teary reunion
with his family, McDou-
gald heard first-hand the
tales of destruction. His
grandmother, Mrs. Carie
Purdie, told him as soon as
she heard the deafening
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mother of R. J. Reynolds Tobacco Co.
sales representative James McDougald
of Atlanta, Ga.

roar, she knew exactly
what was about to happen.

‘“The storm cloud came

rand 1 looked out the

window. I looked up and it
was black and there was
wind and rain, and I told
everybody to get in the
hallway,” Mrs. Purdie re-
called.

“I'll never forget it as
long as I live. I'm 77 years
old and I'll never forget it.
It looked like fire in the

through community
schools programs or other
innovative approaches.

““There are approximate-
ly 500,000 children in this
state who need some type
of day care and there are
only 130,000 spaces in li-
censed centers or regis-
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Thursday,

sky. O hope I never see
another one as long as I
live.”

No sooner did Mrs.
Purdie, her daughter
(Mary J. McDougald),
four grandchildren and
and three great grand-
children got to the hall than
a fierce tornado ripped off
the roof. -

During the few minutes
the nine people in the hall-
way, all of their furniture
and possessions were
sucked up by the storm.
When the tornado passed,
all that remained were the
front and side walls of the
brick house and the two
interior walls that formed
the hallway that saved the
family.

“I worked my way
through the house .and
couldn’t believe it,”" said
McDougald. “It was like a
giant vacuum cleaner had
sucked up everything.”

Amazingly, no one was
hurt.

““God took care,”" Mrs.
Purdie said. “He sure did.”

Mary Jane McDougald,
James' aunt, said that
luckily the home was in-

sured Reconstruction of

the home should take about
three months.

Like somewhere among
the ruins were the trophies
and other reminders of
McDougald’s years as a
premier running back at
Wake Forest University.

tered homes,” Knox said.

Knox said that the only
alternatives to providing
more adequate and afford-
able day care were involv-
ing the private sector in
meeting the needs or rely-
ing totally on the govern-
ment.

port quotas as early as
1981, but the International
Trade Commission did not
recommend to the Presi-
dent that quotas be im-
posed

Martin said, ‘‘People
seem to think that the to-
bacco farmer is some kind
of invulnerable superman;
no matter how much
weight he carries in taxes
or unfair foreign compe-
tition, they think he's still
able to fly high in profits.
Well, that's obviously not
80. In 1983, for the first time
in the history of the United
States, tobacco imports
exceeded tobacco exports,
It is up to the President to
help eliminate this unfair

“I hope they'll ‘turn up
some time,"” said McDou-
gald. “'I kept them at the
house for my grandmother.

I have all those me-
mories in my mind. But for
my grandmother, they
were something special. I
think that many of the
victims are more con-
cerned about losing those

special things, like photo-
graphs and other me-
mories, than personal pos-
sessions that can be re-
placed.”

The outpouring of sup-
port, relief and aid from
all over the country im-
pressed McDougald. But it

was the overwhelming re-
sponse from other North
Carolinians that will stick
in his mind.

McDougald’s employer,
R. J. Reynolds, donated
money and food and to-
bacco products valued at

nearly $500,000 to residents
of the stricken areas. The
company contributed $100,-
000 cash to each of the
tornado-ravaged states to

be used for emergency
relief. In addition Rey-
nolds Tobacco delivered

100,000 cans of Del Monte
canned vegetables and
fruit and 24,000 cartons of
cigarettes.

Cooperaﬁbn Needed To Realize Day Care Potentials

“It is obvious to me that
a cooperative effort be-
tween the private sector
and the government would
be the most cost-effective
way to solve our day care
problem.

“I intend to move child-
ren to the forefront of all
our efforts,” Knox said.

foreign competition and to
give the tobacco farmers of
North Carolina a chance at
competition in a fair mar-
ketplace - and that’s all
they've ever asked.”
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